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Can you name these APLD leaders?
Answers start on page 3.

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER  2016

SANTA FE 
Earthly Gifts From 
Land, Sky, and Time

The 2016 APLD conference 

enchanted and embraced 

APLD California Chapter 

members and friends

APLD California Chapter Newsletter

Cover Photos: Debbie Gliksman

Impressions from this year’s 
conference cohort
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Santa Fe

Strong graphic lines
Fragile desert soils
Neon plant pallet
Doors and entries are celebrated
Every garden, one third Sky and Cloud  
Water is sacred
And shade, a premium
Wind is constant
Ironwork: counterpoint to all that stone  
Grasses support the Soil Nation  
where Drainage is King
Bounty apparent:
Pinion, Juniper
Seed, berry and appledy snap  
And art
ancient and modern
is cherished
In every hood

Poem and photos by Soleil Tranquilli
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I wondered... Is it self-indulgent to drop work, 
leave my family to fend for themselves and 
sally forth to the 2016 APLD Conference in 
Santa Fe, New Mexico?

Well, sally I did. 

Santa Fe, day one:  I arrived, dropped my bags, 
and ventured into 
downtown Santa Fe. I 
was instantly captivated 
by the magic of the 
city and its vibrant 
public art and history, 
rooted in a mixture 
of Native American, 
Spanish/Mexican and 

Anglo-American cultural influences. Bursting with 
sunflowers, deep blue sky, and gorgeous light, a 
cornucopia of beautiful shops and galleries, filled 
with amazing folk art pieces, the camaraderie of 
old friends, everything conspired to make me fall 
in love with Santa Fe.

A short walk led to one of the oldest house 
in America, and then to one of the oldest 
churches—Loretto Chapel—with a miraculous 
spiral staircase. Eventually, I made it back to great 
food and the opening reception. The conference 
was a happy reunion for APLD members as I 
reconnected with friends from two years ago in 
Orlando and began to anticipate the days ahead.

Friday began with a fascinating lecture:  Biophilia 
and Beyond: Connecting to Nature Through 
Design. As Erin English explained, “Biophilia is 
the inherent need to affiliate with nature rather 
than being vestigial to it.” A Senior Engineer at 
Ecological Engineering Biohabitats, Inc, English 
creates buildings as living organisms that “inspire 
communities to rediscover a sense of place 
through preserving indigenous ecosystems, 

restoring biological diversity, and inspiring 
ecological stewardship.” 

Fully integrated water purification systems, food 
growing capabilities and  power production 
are hallmarks of these buildings, created to 
be inspirational, restorative and healthy, and 
include ecological restoration, natural wastewater 
treatment/reuse/recycling, and stormwater 
management. The spaces reflect Erin’s essential 
message:  “The only real model for sustainability is 
in the natural world.” 

This resonated with me throughout the following 
days, filled with sessions focused on sustainability,  
with an emphasis on water, plants and adaptive 
design. An inspirational talk by Landscape 
Architect W. Gary Smith. Smith laid out a visual 
vocabulary of eight basic patterns and told us 
how many of his amazing designs started as a 
doodle. He asked us why we were here as Garden 
Designers and suggested that our role is to make 
places where spiritual connections can take place. 
Gary is a true artist and his child-like enthusiasm 
was utterly infectious and inspiring.

Following Judith Phillips’ Saturday morning talk: 
Growing the Southwest Garden, we embarked 
together on an unforgettable tour. We Californians 
learned a thing or two about water catchment and 
harvesting from our Santa Fe colleagues, who are 
at the front edge of sustainability. I had pictured 
a desert landscape à la Breaking Bad, but Santa Fe 
in the monsoon season was bursting with blooms, 
and offered a wellspring of ideas. Fortunately, this 
would not be the last time we heard from this 
famed designer of the Santa Fe Botanic Garden, 
and others.

After a second day of garden tours, some of us 
hung out at Museum Hill, an extraordinarily 
peaceful and beautiful space filled with Folk Art 

Sally Forth in Santa Fe: Discovery, Design, and Dear Friends

by Debbie Gliksman

https://www.apld.org/find-a-designer/member-profile/?id=2647&wpid=2289
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Sculpture, transformed by Santa Fe evening light 
made into an enchanted space. 

The final day of the conference ended with a 
farewell reception at the Santa Fe Botanic Garden, 
where W. Gary Smith generously delayed a flight 
in order to personally show us the new wing of 
this space, and shared his deeply emotionally and 
spiritually connection to this garden and region. 

This generosity of time and spirit reminded 
me of the post-Orlando Conference Garden 

The Paschall residence demonstrated a perfect balance of soft, organic forms and hard 
geometric shapes. It was a design distilled down to its purest form with not one extraneous 
detail, and irrigated solely with water harvested from the site.

Tour in Miami, where Raymond Jungles showed 
up to personally guide us through some of his 
spectacular Miami gardens. Reflecting on the 
experience reinforces my belief that garden people 
are good people. So was my trip self indulgent? 
Maybe a little... but I feel contented, inspired and 
recharged. 

Will I go again? Hell yeah! 

Congratulations, Debbie, on your 2016 APLD Award!

The only real model for sustainability  
 is the natural world.
  —Erin English
                Featured Speaker at 2016 APLD International Conference

Photo: Debbie Gliksman
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Memories Mean the Most
by Patricia St. John, APLD

APLD California Members in Santa Fe
From Back Row, left: Debbie Gliksman, Cathy Edger, Lisa Bellora, Marcy Lotti, Janet Enright,  and 
Suzanne Arca, APLD

Laura Kukulski, Sharon Gibson, Connie Lefkowits, APLD, Colleen Hamilton, APLD, Pamela Berstler, Katie 
Creighton, Jacky Surber, and Linda McKendry

Front rows, from left: Nancy Shannahan, Janet Bell, APLD, Maryanne Quincy, APLD, Amelia Lima, APLD, 
Patricia St. John, APLD, Debby Ruskin, APLD, Mara Breene and Marlene Breene

It happened in Seattle—2002. I attended my first 
APLD conference and have only missed two annual 
conferences since then. I just returned from the 
Santa Fe, NM conference and am still filled with the 
experience, and ready to explore the next conference 
in 2017. 

A year is just enough time to forget—until I get 
there—the amazing experience of connecting with all 
the other designers from across the United States—
and the Netherlands, and England, and last year: Qatar. 
The opportunity to talk about the challenges and 
rewards of being a landscape designer with others 
who share the same passion is energizing. Garden 
tours in geographically and climatically diverse 
surroundings expose me to other designers sharing 
the same experience.

Touring more than twenty private Santa Fe gardens 
and botanical gardens was an inspiration, not to 
mention hearing outstanding lectures on biophilia 
and biophilia design, the watershed approach and 
stormwater catchment. W. Gary Smith gave an 
outstanding talk on a personal design vocabulary 
with a follow-up tour of his in-process installation at 
the Santa Fe Botanical Garden. In addition, we toured 
Santa Fe’s Railyard Park, a several-block stretch of land 
reclaimed and rescued by and for the people of Santa 
Fe.

But most of all, the memories that I hold most dear 
and lasting are the friendships made and renewed 
each year at the conference. I hope to see everyone, 
including many, many designers from California at next 
year’s conference in Boston, MA from July 13-17. 

Photo: Jacky Surber

https://www.apld.org/find-a-designer/member-profile/?id=3562&wpid=206
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Santa Fe Impressions: 
Tour photos by Soleil 
Tranquilli
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Learn more about Soleil. 
Visit her APLD.COM online profile.

https://www.apld.org/find-a-designer/member-profile/?id=3795&wpid=674
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Did you know there is an APLD 
Chapter Service Award given 
out to several members across 
the nation each year at the 
APLD conference? You can 
nominate someone to receive 
this award! 

“This award is presented to a current member in 
good standing who has shown exemplary service 
in furthering the goals and work of an APLD 
Chapter or District.”

The following California APLDers have received it 
in the past: Technical whiz Sharon Gibson (2012), 
past president Amelia Lima, APLD (2013), current 
president Mary Fisher, APLD (2013), past president 
Pamela Berstler (2014), and me in 2016. 

Each of us has taken on leadership in our districts 
and chapter over the years, and  contributed to 
the excellent local programs, and to the health 
and growth of the chapter.

I became involved with APLD when I was a student 
in the environmental horticulture department 
at Foothill College in Los Altos. It was a mid-life 
career change that found me transitioning from 
working in a local nursery to designing gardens for 
family and friends (and buying my first truck)!

The local designers I looked up to were all APLD 
members: Debby Ruskin, Connie Lefkowits, and 
Peggy Calhoun, to name a few...

When I joined as a student member in 1997, we 
met in members’  living rooms, since the group—
the only one in California at the time—was so 
small. These members, and all the APLDers that 
have followed, have been my role models. 

They’ve shown me how to manage my business 
and design time, to encourage newer designers, 
and to offer other designers the experience, 

resources, and networking opportunities we have 
available locally and nationally. 

I’m glad I experienced and have learned from 
these California pioneers, and I’m privileged to 
have been a part of APLDCA’s growth over the past 
19 years. The honor of this award is a welcome 
recognition of my commitment to my life’s work as 
a designer and educator.

When the call goes out from APLD next spring, I 
encourage you to nominate a colleague who has 
contributed significantly to your district or chapter. 
There is nothing more fulfilling than to stand up 
in the national conference and be recognized for 
one’s contribution to our local APLD district or 
chapter, for doing what we love and sharing it with 
others. It will mean the world to those who receive 
the award!

— Patricia St. John, APLD

For more about Patricia, please visit her profile.

And, see Patricia’s 2016 APLD award-winning 
garden on the cover of our April 2016 issue.

Chapter Service Award Winner, Patricia St. John, APLD:
Celebrating years of local service to APLD in California

Photo: Soleil Tranquilli

https://www.apld.org/find-a-designer/member-profile/?id=3562&wpid=206
http://www.apldca.org/the-april-apld-ca-newsletter-apld-international-award-winners-in-ca/
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CONGRATULATIONS ALL 2016 APLD AWARD WINNERS

2016 APLD Award Winners:  Group Photo

Front row from left:
Deborah Gliksman, Cheri Stringer, Patricia St. John, 
APLD, Katherine Field, Thomas Wilhelm, APLD

Back row from left:  
Tim Heelen, Charles Hess, Preston (APLD’s 2016 
Landscape Designer of the Year),  Hilarie Holdsworth,  
Pamela Berstler.

Inset:  2016 APLD President Danilo Maffei presents the 
2016 Leadership in Landscape Sustainability Award to 
Pamela Bertsler of G3, Green Gardens Group.

The APLD International Landscape Design Awards 
Program honors excellence in landscape design. 
Projects in eight different categories are judged on the 
basis of difficulty, craftsmanship, attention to detail 
and execution. Among the California winners were 
Debbie Gliksman and Patricia St. John, APLD.

In addition, APLD presents leadership and service 
awards. APLD CA member Patricia St. John, APLD, was 
also awarded the APLD Chapter Service Award. Pamela 
Berstler, a past president and now APLD CA Gold 
Sponsor through her company, G3, Green Gardens 
Group, received the APLD Leadership in Landscape 

Sustainability Award for the excellent training 
opportunities offered to APLD members through G3’s 
Watershed Wise Landscape Professional Training.

Congratulations, Patricia and Pamela, and thank you 
for all you both do for APLD in California and beyond.

For a complete listing of all 2016 APLD Award winners, 
view beautiful photos of winning gardens at APLD.ORG

Please see the latest issue of Design Online, the APLD 
monthly newsletter, for more on the awards, or visit 
the APLD.ORG website.

Photo: Francesca Corra
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https://www.apld.org/design-awards/
https://issuu.com/designonline/docs/1016_aplddesignonline
https://www.apld.org/design-awards/http://
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Plant of the 
Month 
  
by Francesca Corra
 
Fallugia paradoxa
Apache  Plume

At the APLD Conference in Santa Fe, one plant captured 
most everyone’s attention and garnered quite a large fan 
base: Fallugia paradoxa. We saw this plant in a number of 
residential gardens.

The Apache Plume has white flowers that attract bees. 
The plume-like fruit is what really catches your eye—
feathery, wispy, and glowing when backlit.  The plant is 
native to deserts from southern California east to Texas. 
It is drought tolerant, but likes a little indirect summer 
water. It likes full sun, but has also been observed 
growing in part shade. According to Las Pilitas Nursery, it 
is stress-deciduous, normally growing to 3-4’ , but it can 
grow to 6’ in favorable conditions.  We saw it very close 
to 6’ in Santa Fe. I am excited to plant it in the very near 
future.

This plant is grown by Monrovia and is also presently on 
the availability list at Las Pilitas Nursery.

Photo by Francesca Corra

Photo by Francesca Corra

Photo by Debbie Gliksman

https://www.apld.org/find-a-designer/member-profile/?id=2827&wpid=859http://


Water conservation is no longer just about “losing the thirsty lawn” and
reducing irrigation.  Join us to find out how to create drought resilient
landscapes that conserve water, reduce pollution, invite habitat,
and are just plain gorgeous!

Lunch is included with this affordable class, with a $10
registration fee to offset the cost of food and drink.

morning session: Watershed Basics
Learn to create gardens that thrive in our local climate, use
resources wisely, and look beautiful all year round:
• See your garden as a mini-watershed
• Create Living Soil that holds onto water
• Treat rainwater as an abundant resource
• Remove unwanted turf without using chemicals
• Select the right plant for the right place
• Manage irrigation to eliminate waste and runoff

CLASSES FOR HOME GARDENERS & LANDSCAPE PROFESSIONALS

Advanced registration required & space is limited. Reserve your space at now!

afternoon session: Hands-on Design
This interactive workshop helps you design a successful
Watershed Wise landscape.  Learn how to:
• Contour the landscape for maximum rainwater capture
• Create a list of climate appropriate plants
• Place plants on a property plan according to water needs

and key design principles

in four Northern CA locations, Fall 2016

 design:Huettl & IRI design: Linda Middleton, APLD

The Watershed Approach
to Landscaping

photos: Jude Parkinson-Morgan

OAKLAND
October 22, 2016 • 9am - 5pm

Richard C. Trudeau Conference Center, 1500 Skyline Blvd

register at: WatershedClassOakland.eventbrite.com

SAN JOSE
December 10, 2016 • 9am - 5pm

SJ Conservation Corps & Charter School, 1560 Berger Dr

register at: WatershedClassSanJose.eventbrite.com

4 DATES AND LOCATIONS TO CHOOSE FROM

SANTA ROSA
November 5, 2016 • 9am - 5pm

SR Water Utility Field Operations Facility, 35 Stony Point Road

register at: WatershedClassSantaRosa.eventbrite.com

SACRAMENTO
November 12, 2016 • 9am - 5pm

 Pannell Meadowview Community Center, 2450 Meadowview Rd

 register at: WatershedClassSacramento.eventbrite.com

https://watershedclassoakland.eventbrite.com
Mary
Each of these classes = 5 APLD CEUs

https://watershedclassoakland.eventbrite.com
https://watershedclasssacramento.eventbrite.com
https://watershedclasssanjose.eventbrite.com
http://www.apldca.org/
http://www.water.ca.gov/
http://greengardensgroup.com/
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Often in life, we ask what we are getting out of our jobs and relationships. Rarely does 
the average person ask: “how can I give more?” As a member of APLD, you might ask 
yourself:  “how do I benefit from being a member?” 

I happened to join the board of directors for the GLA district the same day I went 
to my first event. I can’t imagine my experience being nearly as amazing had I not 
decided to volunteer. Volunteering has allowed me to form close relationships with 
inspiring people, given me confidence and leadership experience, introduced me to 
many business contacts, and given me a greater purpose within my career.

Last month, I had the amazing opportunity to attend the APLD international 
conference in Santa Fe, and specifically was sponsored by the GLA district to attend a 
leadership workshop the day before the conference. There, I met leaders from much of 
the country including, Washington, Oregon, Colorado, New Mexico, Texas, Minnesota, 
Washington, DC, and more.

We exchanged ideas for how to better organize our chapters and put on great 
programming. This year, the APLD Washington Chapter started formal mentorship 
groups, each one led by a Landscape Designer with many years of experience. Mentors 
meet on a monthly basis with less experienced designers. This is a program we’re 
considering adopting in the APLD Greater Los Angeles District, so if you are interested 
in either mentoring a group or benefiting from a mentor’s advice, please let me know. 
Send me an email at LAdistrict@apldca.org.

We’re also happy to announce events for the next seven months, to entice you to join 
the board in the pleasure of planning and delivering great programming. Even if you 
can’t commit to a larger role, we rely on our members to make this district stronger, 
and continue to achieve our goals of advocating for the need of great design. Please 
join us as we continue to reach to the public, educate designers, and promote the role 
of landscape designers as environmental stewards.

Jacky Surber 
President, APLD Greater Los Angeles District

GREATER LOS ANGELES DISTRICT

A Letter from Jacky

Service is the rent we pay  
for the privilege of living on this earth.
  —Shirley Chisholm

mailto:LAdistrict%40apldca.org?subject=
https://www.apld.org/find-a-designer/member-profile/?id=2820&wpid=2464
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GREATER LOS ANGELES DISTRICT

As a business owner you 
are automatically stepping 
into the danger zone. I’m 
not talking about how 
many times you might get 
prickled by a rose bush 
or drop a paving stone 
sample precariously close 
to your foot. 

When you own your own 
business, you are a risk-
taker. You will be asked 

to stretch and go outside of your comfort zone on a 
daily basis if you are truly committed to your success. 
Our own mindset is the primary tool to continuously 
raise the bar on our personal best for ourselves and our 
clients. 

How do we employ mindset in a way that can be of 
assistance? By stepping into the realm of possibility. 
This is one of the most fun and challenging tools to 
create a significant shift in the everyday experience of 
your business. 

The realm of possibility is where outcomes can be 
vastly different than what you initially anticipated or 
expected from the past. By up-leveling and expanding 
our mindset we embrace possibility and allow the 

space for something new, even unexpected, to show 
up. Suddenly, you come across a new vendor who 
has exactly what you were looking for, or a skeptical 
client falls in love with your innovative new solution, all 
because you wondered what else was possible. 

One of the best ways to take a leap in your business 
mindset is to expand your professional network and 
get support from colleagues who understand the 
industry. Connecting with fellow landscape designers 
as well as other landscape professionals from across 
the field gives you access to fresh ideas, and allows 
you to offer your clients a much higher level of service 
when you have a variety of vendors and contractors 
that you know personally. It also opens up the door for 
more quality referrals to come into your business as 
well. 

Join me for a standing gathering for all those in the 
landscape industry Fridays at Noon at Ginger Corner 
Market, 217 S Michigan Ave, Pasadena, CA 91106. 

Have lunch, grow your contacts, and get best business 
tips with us in an informal and fun setting. Find us 
online under Los Angeles Landscape Professionals 
MeetUp.  

Attriniti | www.attriniti.com | (626) 755-8043

Mind Over Matter—Why Mindset Matters:  
A Weekly Meetup for Los Angeles Landscape Professionals

by Kristan Browne

Los Angeles is first city in state to require rainwater 
capture, living soil for turf rebate program

The governing board of the largest water utility in the 
country, the Los Angeles Department of Water and 
Power (LADWP), voted 3-2 to change its turf rebate 
guidelines to require capture of rainwater, build 
healthy, living soil, and use climate-appropriate plants. 
These three elements make up what is called the “wa-
tershed approach.” Los Angeles is now the first city in 
the state to require the watershed approach for a land-
scape rebate program. Board also changed the require-
ments to not allow a rebate for artificial turf, joining a 
growing number of other cities and water agencies. 

Thank you to the Surfrider Foundation and Green 
Gardens Group, who were leading members within the 

Green L.A. Coalition to push Los Angeles City Council-
man Paul Koretz to sponsor the motion to change the 
rebate requirements. The LADWP turf replacement 
rebate is $1.75 per square foot of lawn and inefficient 
irrigation converted to the watershed approach.
See more about the LADWP program here.

“Just one inch of rain in L.A. generates 8 billion gallons 
of storm water runoff,” said Surfrider Foundation’s Paul 
Herzog, Surfrider’s Ocean Friendly Gardens Program 
Coordinator. “We applaud LADWP in becoming the first 
city in the state to require the capture of rainwater, and 
to not rebate artificial turf.”    

Source: Surfrider Foundation 

Photo: Eric Williams

http://www.meetup.com/Los-Angeles-Landscape-Professionals-MeetUp/
http://www.meetup.com/Los-Angeles-Landscape-Professionals-MeetUp/
www.attriniti.com
https://www.apld.org/find-a-designer/member-profile/?id=2753&wpid=1485
http://www.ladwpnews.com/go/doc/1475/2893730/
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GREATER LOS ANGELES DISTRICT

for the Greater Los Angeles District
Follow our event calendar at www.apldca.org

Please note, the previously scheduled Meadow 
Grass Festival has been postponed. 
Watch for an announcement in the spring of  2017.

October 21, 2016 - Quick Sketching Gardens with 
Paul Arden 

November 7, 2016 - APLD Greater Los Angeles 
Board Meeting

November 16, 2016 at 4 pm - Cistern Garden Tour 
with Merilee Kuhlman in Ladera Heights

December 11, 2016 - Holiday Sunday Brunch and 
Book Exchange at Tom Stout’s Home in Culver City

January 8, 2017 - Coffee Klatch: Aroma Cafe 4360 
Tujunga Blvd near Vineland in Studio City

January 17 or 19, 2017 - Business Meeting 

February 8, 2017 - Merri Lee Marks succulent gar-
den in Brentwood

February 16-26, 2017 - Modernism Week in Palm 
Springs (Dates TBD)

March 23, 2017 - APLD Certification Workshop (Lo-
cation TBD)

April 9, 2017 - Second Annual GLA garden Tour

Please check our calendar on apldca.org for more 
details.

About Coffee Klatches

Coffee Klatches are informal gatherings where we 
relax after the work day with a cup of coffee or a 
glass of wine. We gather in a members garden, a cafe 
or a nursery. 

Please contact GLAMembership@apldca.org if you 
would like to host a Coffee Klatch next year.

In 2017 Coffee Klatches will be held on the sec-
ond Wednesday of each month, at 3:30 pm. We 
hope that the regularity of the gatherings will 
make it easy to join us on a regular basis. 

APLD CA Gold Sponsor Belgard and Sierra Fontana celebrate the Grand Opening of their 
second Fontana plant on Thursday, November 10, 2016 from 10:00am - 2:00pm.

Download your invitation by clicking on the image 
to the left. 

Plan to bring a friend and RSVP to Toni Jacoby at 
602-768-9625 or email Toni.jacoby@oldcastle.com

You may also register at www.belgard.ca/calendar

UPCOMING EVENTS

http://www.apldca.org/apld-events/
http://www.apldca.org/apld-events/
mailto:GLAMembership%40apldca.org?subject=
http://www.apldca.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/email-BEL16-119-Sierra-Fontana-2-Grand-Opening-CustomerInvite.pdf
www.belgard.ca/calendar


Grid, Snake, and Ring Drip Layouts

For durable, low maintenance, easy to manage drip irrigation

Cost:
First day general admission: $70 
Both days general admission: $120
First day BFQP: $60 
Both days BFQP: $110

Click here to register

Presented by: 
Bay Friendly Coalition

Sponsored by:
East Bay Municipal Utilities District (EBMUD)
Contra Costa Water District

Getting a Grip on Drip
The ultimate 2-day design and installation 
experience for landscape professionals

Includes the following:
• Irrigation hydraulics
• Plant/soil/water relationship
• Components of a drip system
• Line source and point source drip explained
• Scheduling drip zones
• Introducing WaterWonk’s Drip Designer app
• Other online resources for designing and scheduling drip
• Hands-on design of actual project

Includes the following:
• Retrofitting existing spray areas to drip
• Installing drip in new planting areas
• Building valve manifolds
• Troubleshooting problem areas with existing drip

This seminar pulls out all the stops. Learn how to design drip  
systems for new and established gardens. We’ll be hitting the 
ground running, so review the key drip principles and background 
materials here prior to day 1.

We hope you will attend both days.  
You must attend the first day in order to attend the second.

Lori Palmquist  
CID, CIC, CLWM, CLIA, Irrigation  
Designer & Partner at WaterWonk

Scott Sommerfeld 
Registered Landscape Architect, 
Water Conservation Representative, 
EBMUD 

DAY1Classroom 
When  Monday, November 7, 8:00 am – 4:00 pm 
Where EBMUD Administration Building,  
375 11th Street, Oakland, 2nd Floor  
(close to 12th Street BART station) 
Food Morning snacks and lunch provided
Instructors Lori Palmquist and Scott Sommerfeld DAY2 Hands-on field installation 

When   Saturday, November 12, 8:30 am – 3:30 pm 
Where At a site to be determined
Food Bring your own lunch
Instructors Lori Palmquist and Scott Sommerfeld

https://app.box.com/s/frbzdqwfuhrj445uk00q2pk2kh3p6w92
https://gripondrip2016.eventbrite.com


APLD California Chapter  
Quick Guide to 2016 Sponsors

Rain Bird Corporation is the leading manufacturer and provider of 
irrigation products and services. Since its beginnings, Rain Bird has 
offered the industry’s broadest range of irrigation products for farms, 
golf courses, sports arenas, commercial developments and homes in 
more than 130 countries around the world.

WELCOME TO OUR 2016 PLATINUM SPONSOR

The Intelligent Use of Water™

rainbird.com

2016 APLD CA GOLD SPONSORS

The single source supply solution for landscape 
professionals, delivering plants and trees along 
with a full range of other landscape materials 
directly to your job site—often within twenty-
four hours. We sell over 10,000 varieties of 
plants and trees. 

Belgard concrete pavers and retaining walls 
will enhance the aesthetics and value of your 
client’s property.  With a wide selection of 
colors, shapes and finishes, these products 
enhance any architectural style from 
Craftsman to Contemporary, and Mission to 
Mediterranean.  

Brickyard Building Materials serves all of your 
hardscape needs—specializing in masonry;  
natural stone; cultured stone; thin veneer 
stone; and  landscape boulders. We are the 
leading distributors of retaining wall blocks & 
interlocking pavers, along with all the allied 
materials to satisfy your client’s needs. 

Organization at the forefront of the Watershed 
Approach to landscaping. Training and 
certification for landscape professionals, 
including EPA WaterSense certification 
for Irrigation System Auditor. Professional 
opportunities and career development 
apprenticeships turning the landscape into an 
environmental solution.  

 bamboopipeline.com

Large selection of natural stone for paving, 
accents, walls, and water features. Custom 
and stock soil mixes, high quality compost, 
mulches, and organic fertilizers. Sustainable 
options, and many delivery choices, with a sales 
staff dedicated to the needs of professional 
designers. We look forward to working with you 
on your project.

A family owned independent garden 
center. We offer premium quality plants, 
knowledgeable service and competitive 
prices. Our Contractor Sales team is available 
to assist landscape professionals. 

At Devil Mountain Wholesale Nursery, enjoy 
the benefits of dealing with people who are 
passionate about plants and dedicated to 
excellence in every transaction.

Emerisa Gardens, Inc  is a wholesale nursery 
catering to landscapers and independent 
garden centers. We specialize in 4-inch 
perennials, herbs, ornamental grasses, roses, 
phormiums, shrubs, and organic herbs and 
vegetables.

Wholesale nursery grower of desert-adapted 
plants for the Southwest. We develop and 
specialize in plant quality, customer service and 
expertise

 Nestled in the historic Niles District of Fremont, 
Ogawa-Mune is a full service wholesale nursery 
and plant broker serving many parts of the Bay 
Area.

Pacific Nurseries is a full service wholesale 
grower and broker of quality landscape plants. 
Our role is to provide you, the landscape 
professional, with everything you need in 
quality plant materials; from ground covers to 
specimen trees.  One of the leading suppliers in 
the greater San Francisco Bay Area.

Global selection with personal service. PBM- 
your natural stone, manufactured stone, brick 
and paver supplier. Serving Northern California 
since 1923, with a masonry showroom in 
Mountain View and four Greater Bay Area yards.

belgard.biz

thebrickyard.com

greengardensgroup.com

devilmountainnursery.com

emerisa.com

idiggreenacres.com

lyngsogarden.com

mswn.com

ogawamune@yahoo.com

pacificnurseries.com

pbm1923.com

http://www.rainbird.com/corporate/IUOW/index.htm
http://www.rainbird.com/landscape/index.htm
http://www.rainbird.com/landscape/index.htm
http://www.apldca.org
http://www.thebrickyard.com
www.greengardensgroup.com
http://www.bamboopipeline.com
http://www.bamboopipeline.com
http://www.lyngsogarden.com
http://www.idiggreenacres.com
www.emerisa.com
http://www.devilmountainnursery.com
mailto:ogawamuni%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.mswn.com
http://www.pbm1923.com
http://www.belgard.biz
http://www.thebrickyard.com
http://www.greengardensgroup.com
http://www.devilmountainnursery.com
http://www.emerisa.com
http://www.idiggreenacres.com
http://www.lyngsogarden.com
http://www.mswn.com
mailto:ogawamune%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.pacificnurseries.com
http://pbm1923.com
http://www.rainbird.com/landscape/index.htm
http://www.belgard.biz
http://www.thebrickyard.com
http://pacificnurseries.com
http://www.emerisagardens.com
http://pbm1923.com


Wholesale grower of ornamental plant material 
to the landscape professionals with more than 
700 acres of growing facilities in both Northern 
and Southern California, which provides us the 
growing opportunities to optimize quantity, 
quality and diversity. 

A twenty-acre nursery in Santa Rosa with over 
two thousand varieties of the finest nursery 
stock available:  trees, shrubs, perennials, fruit 
trees, olives, specimen trees, Japanese maples, 
conifers & natives. Delivering to many parts of 
the Bay Area.

We sell efficient irrigation , lighting supplies. 
We promote these sales through education and 
customer service. We specialize in drip irrigation, 
efficient spray systems and LED lighting. Our 
stores are in San Francisco, Mill Valley, and 
Richmond.

San Marcos Growers is a wholesale nursery 
located in Santa Barbara that specializes 
in plants for California’s Mediterranean 
climate, including bulbs, grasses, perennials, 
succulents, shrubs, trees and vines. We are not 
open to the public but sell to retail nurseries 
and landscape professionals throughout 
California.

American Manufacturer of solid brass and 
copper outdoor landscape lighting.

Tough, low-maintenance plants that were 
bred & individually selected to provide design 
professionals with solutions to common 
landscape challenges. Each variety not only 
looks great but also possess its own unique 
landscape benefits that will compliment any low 
maintenance plant palette.

asian-ceramics.com gardensoft.com

lightcraftoutdoor.com visionrecycling.comdeltabluegrass.com

fxl.com & hunterindustries.com

2016 APLD CA SILVER SPONSORS

Bourget Bros.  
Building Materials

bourgetbros.com

Calstone Company 
calstone.com

Ewing Irrigation  
ewing1.com

Gro-Power   
gropower.com

Nature Designs  
naturedesigns.net

Sunset Western Garden Collection  
sunsetwesterngardencollection.com

2016 APLD CA BRONZE SPONSORS

APLD Members:  
Do you want to share your positive experience with an APLD CA Sponsor?  
We are now collecting Member Testimonials for the 2016/2017 sponsorship year. 
Show your appreciation! Send your Sponsor Testimonial to sponsorship@apldca.org

2016 APLD CA GOLD SPONSORS

sanmarcosgrowers.com

spjlighting.com

tuffyplants.com

urbanfarmerstore.com

urbantreefarm.com

villagenurserieslc.com

http://www.urbantreefarm.com
http://www.urbanfarmerstore.com
http://www.sanmarcosgrowers.com
http://www.spjlighting.com
http://www.tuffyplants.com
http://www.asian-ceramics.com
http://www.gardensoft.com
http://www.lightcraftoutdoor.com
http://www.visionrecycling.com
http://www.visionrecycling.com
http://www.deltabluegrass.com
http://www.deltabluegrass.com
http://www.fxl.com
http://www.hunterindustries.com
http://www.bourgetbros.com
http://www.calstone.com
http://www.ewing1.com
http://www.gropower.com
http://www.naturedesigns.net
http://www.sunsetwesterngardencollection.com
mailto:sponsorship%40apldca.org?subject=
http://www.sanmarcosgrowers.com
http://www.spjlighting.com
http://www.tuffyplants.com
http://www.urbanfarmerstore.com
http://www.urbantreefarm.com
http://www.villagenurserieslc.com
http://www.villagenurserieslc.com
http://www.asian-ceramics.com
http://www.fxl.com
http://www.hunterindustries.com
http://www.gardensoft.com
http://www.lightcraftoutdoor.com
http://www.bourgetbros.com
http://www.bourgetbros.com
http://www.calstone.com
http://ewing1.com
http://gropower.com
http://www.naturedesigns.net
http://www.sunsetwesterngardencollection.com
mailto:sponsorship%40apldca.org?subject=
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There is such a rise in activity in October. We soon 
enter the last quarter of the year, and businesses 
are working on year-end strategies and new year 
projections. Designers are placing their orders for 
November planting, and preparing their plans for 
spring installations. Contractors are working like 
crazy to keep construction moving and lining up 
work for 2017. Students are well into the semester 
learning to balance their workload with the rest 
of life.

It’s a busy time for APLD, too. A few weeks 
ago, many Bay Area members traveled to the 
International Conference in Sante Fe to meet 
with designers from around the world, attend 
workshops, and tour fabulous gardens. Colin 
Miller was awarded three Silver Awards and three 
Bronze awards; and Patricia St. John, APLD was 
awarded a Silver Award, along with the Chapter 
Service award given to a member for exemplary 
service to APLD Chapter and Districts. 

I attended APLD’s Leadership Symposium the 
day before the conference, and met with other 
chapter leaders from across the country, sharing 
ideas and learning how APLD International 
supports the work of our CA chapter and districts.

As we wind down our first full year as the 
consolidated Bay Area District, I am proud of 
your board’s accomplishments in programming 
and events, and of the way you have supported 
our sponsors throughout the district. Your board 
and sponsor colleagues are working hard to 
keep you, our members, engaged, informed, and 
connected.  

Our outlook for 2017 continues with excellent 
programming and training opportunities, more 
networking and advocacy, and expanding our 
partnerships with peers and supporters. Take 
advantage of all that your membership offers: 
attend events, make suggestions, offer support 
and feedback. 

Be active! Plan ahead! Get ready for 2017!

Cheers!

Linda Middleton
President, APLD Bay Area District

UPCOMING EVENTS

See our November events on the next 
page, and stay tuned for more details on 
these exciting December events:

Friday, December 2, 2016

Beyond Bluestone — Creating a 
Signature Style with Imaginative 
Materials at Lyngso Garden Materials, 345 
Shoreway Rd, San Carlos. Afternoon time 
to be announced soon!

Thursday, December 8, 2016

APLD Holiday Celebration, December 
8, at Living Green Design, 1465 Custer 
Avenue, San Francisco. Early evening time 
to be announced soon!

Members, watch your email and visit 
apldca.org/apld-events for updates. 

BAY AREA DISTRICT

A Letter from Linda

apldca.org/apld-events
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Did you miss our August edition?  
If so, you can click on the cover image 
below view and download the issue.

APLD Bay Area 
District Raises over 
$400 for the Merritt 
College Landscape 
Horticulture 
Department

Following our fun and totally free “Hort Book 
Swap” on Sept 13, APLD turned around and host-
ed a “Hort Book Sale” with all left over books (there 
were hundereds dontated by local APLD members 
and faculty!) at the Merritt College Fall Plant Sale 
on October 1 & 2. The “Hort Book Sale” was a big 
hit and brought in over $400 to help fund pro-
grams within the landscape department. APLD 
Bay Area strongly values our relationship with 
local colleges and plans to continue sponsoring 
events like this in the future. - M. Fisher

BAY AREA DISTRICT

Outdoor Water Features and Water Walls        
with ceramic sculptor Damien Jones

November 1 in the East Bay/4pm-6pm, 
Lafayette Veteran’s Memorial Center              
3780 Mt.Diablo Blvd in Lafayette

November 15 on the Peninsula/4pm-6pm 
Peninsula Building Materials Showroom      
2490 Charleston Rd., Mountain View

APLD Members $5, Currently Enrolled Students $10, 
Non-members $20

Damien Jones, a ceramic sculptor, had his beginnings 
as an Industrial Designer, working on such diverse 
projects as a cleaner for InvisAlign’s teeth aligners 
to the Swiffer wet mop. After those experiences, 
he devoted himself to art and evolved into a 
sculptor, working with hand-built ceramic forms. His 
breakthrough came when he closed and stacked the 
vessel forms he’d been working with. They have now 
been transformed into refined, sculptural outdoor 
fountains.

Damien Jones will take us through the evolution of his 
creative process, and show us what it takes to create 
his collection of sculpture and water features that 
are appropriate for residential and public spaces. His 
water fountains are unique because of his engineering 
background. They provide intriguing focal points and 
bring the refreshing sound and feel of water to our 
drought stricken gardens. His goal in creating these 
water features—sometimes reaching seven feet in 
height— is to “express truths about our nature, to 
somehow evoke a sense of spiritual presence, while 
still clinging to the knowable, relatable relationship to 
my works as vessels.”

http://www.apldca.org/the-august-2016-apld-california-chapter-newsletter/
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Fall has come to the APLD Sacramento District, where we had a busy summer 
promoting good landscape design practices. We have recently gotten in touch with 
current and former members in order to ensure our channels of communication are 
current, and to exalt the benefits of being a member of our revitalized district.

Our board has created a program of events for this fall and on into next year that will 
offer many exciting new opportunities to network, and increase our knowledge and 
expertise. We look forward to seeing you there.

Our previous Designer Dirt events proved useful to the members that participated. 
We saw old and new friends at our September 29 gathering, where we collaborated 
to critique our own designs, and build a stronger, shared approach to implementing 
excellent design practices. 

Fall is a very busy time of the year for the landscape industry, and you are surely in the 
enjoying the  many exciting projects and opportunities of the season. I wish you a very 
productive and instructive time, and hope to see you soon!

Sincerely, 

Martin G. Carrion van Rijn
President, APLD Sacramento District

SACRAMENTO DISTRICT

A Message from Martin

Save The Date for the 
Ecolandscape Conference

FEBRUARY 11, 2017

Since 2003, EcoLandscape has been putting on cutting edge conferences for Landscape Professionals. 
Join colleagues commited to landscape sustainability, sound business practices, and sensible land-
based solutions, in response to the growing market for our services. Stay tuned, and plan to invite a 
friend or colleague.   www.ecolandscapecalifornia.org 

https://www.apld.org/find-a-designer/member-profile/?id=3877&wpid=1991
www.ecolandscapecalifornia.org
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SACRAMENTO DISTRICT

Marti Meyer, Secretary, and Gary Kernick, Events, are pictured. Soleil Tranquilli provided the adorable 
Talavera bus planter from her pop-up store.

RECENT EVENTS 

APLD at the Fair Oaks Harvest Festival 
— Mary-Lee Gilliland 

On a typical warm sunny afternoon in Fair Oaks, 
a wonderful group of like-minded gardeners, 
horticulturalists, and designers from the 
Association of Professional Landscape Designers 
met to make things just a bit brighter in the 
landscape world.  

This friendly event, The Annual Fair Oaks Harvest 
Festival, occurs in a community park with 
rolling hills, many native trees, and even a large 
demonstration garden run by Master Gardeners, 
filled with natives, water-wise plants, veggie and 
orchard crops. Every year, like-minded folks set up 
shade booths decked with display products and 
plants, to share their area of expertise.  

APLD was no exception, with six designers on 
hand in two time slots, sharing ideas, comments 
on gardening, answering questions and explaining 
all the myriad things that designers can and will 
do to help those who need it. Martin, Gary and 
Bernadette set up the booth this year, making sure 

to have their cards available, and books on 
hand to open conversations. 

Photo take-always and a sample plan 
completed the picture, so that attendees 
walked away with a reminder of the value 
of landscape design. Hiding under the table 
cover, extra plans were ready to be shown 
to an interested potential client - or just to 
express a point visually. 

In the afternoon Mary-Lee and Marti arrived 
to pitch in,  and “pitch” their ideas of design. 
The camaraderie is such that other booth 
owners come by to chat, ask or answer 
questions about plants or insects or the latest 
irrigation methods.  

In a few short hours, many people found 
answers to questions, and new connections 
and friends were made between the public, 
our members, and horticultural colleagues. 
Every year the circle of those who value 
and enjoy their gardens, and the resulting 
preservation of natural lifem is amplified. 
And we—as APLD members who become 
part of this event—are just a bit more 
gratified!
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https://www.apld.org/find-a-designer/member-profile/?id=3815&wpid=1489
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UPCOMING EVENTS
 
Watershed Approach to Landscaping Class for Home Gardeners & Landscape Professionals
Saturday, November 12, 2016, 9 am–5 pm
Pannell Meadowview Community Center,  
2450 Meadowview Road, Sacramento, CA
$10;  RSVP/Registration:
WatershedClassSacramento.eventbrite.com
5 APLD CEUs

September ‘s Designer Dirt Session included plan 
review and critiques, planning for 2017 programs, 
all in the beautiful setting of the Design Center at 
Silverado Building Materials. This kind of face-to-
face interaction with peers is what APLD camara-
derie is about!

SACRAMENTO DISTRICT

SAVE THE DATE

The APLD Sacramento District will host a 
tour of  Cornerstone Gardens in Sonoma, CA, 
home of the Sunset Magazine Test Gardens

Saturday, April 29, 2017  DOWNLOAD AND SHARE THIS FLYER 
WITH INDUSTRY COLLEAGUES

photo: Bernadette Balics 

Around the table left to right: 
APLD Sacramento District members Martin 
Carrion van Rijn, Soleil Tranquilli, Marti 
Meyer, Mary-Lee Gilland, Gary Kernick, and 
Cheryl Buckwalter.

WatershedClassSacramento.eventbrite.com
http://silveradobldg.com/design-center/
http://silveradobldg.com/design-center/
http://www.apldca.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Sacramento-watershed-class-flyer.pdf
http://www.apldca.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Sacramento-watershed-class-flyer.pdf
http://www.apldca.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Sacramento-watershed-class-flyer.pdf
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I love being a landscape designer - most of the time. It is fulfilling and rewarding - most 
of the time. It’s creative and transformative - most of the time. And then, every so often, 
there comes a client who can be exceedingly challenging. That challenge can take many 
forms but my specific dilemma with a client is: how can I give them what they want, 
even though it’s not a sustainable or environmentally responsible landscape?  

I consider myself to be a steward of the earth and, as such, I strive to incorporate as 
many sustainable practices into each design as I can. Where and when possible, I try to 
educate my clients as to the many benefits of creating a sustainable landscape and I am 
successful at it—most of the time. 

But not this time, and not with this particular client. For example, their idea of good 
drainage is to get all the water off the property as fast as possible; they don’t like dirt 
so most of the landscape will have lots of hardscape (read: concrete. I think you get the 
picture). I did win on the question of having turf-they wanted synthetic and a lot of it, 
but we compromised on real turf, and just a small amount.  We are using Netafim drip 
irrigation along with Hunter MP rotators for the turf so at least the irrigation will be 
efficient (plus it made me feel better)!

There really is no solution to my dilemma-my question is actually rhetorical. I’m sure 
other designers have come across this same or similar situation. I know that for me, 
I need to realize that this particular client is an anomaly and move on to the next 
opportunity in creating a sustainable landscape that a future client will welcome. 
Knowing that my APLD colleagues understand and support my efforts means that  
I will continue to shift my clients toward sustainable design decisions—all of the time.

Sincerely,
 
Kimberly Alexander 
President, APLD San Diego District

SAN DIEGO DISTRICT

A Designer’s Dilemma

https://www.apld.org/find-a-designer/member-profile/?id=2905&wpid=1738
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San Diego Rebate Update
courtesy of the Earth Friendly Homeowner

In San Diego County, “turf removal rebates” have 
progressed to adopt a new name-- ‘incentives’. These 
lanscape rebates are being funded under the San 
Diego Sustainable Landscapes Program. The program 
incentives will pay out $1.75/square foot of turf re-
moved, and for those living in the City of San Diego, an 
additional $0.50, brings the total to $2.25/square foot. 

The total incentive value is $875-$1,750 for those 
outside the city of San Diego, and $1,125-$2,250 if you 
live within the city. Find out what rebate and incentive 
programs there are available in San Diego County.
— Diane Downey, The Earth-Friendly Homeowner

Click here for more information

And, visit this fresh post from program partner Surfrid-
er Foundation’s Ocean Friendly Gardens blog. Program 
Manager Paul Herzog 

Surfrider Blog with details on Sustainable 
Landscape Program Incentives

SAN DIEGO DISTRICT

UPCOMING EVENTS

Inspirations from Worldwide Gardens
with Landscape Designer, Author, Speaker and 
Host of  A Growing Passion on KPBS

October 24, 2016
3:00 - 3:30pm Refreshments and Networking
3:30pm - 6:00pm Program

San Diego County Credit Union
501 North El Camino Real
Encinitas, CA 92024

RSVP HERE

Join us as Nan Sterman shares inspiration from 
gardens she has visited on her many travels. 
Nan will take us on a virtual trip to international 
gardens that will show us trends in other parts 
of the world, inspire us with the beauty of those 
gardens, and expand the ways we approach our 
own landscapes.  We are proud to have Nan as a 
professional member of APLD.  For more about 
Nan, visit her profile at APLD.ORG.

EcoLandscape California webinar series:  
“Focus on Sustainability, Season Four”

Urban Tree Selection in a Changing Climate
Nov. 1, 2016  @ 10:00 am - 11:00 am - PST
Presented by Dr. Bert Cregg

Dirty Streets to Dirty BMPS: Maintaining 
Clean Stormwater BMPs Along Roadways
Nov. 4, 2016  @ 10:00 am - 11:00 am - PST 
Presented by Mary Travaglini

Soil Amendments: What Works, What Should 
Be Avoided?
Nov. 16  @ 10:00 am - 11:00 am - PST
Presented by Mark Highland

Preregistration is REQUIRED
Click here to purchase your ticket

Are you hosting an event of interest to 
Landscape Design Professionals? Please post 
to our Online Calendar. We will review your 
submission and post your event online, and 
in event updates sent to our local members. 

CLICK HERE TO SUBMIT YOUR EVENT

http://www.earthfriendlyhomeowner.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/inspirations-from-world-wide-gardens-tickets-28664728976?ref=enivtefor001&invite=MTA5MzYxNjgvVHJhY2V5QGJvdGFuaXNjYXBlcy5jb20vMA%3D%3D&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&ref=enivtefor001&utm_term=attend
https://www.apld.org/find-a-designer/member-profile/?id=2867&wpid=1254
http://ecolandscape.org/webinars/eventsRegisterWebinar.html
http://apldca.mhsoftware.com/publicAdd.jsp
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The Plant Lover’s Guide  
to Hardy Geraniums

By Robin Parer

Hardy geraniums are a mainstay of the garden, treasured as much for their 
handsome foliage and easy-going nature as for their charming flowers, 
which range from pure white to pink, rose, magenta, lilac, violet, and blue. 
Whether you’re looking for a groundcover, a shade-lover, a rock-garden 
specimen, or a border beauty, you’ll find it here, along with expert advice 
on cultivation, design, and propagation.

The Plant Lover’s Guides offer a rich source of information on 
both new and classic garden plants. Written by enthusiastic 
experts, they recommend the best varieties for different 
situations, inspire ideas for new plant combinations, and are 
packed with resources for the home gardener. These gorgeous 
guides celebrate the beauty of each plant and form a 
comprehensive library that every plant lover will want to own.

Click here for more on the Timber Press website

Timber Press / Hardcover / $24.95

BOOK REVIEW

Robin Parer

Robin Parer is the owner of 
Geraniaceae, a mail-order 
nursery specializing in 
members of the geranium 
family.

This book by Robin Parer is part of a series published 
in partnership with Kew Gardens in England. There are 
a twelve books in the series, featuring plant families 
from ferns to salvias, sedums to snowdrops, magnolias 
to tulips. Robin has written her book, however, with 
gardeners in the United States in mind. There is a lot 
of information in the book that can inspire garden 
designers to take another look at geraniums for the 
California dry garden. They bring a soft textured, 
colorful element—something that is often missing in 
a xeric approach. In the Bay Area, we have the added 
benefit of being able to go straight to the source 
for expert advice and inspiration—as well as tips on 
cultivation and maintenance. After all, Robin “wrote 
the book” on Hardy Geraniums.
      —DG

BOOK REVIEW

http://www.timberpress.com/books/plant_lovers_guide_hardy_geraniums/parer/9781604694185
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A FIELD DAY WITH GERANIACEAE
by Diane Goldsmith

Tucked into the flats of Richmond, at the same 
elevation as San Francisco Bay, is Geraniaceae 
Nursery, Robin Parer’s greenhouse for propagating 
and growing the Bay Area’s largest collection of 
pelargoniums and monsonias. “My location in 
Richmond,” Robin claims, “is one of the best in the 
entire Bay Area. Weather conditions are great for 
growing plants.” 

Robin says, ” The nice thing about geraniums is 
that there is a plant in the family that will work in 
any kind of garden. You can have conditions of sun 
or  light shade. You can grow them in containers, 
alpine troughs, or on walls.”

The collection includes monsonias, also members 
of the Geraniaceae. Monsonias are mainly from 
the grasslands of Africa, and some are adapted 
to arid locations. “Monsonias can be grown in the 
ground in Southern California,” Robin says, “but 
here, winter rains are a problem. We can enjoy 
them indoors or in a greenhouse kept dry in 
winter.”

Erodiums are found in the countries around the 
Mediterranean Sea, and in addition, there are two 
California natives. One of these, Erodium texanum, 
is an annual with grey leaves and dark pink flowers 
with dark centers. 

As a plant collector, Robin 
often goes out in the field 
for material. One day, out 
in the desert near Hwy 10 
in Indio, she was bent over 
at the waist gathering seed 
when she was buzzed by an 
airplane.  “It was La Migra.” 
she explains.  “I’m sure they 
weren’t expecting to see a 
botanist!”   

The desert mouse is Robin’s competitor on these 
forays, for it also collects the seeds of erodium. “If 
seed collecting is not timed perfectly, you’ll find 
the plant is bare, and nearby mouse holes will 
have husks spread all around the entrance to the 
mouse’s burrow.”

Landscape designers are welcome to visit the 
greenhouse and the nursery by appointment. 
Robin has the quantity, quality and rarity seldom 
matched by other growers, not to mention the 
knowledge to help designers add plants from 
the Geraniaceae to their plant palettes. We 
are lucky to have a horticultural expert in our 
community and should take advantage of it. 
Designers can get 20% off the price of plants. 

Robin sums it up.  “I love gardeners. I enjoy 
learning how they feel about their gardens and I 
enjoy growing and collecting.”

Contact: 
Phone:  (415) 461-4168
Email:   geraniac@pacbell.net
Web site: geraniaceae.com

Robin’s greenhouse in Richmond dates back to 1932.  
“It’s glass and we have glued it back together many 
times. We use washable paint on the roof to reduce the 
heat inside,” Robin says.

Erodium texanum  
in the wild

Photo: Diane Goldsmith

http://www.geraniaceae.com
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Geraniums for Shade 
“When we talk about shade,” Robin reminds 
us, “there are so many qualifiers. Is the shade 
dappled? Then there’s filtered shade and dense 
or total shade.” She continues, “Gardeners need to 
really look at the shade in their gardens. My book 
has lots of descriptions of these conditions that 
can help.”

Robin says, ”Watch your plants during the first 
year in the garden. If they don’t appear to thrive, 
move them around. It is easy to transplant hardy 
geraniums. Just use a fork and lift them. Most 
divide easily with your hands, which cause less 
root damage than a fork or trowel. Transplanting 
offers a good chance to look at the roots.”

Robin’s book has more than ten geranium species 
that thrive in the shade. Many designers might 
be familiar with G. x cantabrigiense ‘Biokovo,’  a 
sure thing in the darker corners of a garden. But 
one of Robin’s  favorites is unusual for its color: 
leaves are splashed a purple-black against a green 
background:

Geranium phaeum  ‘Samobor’ 
Zone: 4-9; 15–20 inches; Maroon flowers and 
leaves with a broad band of brown in the center.

Geraniums for Dry Conditions
When Robin wrote her book, she invited landscape 
designers from around the country to provide lists 
of their favorite Geraniums for various conditions. 
The following plants are recommended for 
California’s dry landscapes by Judy Horton, who 
works in Los Angeles.

Geranium ‘Brookside’
Zone: 5–9; 30–36 x 24–36 inches; Forms tall 
clumps with medium green leaves and violet-blue 
flowers with a small white center.

Geranium incanum 
Zones: 9-10; 12–20 x 24 inches; Dense mounding 
evergreen perennial with a long, thickened 
taproot; finely dissected leaves, masses of mauve 
to pink to white flowers for nine months of the 
year; does not require heavy watering. 

Geranium maderense  
Zones: 8–10; 48–60 x 36–48 inches; Large biennial 
rosette plant, forms large dinner-plate size leaves 
at the end of fleshy red-brown stems with deep 
pink  flowers displayed on a large head. From the 
island of Madeira off North Africa.

Geranium sanguinium
Zones: 4–10; 6–34 x 10–24 inches; Mounding 
perennial with dark green fingered leaves, forms 
a rosette; Flowers are 1 inch wide and saucer 
shaped, from white to palest pink to magenta.

Geranium ‘Rozanne’
Zones: 5–10; 18–36 x 24–48 inches; Large 
mounding plant with slightly marbled leaves, 
beautiful lilac-blue flowers with purple-lilac veins 
and pale center. Profuse flowering lasts from late 
spring through to frost. 

Blossoms of  shade tolerant 
Geranium phaeum ‘Samobor’

Blossom of  reliable 
bloomer Geranium 

‘Rozanne’
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Diane Goldsmith is a member of the APLD Bay Area 
District, and the Layout & Graphics Coordinator for the 
APLD California Chapter Newsletter

https://www.apld.org/find-a-designer/member-profile/?id=3409&wpid=1414http://
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CALL FOR 2017 GARDEN TOUR SUBMITTALS

Gardens 
1. A predominantly climate-friendly plant palette  

that includes Mediterranean climate  
and California native plantings.

2. No traditional turf. “Alternative lawns” are acceptable.
3. Upgraded, efficient irrigation systems.
4. Best practices including WELO plant palettes, use of 

recycled materials, OMRI certified compost and mulch, 
integrated pest management, rainwater catchment,  
no use of artificial fertilizers or herbicides.

Designer/Builder participation
1. Obtain permission from your clients to show the 

garden.
2. Arrange to have your garden “tour ready, looking very 

snappy on tour day.
3. Participate as docent in the garden you have designed 

and/or built. You may work 1/2 day or the full day.   
A table and chair, lunch, drinks and a gift are included.

4. Distribute any of your professional materials or other 
educational information during the day.

Tour History
The 2015 tour included 22 front gardens with no lawn 
and was a wonderful success. 

The foundation planned to accommodate 150 
attendees—400 PEOPLE bought tickets.

During the tour day, the foundation also held a plant 
sale that featured succulents and other plants from 
Mediterranean regions.The tour has a professionally 
designed advertising plan that includes a brochure 
and map. A short description of the garden and your 
information will be included in the brochure.  

If you would like more information and/or to submit a 
garden, please contact Georgia Madden at 
georgia@fmlanddesign.com 

Submittal deadline is November 30, 2016.

photo courtesy of Georgia Madden

 

 
Are you interested in a unique and fun way to show your work  

and promote your professional services? 

The LIVING COLOR/ The California Way Garden Tour  
offers this opportunity.

The Alameda Support Foundation 
is sponsoring its second garden tour in Alameda on 

Saturday, May 13, 2017 from 11-4 PM. 
 

All proceeds benefit local college scholarships. ASF is planning to include 
15 gardens in 2017, and believes that including local design talent would 
be a huge bonus to tour attendees. The foundation is currently looking to 
review potential tour gardens in Alameda that exemplify climate-friendly 

landscapes and practices. 

Criteria for review and participation:
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Vectorworks Instructor at Merritt College

After around 10 years of teaching Vector-

works at Merritt (LH34ABC, and doing a 

wonderful job of it), Sharon Gibson has 

decided to retire from teaching. 

I am writing to put the word out that we 

need to find a new instructor for the course 

for this spring, 2017. This person would 

have an AA, BA or higher degree and several 

years of experience in landscape design, be 

very familiar with Vectorworks as a land-

scape design tool, and like to teach. 

If you know of anyone (including yourself ) 

who might be interested, please contact me 

at cgrampp@peralta.edu I can provide more 

details about the position at that time.

 
–Chris Grampp
Department Chair, Landscape Horticulture

Merritt College

Suzanne Arca Designs seeks candidates for two positions. Click on the links for full descrip-tions, experience requirements, and contact information:

Landscape Skilled Construction/Main-tenance Crew Member

Landscape Maintenance Gardener

Submit opportunities to 
newsletter@apldca.org

Join the sustainability 
committee for our 2017 
planning sessions

Members are welcome to join us for a 
series of district-based sessions to update 
you on our successful efforts in 2017, and 
to identify next steps to advocate for the 
watershed approach at the local and state 
level. 

Starting in January, 2017, California 
Chapter past presidents Amelia Lima, APLD 
and Maureen Decombe will travel to local 

districts, and work with local members to 
focus on regional efforts, and:

• share steps taken in 2016 to 
contribute to a growing movement 
of landscape professionals

• set local goals for a 2017 strategy to 
amplify and build on our success

• to be part of planning a Chapter-
wide effort to promote sensible 
sustainable residential land use

email sustainability@apldca.org

mailto:cgrampp%40peralta.edu?subject=
http://www.apldca.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Landscxape-Constr.Crew-Ad.pdf
http://www.apldca.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Landscxape-Constr.Crew-Ad.pdf
http://www.apldca.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Landscape-Maintenance-Gardener-Job-Ad.pdf
mailto:sustainability%40apldca.org?subject=Interest%20in%202017%20sustainability%20sessions%20
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Debbie Gliksman
Soleil Tranquilli
Patricia St. John, APLD
Mary Fisher, APLD
Francesca Corra
Jacky Surber
Kristan Browne
Diane Goldsmith

Linda Middleton, APLD
Martin Carrion van Rijn
Mary-Lee Gilliland
Bernadette Balics
Hope Nelson
Kimberly Alexander
Lisa Bellora
Georgia Madden

Newsletter Coordinator: 
Maureen Decombe

Graphics Coordinator: 
Diane Goldsmith

Contributors to the October Issue

Do you love to write about landscape design, new product discoveries, and reliable, gorgeous plant 
combinations? Are you a blogger with an idea or article to share? Our bi-monthly newsletter aims to be a 
trove of resources and opportunities for our residential landscape design community. 

Submitting your article is easy. Email your ideas, photos, essays, and opinions to newsletter@apldca.org. 
The deadline for our next issue is November 5,  2016. Please note the early deadline!

Thank you to everyone listed below for your contributions to this issue:

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Professional Members

Dennis Wahler
Wahler Design Group Ltd.
Bay Area District

Mario Herrada
Zacate Landscape Design
Bay Area District

Yael Ehrenberg Hellion
Verde360 
Bay Area District

Oriol Royo Obregon
Verde360
Bay Area District

Julie M Gile
Julie M Gile Landscape Design
Bay Area District 

Allied Members

Scott Burbank
Burbank Botanical Landscaping
Bay Area District

Student Members

Hayden Scott Regina
Bay Area District

Casey Harper
Bay Area District

Please give a warm welcome to these new members of the APLD California Chapter. Thank you to all who 
have joined and renewed for 2016!


