


 
 

APLDCA booth at SFF&GS 

APLD 
California Chapter 
Upcoming Events

  
Be sure to visit our online

 Events calendar , 
(www.apldca.org/Events.aspx)  
to see full details for each of the 

events below as well as non-
APLD events of interest to our 

members.
  

Thurs, April 8, 2010
Better Business Practices -and- 
APLD Certification Mentoring

Greater Los Angeles District
 

Tues, April 13, 2010
Using California Natives

East Bay District
 

Wed, April 14, 2010
Efficient Water Use in the 

Landscape
North Bay District

 
Tues, April 20, 2010

The Edible Landscape with Pam 
Pierce

San Francisco District
 

Wed, April 28, 2010
UC Davis Arboretum All-Stars/ 

New Plant Introductions
Peninsula District

 
Thurs, April 29, 2010

Ca Chapter Board Meeting
APLDCA Chapter

 
Tues, May 4, 2010

Board Meeting / 2012 Annual 
Meeting Site Committee/Sponsor 

Tour
Sacramento District

 
Fri, May 7,2010

East Bay District Board Meeting
East Bay District

 
Tues, May 11, 2010

Models for a Successful Landscape 
Business

East Bay District
 

Wed, May 12, 2010
North Bay District Meetings

North Bay District
 

Wed, May 26, 2010
Lawn Alternatives
Peninsula District

 
 

OUR GOLD SPONSORS  
  

APLD California Chapter 
  April 2010 Newsletter 

 
President's Message 
By Joni Wilson 
 
This year, under new ownership, the San 
Francisco Flower & Garden Show 
celebrated its 25th Anniversary. I hope you 
had an opportunity to attend and celebrate, 
as I did, the many innovative display 
gardens. Our own Laura Schaub, 
former Peninsula District President, was 
the Show’s PR person - as you’ve seen in 
her many Tweets and Facebook comments 
over the last six months - a wise choice 
that resulted in another outstanding 
success. Congratulations to Laura and to 
show producer Kay Estey for a stellar 
show and a job very well done!
 
Once again, the creativity and leadership 
of APLDCA was abundantly evident in 
every facet of the Show. For the APLD 
award, the judges based their selection on 
APLD’s criteria to honor the winning 
designer (see article below): Mary Te 
Salle, a renewing member, not only won 
the award, she also wowed the hearts of all 
APLD members who visited her elegantly 
whimsical garden. A huge Thank You to 

Janet Bell, APLD, former Chapter President, for again coordinating the 
annual award presentation. We welcome Janet’s replacement, Pamela 
Simonds, APLD, East Bay District, who will coordinate the judging effort 
for the next few years.
 
The APLD booth, spearheaded by Marit Hansen and Shannon Swain, 
aptly reflected our state-wide presence and our professionalism. All 
northern California district members had the opportunity to display their 
work through the continuing looped slide show. Our expertise also was 
exemplified during the Show’s seminars where current State Legislative 
Chair Pamela Berstler focused on the financial rewards of saving water.
 
This year’s theme - Gardens of the Future – was relevant and provocative. 
All gardens, large and small, contained some useful ideas for designers and 
homeowners alike.  From plant material to re-purposed accessories and 
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materials, earth’s renewal and hope for the future was ubiquitous.  As 
people brush off the winter doldrums and reach for their trowels and 
shovels, we designers can perpetuate this practice by incorporating veggie 
gardens, re-purposing existing water features, reinvigorating plant beds 
with more sustainable materials, specifying permeable surfaces - all our 
efforts can be accomplished with an eye toward a robust, sustainable future 
for landscape design in California.
 
For APLDCA designers, the San Francisco Flower & Garden Show is an 
outstanding vehicle to show-case our talents and aptitude through evocative 
designs, volunteering at our educational booth, writing or speaking. By 
taking part in craft and garden shows, garden tours, District and other 
events, our positive ‘can do’ attitude will prevail. And as the garden show 
amply demonstrates, here in California, and in this economy, there are 
many ways for us to declare ‘We’re here, we’re involved and we care!’ It’s 
time to get dirty again. And I for one am ready!
 
Note: Later this month, the Greater LA District will update us on their 
garden design show and I’m sure that once again, they will retain their 
cutting edge.
 
And the Award Goes To…
 
 Twice Upon a Tree House: A Modern Fairytale
designed by Mary Te Salle of Quite Contrary Garden Design: 
www.quitecontrarygardendesign.com
 
In Mary’s garden: found objects, industrial salvage and fanciful art pieces 
combine to turn a childhood fantasy into a reality shared by the whole 
family.  A tree house (human-nest) sits at the center of this modern 
fairytale, encouraging adventure from a new perspective.  The backdrop of 
100 year-old olive trees, under-planted with perennials and grasses, 
engages the senses while anchoring the space.  In front is a gently burbling 
pond showcasing aquatic habitat.  Whether by the water, on land or in the 
air, this garden offers opportunities for everyone to experience nature while 
reclaiming resources and creating habitat through the elimination of lawn 
space.  The garden is a unique point of connection for people and the 
natural world.
 
The judges selected this design based on APLD’s criteria as ‘the garden 
that best demonstrates plant knowledge, design skill, creativity and 
suitability to the hypothetical client.’  Click here to see photos.
 
An honorary award also must be bestowed on Janet Bell for annually 
coordinating the awards and recruiting a consistently dynamic crew of 
judges. Over the years our judges have honored designers – including too-
numerous-to-mention APLD members – who rigorously and ably uphold 
APLD’s highest standards of practice. Thanks to all who contributed to this 
effort.
 
Joni Wilson  
President  
APLD California Chapter
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News from...
The Board and Districts  

 
 
 

 
 
Who Are We?
Janet Enright, Membership Chair
 
This month I talked to Li Vellinga. Li held the APLD 
California Communications Chair from 2006 through 
2009 and I wanted to get her perspective on what that 
role was about.
 
What I got was not just Li’s story, but a historical view 
of how APLDCA got where it is and what it has taken 
to get here.  I learned about how APLDCA started, how 
it grew, how it was jostled at times, and what it took 
to embrace new energy.  Li spoke with candor and 
sweet remembrance about who we are and what we 
can be together, about the very personal nature of our own lives and how that 
brings richness and depth to our shared history.
 
Forgive me if I don’t reference every person who was part of the founding 
APLDCA group – our goal wasn’t to get an accurate recounting of everyone 
involved - I was inspired to tell that story, but that’s another day.  Today I’m 
going to tell Li’s story as she told it to me, reminiscing about her experience with 
APLD.
 
Li's own story:
 
“I became involved in APLD in 1996 because of Karin Nelson, whom I 
met at a CLCA (California Landscape Contractor Association) meeting a 
year or so prior. We instantly connected since we were the only two 
designers at that meeting. Because I had been part-owner of a nursery for 
over a decade and knew a lot of contractors who came to shop there, I was 
able to introduce Karin to many of them.
 
After I started my design business, California Gardens, in 1991 I joined 
CLCA and quickly became involved as a board member. Due to my long-
time involvement on the board of both organizations, I started a liaison 
committee between CLCA and CANGC (California Association of 
Nurseries and Garden Centers).
 
Karin’s wish was to join CLCA to benefit from the networking and 
camaraderie - something she had enjoyed in an earlier designer group 
which unfortunately had dissolved. It didn’t take long before she and I 
started planning activities together. In the three plus years that I had my 
company, she was the only designer I knew, other than my early partner, 
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APLD 

California Chapter 
2010 Board of Directors

 
 

President: 
Joni Wilson, APLD 

  
Vice President: 

Janet Enright 
  

Immediate Past 
President: 

Maureen Decombe 
  

Treasurer:
Tina Roushall  

  
Secretary: 

Open Position
If you have an interest

in serving as Secretary, please 
contact: 

president@apldca.org
 

Communications Chair:
Open Position 

If you have an interest
in serving as Communications 

Chair, please contact: 
president@apldca.org

 
Newsletter / Editor:

Katey Mulligan
 

Newsletter / Production:
Sharon Petersen

  
Website / Technology: 

Sharon Gibson 
  

Membership Chair: 
Janet Enright

  
Sponsorship Chair: 

Open Position
If you have an interest

in serving as Sponsorship Chair, 
please contact: 

president@apldca.org
  

Public Outreach Coordinator: 
Open Position

If you have an interest
in serving as Sponsorship Chair, 

please contact: 
president@apldca.org

Cathy Aydelott. Being a landscape designer back then was a solo 
profession.
 
Karin had heard about APLD and was very interested in becoming a 
member. Her hope was to start a group in California. I, on the other hand, 
was so busy with client referrals from nurseries and contractors that I didn’t 
see a need to join another organization.
 
That attitude would change drastically when I went to the 1996 APLD 
Summer Conference in Albuquerque. What a fabulous experience!!! The 
level of professionalism, interesting tours and general openness towards 
new members was incredibly inspiring to me. But… how is it that I ended 
up there when I didn’t see the need to join yet another organization?
 
Again, it was thanks to Karin! She had signed up for the event and was 
really looking forward to going to the conference. At the last minute, she 
couldn’t make it and asked if I would go in her place. I was very reluctant; 
I was so busy with client work and the timing wasn’t the best and, and, 
and… but we didn’t want to let the tickets go to waste, so I went… and was 
transformed!
 
At the conference I met Mary Kaye, APLD, and we were both so excited 
about the experience, we promised to stay in touch. Once home again we 
organized a local meeting with other designers. During that first meeting at 
a restaurant in Redwood Shores, I really began to understand the value of 
Karin’s vision.  Click here to read more from Li.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

News from... 
The Member's Section 

 
 

 
 
A Case for CA Native Landscape 
Design 
 Rob Moore
 
Utilizing California native plants in designed 
landscapes and gardens is more than a hip new 
trend. It is an idea whose time has come! Once 
relegated to the realm of the niche, it is rapidly 
ascending to the forefront of public consciousness, 

its logical and rightful place.
 
The idea of the California native plant garden is not new. In 1891, when 
viewing a large display of California native plants at The Royal Botanical 
Gardens at Kew in England, Theodore Payne recognized the intrinsic value 
of the designed native garden with its promise to attract beneficial garden-
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Click here for your invitation.

 
Legislative Chair: 

Pamela Berstler 
 
 

2010 District and 
Regional Council

  
East Bay District President: 

Lorraine Edel 
  

Greater Los Angeles District 
President: 

Laura Morton 
  

North Bay District President: 
Karlyn Williams 

  
Peninsula District President: 

Shannon Swain 
  

Sacramento District President: 
Cheryl Buckwalter 

  
San Francisco District 

President: 
Cynde Ave'Lallemant 

  
  

For a listing of our District 
Boards of Directors, please visit 

our website.
 

For a complete listing of the 
APLD National Board of 

Directors, please visit: 
http://apld.org/contact/

 
APLD California Chapter 

Member FAQs
Are you a new member with lots 

of questions about how the 
APLD California Chapter 

works? Did you just renew and 
have a question about how your 

dues are used? Interested in 
starting a new district in your 

area, like Los Angeles members 
did recently? Check out our 

California Chapter Membership 
FAQs. 

Do you have more questions that 
aren't yet answered? Send an 

email to 
membership@apldca.org to get 
your questions answered and 

added to the FAQs. 
 
 
 

APLD 
California Chapter 

Membership
 

Thank you to everyone who 
renewed their APLD California 

Chapter membership! 
  

friendly wildlife and to conserve precious natural resources. The premise of 
developed gardens and landscapes aligned with their native ecosystem 
made perfect sense to him.
 
This premise is supported with more relevant data today than ever before. 
With legislation pending in Sacramento, dwindling water resources are a 
stark reality and some native plant communities are dangerously depleted, 
such as our coastal sage scrub. This makes designing California native 
landscapes and gardens an imperative.
 
California native plants have been growing here for thousands of years and 
have genetically adapted to the state’s harsh climate of long summer-
through-fall drought. Ours is the driest of the five Mediterranean climates, 
which means that from June through early October, there is very little—if 
any—rain, limiting the natural growth cycle to mid autumn through spring, 
with dormancy occurring during the hottest and driest months. It is a 
common (and understandable) misconception that California native plants 
are esthetically unfit for suburban garden and landscape applications. Most 
people think of dry hills covered with brown sage brush and dead weeds 
left over from winter rains.
 
The fact is, select nurseries throughout the state propagate cultivars of 
native plant species specifically developed to grow—and flourish—in 
suburban landscapes, using a fraction of the water required to sustain a 
landscape stocked with thirsty, high-maintenance, imported species. Many 
of these natives are evergreen, look great year round, are adaptable to soil 
and micro-climate variations, and are perfectly suited for use in the 
suburban garden. Many homeowners today enjoy fragrant, colorful, exotic-
looking California native plants, painstakingly propagated by nursery 
personnel, designed and installed by professionals who specialize in these 
plant varieties. Click here to read more.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

News from...  
The Sponsor's Corner 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Plant Brands on Planting Plans
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Your $35 California Chapter 
membership fee provides the 

sole dues support for all 
chapter and district programs 

in California. 
  

The many rewards of APLD 
California Chapter membership 

include: 
  

-Attendance at California 
District programs and meetings 

throughout the state 
  

-Monthly California Chapter 
Newsletter 

  
-APLD California Chapter 

Website 
  

-Listing in the California 
Chapter referral pages 

  
-Local APLD Certification 

Workshops 
  

-Local APLD District Garden 
Tours (where available) 

  
-Local APLD District 

Mentor/Mentee Program (where 
available) 

  
-Local APLD District Design 

Salons (where available) 
  

-Opportunities to network with 
other designers and green 

industry professionals 
  

-Participation in our lively 
APLDCA Members-only 
internet discussion group 

  
  

Questions? 
Please contact the California 

Chapter Membership 
Committee:  

membership@apldca.org. 
   
 
 

Join the dynamic and 
informative discussion 

happening every day on the 
California Chapter Yahoo! 

Group!
 
 

Thank you to our Silver 
Sponsors

 
Calstone

.
Graniterock Design Center

 
Pacific Nurseries

 
 

Katharine Rudnyk, Monrovia

After reading hundreds of planting plans and 
assisting with plant selection for some of the finest 
projects in the United States, I find it perplexing 
that plant brands are rarely, if ever, mentioned on 
planting plans or installers’ estimates.  Projects 
always list branded architectural features, such as 
lighting, but in this economy, why aren’t plants?  
Let’s explore some benefits of specifying plant 

brands for single family residential projects.

Product brands exist within our daily lives and marketers work tirelessly to 
maintain a brand's aura.  We, as consumers, are experienced at making 
brand choices within a product category.   Let’s look at how we rank and 
file a product brand. 

I have been fortunate to drive a Maserati, and I now clearly understand why 
that brand has been put onto a museum pedestal of sorts: the handling and 
craftsmanship are exceptional. Inside my Volvo, I feel safe and cozy; even 
after a potentially lethal accident, my friends walked away. But of course, 
Volvo's brand promise is safety!  Are you proud of a particular plant brand 
and what it stands for?  I am proud of Monrovia’s connection to quality.  
So why not share your brand preferences with your preferred distributor, 
grower and clients?

Clients are consumers too, they understand brands and continually 
formulate relationships with those brands.  At an event I attended, one 
consumer listed all the Monrovia plants she had purchased over the years at 
her local garden center as well as those recommended by a landscape 
architect and designer.  This consumer enjoys researching plants at 
www.monrovia.com and she shares her plant expertise at upscale parties in 
Bel Air.  It is that passionate spirit that begins with brand loyalty initiated 
by experienced design professionals coupled with her industrious 
exploration.

The economy has affected many growers of various plant brands.  By 
recommending a plant brand on a planting plan, the designer encourages 
the grower to “please keep up the great work!”   In difficult times, with the 
goal of saving money, some growers may make choices that can negatively 
impact plants’ overall health and ability to thrive in the landscape.  During 
the plant procurement process, if you, the designer, are not personally hand
-tagging your plants, who would know what your plant expectations are 
without written documentation?  Obviously, the estimator would select the 
plant brand preferences.  By recommending your plant brand on a job, you 
save the estimator's time. Plus the estimator can make better purchasing 
decisions by consolidating with one grower, saving time and money 
through volume purchases; and these savings are passed on to you.

More plant brands are supporting APLD, and this will improve your 
clients’ options.  It is wonderful to see Monrovia only plant branded 
projects. As you may prefer one growers’ quality or availability over 
another's, combining plant brands can be even more rewarding.  Many 
growers produce a branded plant such as Flower Carpet® Rose. Specifying 
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your preferred grower as well as using its branded plant is another great 
opportunity to enhance your design.

 
What tools are available for you to recommend a plant brand?  Landscape 
design software Vectorworks Landmark offers plant brand Monrovia as a 
special feature. Vectorworks designed the “Quote Monrovia Only” 
professional watermark available to the landscape industry.  Perhaps other 
design software programs offer such partnerships. Monrovia’s Garden 
Gateway is available to all landscape design professionals, enabling 
designers to know which plants are ready to deliver to your distributor and 
install today.  Some plant brands offer printed materials or exceptional 
websites free of charge.  This allows you to share professional materials 
with clients and show them why a particular plant brand will enhance their 
landscape.

 
Brands are a part of our everyday lives, and now plant brands are tools you 
can really use.  Support of plant brands really begins with you and your 
design.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Other News of Interest
 
 

  
California State Flower and Garden Show 
 
April 8 -11 marks the debut of the statewide-focused flower and garden 
show at Cal Expo in Sacramento. The all new California State Flower & 
Garden Show, produced by Cal State Shows, is designed to capture the 
diversity of California's horticultural and gardening community, 
showcasing plants, techniques and products representative of the state's 
numerous micro-climates. Over 600 vendors, seminars, workshops, plant 
bazaar, floral photography contest, farmers market and more will all be 
featured at this spectacular show for gardeners.
 
Cal State Shows is committed to making this the most comprehensive show 
of its kind. Monrovia and Pacific Horticulture Foundation are sponsors of 
two seminar stages and are providing well-known horticulture speakers 
including Dan Bifano, master rosarian, judge, and professional garden 
designer for A-list clients who include Barbra Streisand, Oprah Winfrey, 
and Michael and Jane Eisner; Amy Stewart, well-known author of the 
popular book "Wicked Plants;" Gary Gragg, nurseryman, creator and host 
of HGTV's popular "Superscapes;" and Rene Van Rems, internationally 
recognized master floral designer, author and speaker. Topics include 
organic gardening, growing wine and table grapes, herb gardening, old 
roses, native landscapes and winter gardens to name a few.
 
The show will be located in the Pavilion Building directly through the East 
Gate entry at Cal Expo located at 1600 Exposition Blvd. in Sacramento. 
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The show opens everyday at 10AM. Admission for adults $15; ages 13-17 
$5.00; children 12 and under are free. For more information visit 
CalStateGardenShow.com or call 877-696-6668 ext. 4.
 
 
 
Gardening Under Mediterranean Skies VIII
 
APLDCA members are invited to join us in Pasadena on September 23-26, 
2010 for an inspiring and thought-provoking symposium titled Gardening 
Under Mediterranean Skies: Style & Whimsy in the Sustainable Garden. 
The event is sponsored in association with the Los Angeles County 
Arboretum & Botanic Garden, the Association of Professional Landscape 
Designers Greater Los Angeles District, and the Mediterranean Garden 
Society. It is the eighth in our series of symposia that explore the 
challenges and delights of California’s mediterranean climate and 
showcases the wide range of garden possibilities in a low-water 
environment. Stephanie Bartron, APLD and Mayita Dinos are 
organizing the panel discussion on "The Science Behind a Sustainable 
Plant Palette." Click here for the complete brochure. 
 
 
CLCA Earns WaterSense Label
Barbara Landrith, CLCA Outreach Specialist 
 
The California Landscape Contractors Association (CLCA) is the recipient 
of the WaterSense Label from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
for its Water Management Certification Program.  CLCA's Water 
Management Certification program now includes irrigation system 
auditing, which allows individuals to conduct irrigation audits on new 
landscape projects that fall within California's updated Model Water 
Efficient Landscape Ordinance-WELO. 
 
CLCA's Water Management Certification Program helps green industry 
professionals reduce landscape water usage by learning to work with 
advanced irrigation technology and a water budget. In many cases it also 
saves money, especially for those with tiered water prices.  This program is 
unique because participants not only take a written test, they also are 
required to manage at least one property to a water budget for one year and 
to submit an irrigation system audit to achieve certification.  Participants 
then are required to maintain a property to a water budget to continue their 
certification.  Click here for more. 

For information on membership: www.apldca.org/AboutAPLD.aspx  
For newsletter or calendar submissions: www.apldca.org/NewsResources.aspx 

For other inquiries, see the contact information on our website: www.apldca.org/Contacts.aspx 
 

P.O. Box 778, San Carlos, CA 94070.
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APLD 
California Chapter 
Upcoming Events

  
Be sure to visit our online

 Events calendar , 
(www.apldca.org/Events.aspx)  
to see full details for each of the 

events below as well as non-
APLD events of interest to our 

members.
 

Sat/Sun, May 1/2, 2010
LA Garden Show
Greater LA District

 
Tues, May 4, 2010

Board Meeting / 2012 Annual 
Meeting Site Committee/Sponsor 

Tour
Sacramento District

 
Fri, May 7, 2010

East Bay District Board Meeting
East Bay District

 
Tues, May 11, 2010

Models for a Successful Landscape 
Business

East Bay District
 

Wed, May 12, 2010
North Bay District Meeting

North Bay District
 

Tues, May 18, 2010
Resources for Landscape 

Designers: Sourcing Sustainable 
Materials

San Francisco District
 

Wed, May 26, 2010
Lawn Alternatives
Peninsula District

 
Tues, June 8, 2010

New Plant Introductions
East Bay District

 
Wed, June 9, 2010

North Bay District Meeting
North Bay District

 
Wed, June 9, 2010

CA Chapter Board Meeting
CA Chapter

 
Wed, June 23, 2010

Member Open Garden Tour
Peninsula District
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APLD California Chapter 
 May 2010 Newsletter 

 
President's Message 
By Joni Wilson 
 
Recently I had the opportunity to attend 
two meetings in Los Angeles. At one, I 
watched Pam Berstler light up the night 
with her passionate discussion of water 
conservation and landscape design. The 
second was the LATC meeting held at 
USC. Both were revealing in nature, 
although different in content, and full of 
information that will continue to affect 
our industry and make sweeping 
changes that few of us will be able to 
ignore.
 
If you’ve heard Pam speak, you know 
she is a passionate environmentalist and 
designer with a desire to change the 
world and its thinking regarding water 
usage and sustainability here in 

California. While the two other speakers at the expo were equally 
knowledgeable, Pam’s enthusiasm and visual power-point presentation 
brought an individual perspective to listeners in the audience.
 
At the LATC meeting, we continued to cultivate positive relationships. 
Listening to the dialogue between board members regarding landscape 
architects and the application of licensure, I realized that we, as landscape 
designers, have the ability to make our own changes through our continuing 
quest for knowledge and experiences. We have the opportunity to make a 
difference everywhere we work and live.
 
Flying home, I reflected on what brings us all into this world of landscape 
design and how we find our way here. All of us have come to this 
profession through different avenues. What I’ve learned, through lots of 
conversations, is that some come from corporate positions that ceased to be 
as fulfilling as they once were. Others attain a love of horticulture and the 
environment. Still others have an artistic bent that just can’t be expressed 
any other way. Blogging, writing or taking photos about their passion is 
another avenue some have chosen. We all can see ourselves in one or many 
of these places.
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Whatever the reason, we all have decided that something tugs at our soul to 
pursue what we love. This is a passion that fulfills something in all of us. 
Whether it’s from our personal history of planting a garden with family 
members, the smell of a lilac hanging over the fence every spring, or a 
vocation we discover as we get older. We all enjoy seeing the spark that 
starts in the back of our minds and moves forward, solving problems and 
creating unique answers for homeowners all over California. When we 
finish a garden and the clients are ecstatic with the results, we know we 
have changed their lives forever.
 
A tagline on my website suggests ‘leaving a little piece of ourselves behind 
in every garden we design.’ For me, that says it all. What we want is 
respect for the work we do and to continue practicing at the craft we love.
Enjoy your Spring!
 
Joni Wilson  
President  
APLD California Chapter

 
 
 
 
 
 

News from...
The Board and Districts  

 
 
 

 
Who Are We?
Janet Enright, Membership Chair
 
I love people’s stories, getting a glimpse into their past 
and seeing how that has informed who they are today.  
Allison Olson, 2012 APLD Conference Liaison, is 
really clear on that point.  As I listened to her speak, I 
realized her story is about recognizing and 
understanding what you’re good at and what you love 
to do.  It’s about creating opportunities to bring that 
element into your life and having fun while you’re at 
it!  Here’s Allison’s story.
 
"I’ve been in the landscape design business for 
six years. In my prior job, I specialized in 
programs and processes; so that’s important to 
me -- what I’ve learned in my past drives my business.  Ten years ago, I 
was in a highly stressful position with a lot of responsibility.  I met my 
husband and soon after we married and became pregnant.  I realized I 
couldn’t go back to being on the road five days a week – the time was 
right to return to school.  I fell in love with experimenting with plants, 
enrolled in the Foothill Community College horticulture program, and two 
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Landscapes Unlimited 

Wholesale Nursery 
4330 Bodega Ave. 

Petaluma, CA 94925 
707-778-0136

_________________
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  

 
  

  

 

years later started my business.   I entered design competitions, did a 
silent auction, and within six months my business took off. 
 
 I’d never worked for anyone in the industry so I didn’t have many 
connections. Feeling alone, I joined APLD the year after I left Foothill.   I 
started attending meetings and shortly after, signed up for the mentor 
program.  My second year with APLD, Jeanine Gerstenfeld became 
Mentor Committee Chair and asked me to be the Coordinator.  The 
following year, I became the Committee Chair; I consolidated procedures 
and worked on making the documentation consistent.  We developed 
group mentoring. Then I became a senior advisor.  It never felt 
overwhelming; it was a low commitment on my part and easy to do.  Last 
year, I put together the APLD booth at the San Francisco Flower and 
Garden Show.  That was a fun way to get into the show and represent 
APLD.
 
My business has downtimes, it ebbs and flows - there is no pattern.  
During the downtimes, I consider ways to promote my business and keep 
my name out there.   I do this in three ways:  volunteering (at last year’s 
CLCA Chapter Project), presentations, and being involved with APLD.
 
Designing the community garden for the CLCA Chapter project was a big 
deal for me.  We built the garden at a Santa Clara school with contractors, 
designers, vendors and the community, working together as a team. The 
design was important – this is a propagation garden in which students are 
actively involved.   Reaching out to and getting my community involved 
has been a ‘feel good’ experience for me all the way around.  It’s one 
thing I’m most proud of since I started my landscape business.
 
My designs are geared toward living in the garden; I spend lots of time 
with clients seeking to understand what they want.  People linger in my 
gardens, which I consider to be a sign of success.  I’m a steward of the 
land and as such, I have a responsibility to educate myself as well as my 
clients.  About four times a year I speak at community/business events.  I 
like being asked to do this – it’s an opportunity to educate people, which is 
very gratifying. 
 
When asked if I was interested in being Sponsorship Chair, I knew I 
wouldn’t be great at it – I have a hard time asking people for stuff, but I 
wanted to stay involved.  The opportunity to be Liaison for the 2012 
Conference showed up – and I knew I could do a good job in that role and 
enjoy it.   Maureen Decombe put me in touch with International 
Program Chair Dan Maffei .  We clicked – he’s methodical and has a clear 
idea of how he wants things run, and I found that reassuring.  I’m working 
with Patricia St. John, APLD, and Linda Garrett as the core 
conference team.  We’ve expanded the scope to include all five Northern 
California districts. My primary concern is shining a light on each district in 
the way they want to be highlighted.  I’ve done a lot of legwork, getting to 
know districts and resources. I’m delighted to be doing this, I consider it 
an honor. By the time the conference rolls around, I’ll know so much 
about resources.
 
When Dan was here recently, we toured the North Bay District with Sierra 
Hart.  We ate lunch and talked about dirt and bugs.  How lovely is that!  
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If you have an interest

With everything I’ve done, I’ve learned something new. I gain new 
resources and make great connections with people in the industry.  If I 
wasn’t involved, I wouldn’t have those opportunities.  I’ve picked and 
chosen how I want to participate with very little pressure.   When people 
ask me to take on projects, I get excited.  What new thing will I learn 
now?"
 
What are you good at?  What do you love to do?  What project would you like to 
be part of?  You can start with one small thing.  Just say yes.
 
 
From the Greater LA District
Crystal Robinson, Communications Chair  
Laura Morton, President
 
The LA Garden Show  has evolved into a prestigious community gathering, 
as well as a premier industry event for gardening aficionados and 
professionals in Southern California and beyond. This year Monrovia 
presents the 2010 LA Garden Show “Living Green”, Essentials for the 
Home Gardener.  It will take place April 30-May 2nd at the LA County 
Arboretum & Botanic Garden in Arcadia, California.
 
The Greater LA District is following up last years “Gallery of Edible Art” 
with an even bigger display showing homeowners how appealing a 
sustainable residential landscape can be, Beautiful... inside and out! 
 
Titled "The New California Garden”, it will feature  one of Artist Gregg 
Fleishman’s Puzzle Prefab shelters  www.greggfleishman.com surrounded 
with front, back and side yards demonstrating various ways homeowners 
can incorporate sustainable ideas into their existing landscape.  Displays 
include water-harvesting techniques like a rain garden and dry creek; 
vertical planting as art and on a ‘garage’ wall; green-roof technology on a 
doghouse and permeable paving for indoor-outdoor living.  These are sure 
to leave a sustaining impression!  
 
Plantings will include all the wonderful things homeowners typically desire 
but they will represent better choices for conserving water, eliminating 
pesticide and herbicide use and keeping your soil healthy.  For example, a 
meadow in place of a lawn, privacy hedges, containers, as well as creative 
ways to incorporate fruit trees, edibles and herbs for responsible water use 
and flowering borders that showcase low water California natives and other 
climate appropriate plantings. 
 
Laura Morton, our district president says,  “We are really fortunate to have 
very generous local sponsors like Cross Creek building materials and 
Village Nursery as well as 17 committed designers all working to make this 
happen….it’s a huge undertaking and I am impressed by everyone’s 
enthusiasm.  There is no question that this is the direction of our industry.”
 
Along with the many display gardens by noted Southern California 
Designers, there is a marvelous lineup of talks throughout each day on 
related topics of environmental responsibility.  Laura Morton will speak on 
the West Coast Aesthetic and VP Stephanie Bartron will give a 
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in serving as Sponsorship Chair, 
please contact: 

president@apldca.org
 

Legislative Chair: 
Pamela Berstler 

 
 

2010 District and 
Regional Council

  
East Bay District President: 

Lorraine Edel 
  

Greater Los Angeles District 
President: 

Laura Morton 
  

North Bay District President: 
Karlyn Williams 

  
Peninsula District President: 

Shannon Swain 
  

Sacramento District President: 
Cheryl Buckwalter 

  
San Francisco District 

President: 
Cynde Ave'Lallemant 

  
  

For a listing of our District 
Boards of Directors, please visit 

our website.
 

For a complete listing of the 
APLD National Board of 

Directors, please visit: 
http://apld.org/contact/

 
APLD California Chapter 

Member FAQs
Are you a new member with lots 

of questions about how the 
APLD California Chapter 

works? Did you just renew and 
have a question about how your 

dues are used? Interested in 
starting a new district in your 

area, like Los Angeles members 
did recently? Check out our 

California Chapter Membership 
FAQs. 

Do you have more questions that 
aren't yet answered? Send an 

email to 
membership@apldca.org to get 
your questions answered and 

added to the FAQs. 
 
 
 

APLD 
California Chapter 

Membership
 

demonstration on vertical gardening with Woollypockets. 
www.woollypockets.com 
 
The marketplace has exciting vendors including our local sponsor POT-
TED  www.pot-ted.com …..What an exciting APLD event this will be…
 
 
Corrections
The APLDCA newsletter attempts to correct all significant factual errors 
that come to the editors' attention.
 
The name Debbie Allen, APLD was misspelled in our last edition. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

News from...  
The Sponsor's Corner

 
 

Pacific Nurseries Blog
Tyler Cole, Pacific Nurseries

 
Pacific Nurseries now has a blog and we invite you all to read and 
comment on the contents. We hope to create a community where 
professionals can connect and share their views. To date we have blogged 
about favorite plants, community gardens, the green of green industry and 
the San Francisco Flower and Garden Show as well as other topics. We 
encourage you to write comments and give us your ideas on what you 
would like us to blog about.
www.pacificnurseriesblog.com

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
News from... 

The Member's Section
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Thank you to everyone who 
renewed their APLD California 

Chapter membership! 
  

Your $35 California Chapter 
membership fee provides the 

sole dues support for all 
chapter and district programs 

in California. 
  

The many rewards of APLD 
California Chapter membership 

include: 
  

-Attendance at California 
District programs and meetings 

throughout the state 
  

-Monthly California Chapter 
Newsletter 

  
-APLD California Chapter 

Website 
  

-Listing in the California 
Chapter referral pages 

  
-Local APLD Certification 

Workshops 
  

-Local APLD District Garden 
Tours (where available) 

  
-Local APLD District 

Mentor/Mentee Program (where 
available) 

  
-Local APLD District Design 

Salons (where available) 
  

-Opportunities to network with 
other designers and green 

industry professionals 
  

-Participation in our lively 
APLDCA Members-only 
internet discussion group 

  
  

Questions? 
Please contact the California 

Chapter Membership 
Committee:  

membership@apldca.org. 
   
 
 

Join the dynamic and 
informative discussion 

happening every day on the 
California Chapter Yahoo! 

Group!
 
 

Thank you to our Silver 
Sponsors

 
Calstone

.
Graniterock Design Center

Sustainability 101
Maryanne Quincy, APLD 
www.qgardendesigns.com
 
We hear the word ‘sustainable’ tossed around a lot 
these days. Ever wonder what it really means? If 
you ask around, you will hear many different ideas 
about what sustainable means, and there are a lot 

of correct answers, ranging from ‘actively replenishing our environment’ to 
‘doing nothing at all’ (like for our native oaks), and everything in between. 
Since the 1980s, the term ‘sustainable’ has moved beyond referring 
primarily to our environment to encompassing our society and economy as 
well. In 1987, the UN defined sustainable development as ‘development 
that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs.’ With landscaping, we are in 
the position to create beautiful gardens while we address sustainability 
environmentally, socially and economically.
 
Environmentally, landscapes have a huge impact. We have the opportunity 
to create an environment that thrives on its own with minimal human 
intervention, while at the same time improving where we live. A well 
designed sustainable garden can become a closed loop where nothing is 
wasted. Building healthy soil, choosing appropriate plants, and using 
efficient watering systems are a few of the components which go into a 
sustainable garden. Some environmental benefits include:

Builds biologically active soil•
Reduces CO2 by reducing maintenance •
Creates a thriving wildlife habitat•
Saves water•
Eliminates harmful chemicals•
Reduces waste•
Saves energy•
Protects our local watershed and Bay (Click here for more)•

 
Menlo Park Water Conservation Ordinance
Clears Hurdle 
By Jessica Bernstein-Wax, Daily News Staff Writer 
Posted: 04/27/2010 11:23:38 PM PDT 
Updated: 04/28/2010 01:14:19 AM PDT 
 
A Menlo Park ordinance aimed at curbing water consumption in backyards 
and other landscaped areas passed a major hurdle Tuesday night when the 
city council voted unanimously to introduce it, which is the last step before 
final approval.
 
The council spent around two hours listening to a staff presentation on the 
Water Efficient Landscaping ordinance and negotiating final changes 
before it approved the measure. An earlier, less-restrictive version of the 
ordinance made national headlines and appeared in the New York Times 
earlier this year for its proposed limitations on lawn size and watering.
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Despite that interest, only about two members of the public and several city 
employees were present Tuesday when the council voted 5-0 to introduce 
the measure, which will likely go into effect in June if it clears a second 
reading next month. "It's a start," Council Member Heyward Robinson said 
before the vote, noting that it will probably take years to see the ordinance's 
full effect on water consumption. 
"When we move into a drought year, and we have to put in water 
restrictions, it's going to be a lot easier for people to comply," he added.
Clcik here to read more.

 
 

SF Passes Landscaping Law 
Edited from Rachel Gordon, Chronicle Staff Writer 
 
The continued quest by San Francisco officials to green the streets moved 
forward with final passage of legislation that will require developers to use 
landscaping to beautify the city and keep excess rainwater out of the 
sewers.
 
The Green Landscaping Ordinance, proposed by Mayor Gavin Newsom 
and approved unanimously by the Board of Supervisors, primarily will 
affect new development, but also will apply to owners who make 
significant alterations to their properties.
 
The legislation, which Newsom still must sign into law, will require that 50 
percent of the surface area in new front yards be permeable, either with in-
ground plantings, porous asphalt or interlocking bricks or pavers that will 
allow more rainwater to soak into the ground. The goal is to divert 
rainwater from the storm drains and reduce the burden on San Francisco's 
aging sewer system.
 
In addition, the legislation calls for parking lots, gas stations, car washes 
and other automobile-dense uses to be planted with more trees. Trees or 
ornamental fencing, or a combination of the two, will have to be used to 
screen larger lots from public view. Garage doors or solid walls can be used 
on smaller lots. Click here for more.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Tips, Trips, Books, Blogs...
 
 

 
Looking for Industry-Related Jobs?
Nate Crosby, Crosby Landscaping
 
Here is a link to the CLCA State website job search:
http://www.clca.org/index.php?v=jb&p=1
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Dreaming of a ‘Piece of Mind?’
 
Have you been dreaming of starting your own urban oasis, a garden where 
you can grow your own food, find a little ‘piece’ of mind? Don’t have any 
space and don’t know where to look to find some? If so, this three-part 
practical workshop series is for you. Attend one workshop or all three. The 
workshop series is co-presented by the San Francisco Parks Trust and 
Garden for the Environment.
 
Find information and updates at www.parkstal.com - keyword: gardencity
 
 
Permaculture Design Certification Course
 
Common Circle Education, a leading ecological design and holistic living 
school with courses in Oregon, Hawaii and California, is offering a 
Permaculture Design Certification course in Berkeley. Instructors include 
some well-known leaders in the sustainability, organic food and 
permaculture movements. You only need to put down a $95 deposit to hold 
your spot in the course with the remainder being billed in several equal 
monthly payments! Visit www.commoncircle.com for more information 
about the course as well as the Sustainability in Motion Bicycle Tours and 
Regenerative Leadership for Sustainability program.
 
The course is being offered on Sundays in Berkeley from June 27 through 
September 12 (and in Eugene, Oregon as an intensive two-week course 
July 10 – 25). It begins with lessons from the garden with some of the 
world's most renowned organic farming experts, then looks at how to apply 
those lessons from the soil and the water to build sustainable, lasting 
institutions. Common Circle CEO Vladislav Davidzon says: “You’ll learn 
how to create sustainable, thriving human systems, from green houses and 
organic gardens, to local micro-economies and communities, using 
sustainable design principles that are applicable to every human system, 
from businesses, communities and cities to personal relationships.”
 
 
TerraGnoma Community Demonstration Garden
Roxanne, Founder & Facilitator
TerraGnoma Community Demonstration Garden 
 
If you missed the TerraGnoma Community Demonstration Garden's April 
Eco-Events Listings for Northern California, it was chock-full of goodies to 
get you educated, inspired and informed. We're putting together another 
issue and we'd love to have your submissions! Got an eco-event you want 
included? Drop us a line and we'll put it in our FREE listings which goes 
out to 1000 people each month! Here's a link to April's issue: 
http://bit.ly/EEL-006 
 
Contact us at lrevans@ecocentricdesignco.com; and check out our 
FaceBook fan page for details about our events:  http://bit.ly/TCDGFAN
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New Books for Your Library
 
Green Roof Systems: A Guide to Planning, Design, and Construction 
of Landscape Over Structure
Publisher: John Wiley  
 
Green Roof Systems goes beyond the fashionable green roof movement 
and provides solid information on building accessible space, often as 
important public space, over structure.   It offers brief coverage of the 
entire process, including planning and collaboration, and focuses on the 
technical aspects of these roof systems, their components, and their 
applications.    
For more information, please click here:  
 
Materials and their Applications in Landscape Design
Publisher: John Wiley
 
This single-source reference offers an encyclopedic and systematic 
approach to the broad palette of materials commonly used in landscape 
construction. Connecting the technical aspects of landscape architecture 
with design aspects, the book's encyclopedic approach takes the reader 
systematically through the broad palette of available materials, including 
wood, brick, asphalt, stone, concrete, stone and aggregates, and more. 
For more information, please click here.
 
 
Free Webinar!
 
Master Landscape Design Class Introduction
 
The Master Landscape Design Class Series will be starting in late April, 
2010 and will include 5 online, interactive classes covering advanced 
techniques of designing and building exceptional landscape features.
Click here for more information and to register.
 
 
California Association of Nurserymen and Garden 
Centers Conference
 
Click here to read all about it.
 
 

For information on membership: www.apldca.org/AboutAPLD.aspx  
For newsletter or calendar submissions: www.apldca.org/NewsResources.aspx 

For other inquiries, see the contact information on our website: www.apldca.org/Contacts.aspx 
 

P.O. Box 778, San Carlos, CA 94070. 
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APLD 
California Chapter 
Upcoming Events

  
Be sure to visit our online

 Events calendar , 
(www.apldca.org/Events.aspx)  
to see full details for each of the 

events below as well as non-
APLD events of interest to our 

members.
 

Tues, June 8, 2010
New Plant Introductions

East Bay District
 

Wed, June 9, 2010
"Going Native" Nursery 

Tour/Sonoma
North Bay District

 
Thurs, June 10, 2010

CA Chapter Board Meeting
CA Chapter

 
Wed, June 23, 2010
Summer Bar-B-Q
Peninsula District

 
Fri, July 9, 2010

District Board Meeting
East Bay district

 
Tues, July 13, 2010

The Sustainable Sites Initiative
East Bay District

 
Wed, July 14, 2010

District Board Meeting
North Bay District

 
Wed, July 28, 2010

Certification Workshop
Peninsula District

   
 

OUR GOLD SPONSORS  
  
 
  

 
  

  

 
 

APLD California Chapter 
June 2010 Newsletter 

 
President's Message 
By Joni Wilson 
 
Can you believe it? It’s June already. 
The year is half over… The cliché, 
“How time flies” seems particularly 
appropriate with all the things that we 
have been looking into this year. It 
seems to be turning into a year of 
exploration at all levels; one where we 
take a step back and see how very far we 
have come and another to help us find 
what direction we still need to be going. 
For me, that’s becoming both a personal 
and professional reflection and, in some 
ways, long overdue.
 
Over the past eleven years, I have been 
busy building a design business, making 
connections through various industries, 
responding to new opportunities and 

learning something new every step of the way. I have enjoyed giving back 
to the two associations that I love. I seem to always wear two hats - both as 
a certified designer and as a contractor. Being involved has always been a 
way to meet new people, see new points of view and figure out where you 
can do the most good with your time.
 
I have enjoyed the challenge of a new project; taking a new idea, figuring 
out something we haven’t done before and how to construct it.  But there 
are also things that I don’t enjoy; bookkeeping being one of them. I know 
my way around QuickBooks enough to get by. Two years ago I decided to 
find someone who would input all the information and balance the registers 
on a monthly basis. I had a good friend who did that for private clients and 
I have been using her ever since. It was great; she got the work done and 
we were able to stay connected at the same time. Last week, she told me 
she is going off in a new direction; i.e., to spread her wings down another 
path. While I understand all of it, on another deeper level, I find myself 
dreading the hunt once again. It’s one more item on my To-Do list.
 
For me lately, it seems that list never gets any shorter. As soon as one item 
is crossed off, there is another one that replaces it. Are we ever done? I’m 
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sure most of you have experienced this at one point or another. Some 
people thrive on the stimulation, others burn out.  The query is how to 
make it work for you in your particular situation. It seems as if I am trying 
to find that balance once again.
 
When I had both of my sons at home, it was easy for me to tell my clients 
“I don’t work after 3:00” or “I have (choose sport/activity) to go to for my 
sons”.  People in Davis accepted the fact that I wasn’t available late in the 
day and I made it work. It allowed me to get away and do something 
different enjoying the people that I love, creating memories that last a 
lifetime. With both of them out the door now, it’s not so easy. I tend to 
work longer hours, some days - get less done while going in a multitude of 
directions all at once!
 
I think the best advice that I could give anyone who is at the beginning of 
his or her career is to make sure that you create a work/life balance and 
stick with it, no matter what. Shut your phone off at 4:00 p.m. Better still, 
don’t get that Blackberry or I-Phone.  While they’re great to stay 
connected, it’s too easy to check your email. I think they become addictive. 
I know, I know, I’m trying to stop….
 
I would suggest something different: Get on your bike, take a walk, have an 
outlet that is different than what you do all day. You’ll find that not only do 
you come back refreshed. You may even have the solution to the problem 
that has been staring you in the face since 8:00 a.m. Explore what helps you 
to thrive and remember to find time for those that you love!
 
Joni Wilson  
President  
APLD California Chapter

 
 
 
 
 
 

News from...
The Board and Districts  

 
 
 

 
 
Sacramento District 
Designers Join the “Blue 
Thumb” Neighbors 
Program
 A Unique Water-Efficient Landscape 
Pilot Program
by Cheryl Buckwalter
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Landscapes Unlimited 

Wholesale Nursery 
4330 Bodega Ave. 

Petaluma, CA 94925 
707-778-0136

_________________
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  

 
  

  

 
 
  

  

The Regional Water Authority (RWA), 
which represents 19 water providers in 
Sacramento, Placer and El Dorado counties, has developed a community-based 
pilot program -- the Blue Thumb Neighbors Program -- to help homeowners 
decrease the amount of water they use outdoors while maintaining a beautiful 
landscape.  Key to the program’s success is education, and Sacramento District 
APLD Designers were asked to provide their expertise.
 
The Blue Thumb program is being tested in Roseville’s Cresthaven neighborhood 
this spring and summer as a model that hopefully can be expanded to the entire 
Sacramento region.  Along with the RWA, the Program is sponsored by the City 
of Roseville and funded in part by a Department of Water Resources 2008 Urban 
Drought Assistance Grant.
 
Why is this program needed?
With the Sacramento region’s hot, dry climate and long summer season, more 
than 65 percent of a household’s yearly water consumption typically goes toward 
landscape irrigation. Of that, 30 percent is lost due to overwatering or 
evaporation. 
 
People can significantly reduce their total water use by ensuring their irrigation is 
efficient and by eliminating runoff. These are two of the most cost-effective ways 
to stretch our limited water supplies while continuing to have sufficient water for a 
healthy environment and economy in the Sacramento region.
 
What is the scope of the project?  Click here to read more.
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

News from...  
The Sponsor's Corner

Sacramento Designers 
Team Up with Village 
Nurseries 
by Cheryl Buckwalter

What could be more exciting to a 
designer than spending a beautiful 
Saturday enjoying plants and 
visiting with potential clients?  
That’s the opportunity APLD’s new 
2010 Gold Sponsor – Village 
Nurseries – provided to Sacramento 

District members.
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Newsletter / Editor:
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Newsletter / Production:
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Website / Technology: 

Sharon Gibson 
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Janet Enright
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Legislative Chair: 

On the first and third Saturdays in April and May, designers were invited to 
the Village Nurseries retail center on Bradshaw Road. The goal was to 
promote the value of professional APLD designers, share educational 
materials with homeowners, assist customers with selecting quality plants 
for their landscapes, and build a strong partnership -- truly a win/win for 
designers, for Village Nurseries, and for customers.
 
Membership Chair Soleil Tranquilli is a champion. She is to be thanked for 
providing the leadership and enthusiasm to coordinate member 
involvement, and we thank Village Nurseries for being such a gracious 
host.

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Delta Bluegrass Company Hosts 
California Native Sod Tours!

 
  
Join us for a California Native Sod Tour! 
Please select one of the following dates to join us for a day on 
the Delta and learn more about California Native Sod!  
   
June 10th, 17th & 24th  
Tours are from 10am-1pm & lunch is included.  
   
Call (800) 637-8873 or email Katie at 
KPiazza@deltabluegrass.com to make your reservation.

 
News from... 

The Member's Section
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The LA Garden Show-
Living Green
 by Laura Morton, APLD   
President Greater LA District
 
The Greater LA District’s 
installation for the Los Angeles 
Garden Show was a huge success. 
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East Bay District President: 

Lorraine Edel 
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Laura Morton 
  

North Bay District President: 
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For a listing of our District 
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APLD California Chapter 

Member FAQs
Are you a new member with lots 

of questions about how the 
APLD California Chapter 

works? Did you just renew and 
have a question about how your 

dues are used? Interested in 
starting a new district in your 

area, like Los Angeles members 
did recently? Check out our 

California Chapter Membership 
FAQs. 

Do you have more questions that 
aren't yet answered? Send an 

email to 
membership@apldca.org to get 
your questions answered and 

added to the FAQs. 
 
 
 

APLD 
California Chapter 

Membership
 

Thank you to everyone who 
renewed their APLD California 

Chapter membership! 
  

 Together, 15 designers installed The New California Garden - a complete 
residential landscape that demonstrated sustainable techniques for the home 
gardener. Other members showed up to help with the thousands of visitors 
interested to learn about rain gardens, native and habitat plantings, turf 
alternatives, green roof technology, the urban farm.…we showed them the 
works. It was beautiful to see everyone collaborate to make it happen.
 
Sustainable landscapes have deep beauty and soul.  How they are built and 
how they function over time determines their loveliness.  Good design is 
inherent to that process.  This approach is a challenge for an educational 
exhibit that exists for just a few days.  Green gardening requires education 
and patience.
 
With the show behind us, I reflect.  Interacting with other designers I felt 
part of a tribe. We worked, laughed and learned from each other.  It was 
fun to share a common goal, speak our design language and be 
understood.   Having this sense of community is sustainable too.  It fans the 
flames of our passion for the art and spirit that brought us to this 
profession. 
 
I am so proud of our district; take a look at the results.  See more images in 
the albums on our SoCal Yahoo site.
 
Also, for a wonderful article about the installation, click below:

http://www.apartmenttherapy.com/la/outdoor/the-
new-california-garden-garden-call-116276

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Tips, Trips, Books, Blogs...
 
 

 
How to Become
Sustainable Certified Professionals
by Amelia B. Lima 
 
Sustainable design is the current hot topic, we see it mentioned in the 
media, garden tours and seminars. For designers, this has to be the only 
way to conduct our landscape business. Conserving resources, installing 
permeable landscapes to minimize storm water run-off, planting native 
plant communities, building healthy soils - these subjects can become 
integrated into our practices. We also need to understand the new laws and 
ordinances that are coming from our cities, counties and state regarding 
residential landscapes.
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Your $35 California Chapter 
membership fee provides the 

sole dues support for all 
chapter and district programs 

in California. 
  

The many rewards of APLD 
California Chapter membership 

include: 
  

-Attendance at California 
District programs and meetings 

throughout the state 
  

-Monthly California Chapter 
Newsletter 

  
-APLD California Chapter 

Website 
  

-Listing in the California 
Chapter referral pages 

  
-Local APLD Certification 

Workshops 
  

-Local APLD District Garden 
Tours (where available) 

  
-Local APLD District 

Mentor/Mentee Program (where 
available) 

  
-Local APLD District Design 

Salons (where available) 
  

-Opportunities to network with 
other designers and green 

industry professionals 
  

-Participation in our lively 
APLDCA Members-only 
internet discussion group 

  
  

Questions? 
Please contact the California 

Chapter Membership 
Committee:  

membership@apldca.org. 
   
 
 

Join the dynamic and 
informative discussion 

happening every day on the 
California Chapter Yahoo! 

Group!
 
 

Thank you to our Silver 
Sponsors

 
Calstone

.
Graniterock Design Center

 
Pacific Nurseries

Many designers already practice aspects of sustainable design. We also can 
begin to work together to define ourselves as sustainable landscape design 
professionals - a group of people trained to make changes to the way we 
treat our land. I envision a powerful group of Sustainable Certified 
Professionals.
 
G3, the Green Gardens Group, is offering a program in August in San 
Diego to educate and certify a Sustainable Landscape Design Group. Click 
here to read more.
 
 
 
Urban Permaculture Design Course
Last Chance to Register!
 
Topics Include:
Methods of Design, Pattern Understanding, Climate, Trees, 
Aquaculture, Water, Soil, Energy, Earthworks, and more!
 
We know the problems, learn to design the solutions.
www.permaculture-sf.org/urban-pdc
 
Permaculture Guild Website 
www.permaculture-sf.org 
 
Permaculture Garden Blog 
www.18thandrhodeisland.org
 
 
 
Gardening Under Mediterannean Skies
by Susi Torre-Bueno
 
We are so excited about the enthusiastic response for our "Style & Whimsy 
in the Sustainable Garden" symposium, which will be held in Pasadena 
on Sept. 23-26, 2010.  We've filled nearly half the spaces, and I hope 
you'll register ASAP while room is still available; some of the optional bus 
tours are half sold out.  If you've attended one of our previous symposia 
you know how very special and rewarding they are, and this one includes 
more speakers and gardens than ever before. 
 
We're offering three discounts in honor of our 35th year of publication of 
Pacific Horticulture magazine: 
$35 discount for attending all 3 days 
$35 discount for people under 35 years old who attend at least 2 days of 
lectures & tours  
$35 discount for full-time college students in horticultural fields who attend 
at least 2 days of lectures & tours  
 
There is always room for fun and charm and joy in the garden, and this 
symposium will be focused on the lighthearted side of gardening in 
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harmony with our climate. Nine engaging speakers will show you how to 
increase the fun and style in your garden. Bus tours to nine exceptional 
private gardens will demonstrate how personal and artistic a garden can be 
without necessarily breaking the bank and while following sustainable 
garden practices. Yes – it can be done, and we’ll show you how! 
 
Complete registration information is attached - the last page is the only one 
you'll need to print out. Click here. 
 
Please don't hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.
Susi Torre-Bueno, Symposium Coordinator
Gardening Under Mediterranean Skies 
President and Newsletter Editor, San Diego Horticultural Society
www.PacificHorticulture.org/education-events/
(760) 295-2173
 
 

For information on membership: www.apldca.org/AboutAPLD.aspx  
For newsletter or calendar submissions: www.apldca.org/NewsResources.aspx 

For other inquiries, see the contact information on our website: www.apldca.org/Contacts.aspx 
 

P.O. Box 778, San Carlos, CA 94070.
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APLD 
California Chapter 
Upcoming Events

  
Be sure to visit our online

 Events calendar , 
(www.apldca.org/Events.aspx)  
to see full details for each of the 

events below as well as non-
APLD events of interest to our 

members.
 

Fri, July 9, 2010
District Board Meeting

East Bay District
 

Tues, July 13, 2010
The Sustainable Sites 

Initiative,
Permeable Pavers, and 

Member Social
East Bay District

 
Wed, July 14, 2010

District Board Meeting
North Bay District

 
Thurs, July 15, 2010

Garden Tour Sponsored by 
Monrovia

Greater Los Angeles District
 

Tues, July 20, 2010
Creating Habitat

San Francisco District
 

Wed, July 28, 2010
Certification Workshop

Peninsula District
 

Thurs, July 29, 2010
APLD/CLCA Joint Event

Sacramento District
 

Tues, Aug 10, 2010
Use the Web to Enhance Your 

Professionalism
East Bay District

 
Wed, Aug 11, 2010
North Bay District

 
Wed, Aug 25, 2010

No Meeting Scheduled
Peninsula District

  
 

APLD California Chapter 
 July 2010 Newsletter 

 
President's Message 
By Joni Wilson 
 
Happy July!
 
It’s the month of Stars and Stripes and 
time to hopefully slow down a little bit, 
enjoy family and friends and appreciate 
the freedoms that we enjoy. I wish 
everyone a very happy and safe 4th!
 
I hope that last month’s letter 
encouraged you to look around and see 
what it is that you love to do and help 
find the all important balance that you 
need in order to put yourself in the 
mindset to create.
 
I have spent most of the last year 
helping my parents deal with health 

issues. When you get to be 86 and 87, every little thing can become 
something major. I always find it hard because I really want to be there to 
spend the time with them but knowing that my desk is piling up with work 
while I am gone, makes it a tad hard to always stay in the present. I take my 
parents monthly to the Mayo Clinic in Scottsdale, AZ for doctors’ 
appointments. And while there, it’s difficult for me to concentrate on 
anything else. But one thing that I get to do occasionally is catch up on 
reading current magazines while sitting in the waiting rooms.
 
I don’t know how many of you read O - The Oprah Magazine, but there 
was a great article in the July 2010 issue written by Martha Beck. When I 
finished it, I said to myself, I’m going to have to include her thoughts in 
some way for the next newsletter. It was titled How to Solve a Thorny 
Problem and talks about changing one’s thinking and attitude.
 
She starts by writing, “We’re used to living in an either-or world but when 
it comes to yes-or-no dilemmas, the most powerful thing you can ask 
yourself is: What if both are true?” The article goes on to talk about what 
she calls “dual-emmas”.  She clarifies by saying: “Unlike standard-issue 
questions, dualistic dilemmas confuse people by leading to two apparently 
true but contradictory conclusions.”  For example: A marriage can be both 
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OUR GOLD SPONSORS  
  
 
  

 
  

  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
  

  

 
 

terrific and lousy, your job both stressful and exhilarating, habits can be 
both positive and negative. Issues can become complicated when you get a 
mixture of thought, such as: “when a person or situation seems to provide 
necessary things like love and comfort but is also the source of pain and 
upset.”
 
When we find ourselves in this kind of situation, “we tend to choose one or 
the other, figure out the ‘right’ answer. But is that the best answer? The 
problem with the either –or decision is that doesn’t solve the ‘both - and’ 
reality.”  There are lots of examples in our own lives where this is true.  In 
our profession, we could say we love what we do and at the same time, 
there are parts to our profession that maybe we don’t like.
 
For me, this hits home every time I return from spending quality time with 
my parents. I walk into my office, look at the large pile of mail, etc. sitting 
on my desk, the list of urgent client crises (usually small issues) that need 
attention, the emails that I need to answer and I want to disappear again, 
wondering if it is all worth it.  My husband is learning to tread lightly 
around me for three or four days while I settle back down into my normal 
routine.
  
As landscape designers, we seek to reconcile the duality that our clients 
may feel in their own gardens."I could do this myself, everyone knows how 
to garden", vs. "I'm not sure what to do next, maybe I need some advice". 
We have the unique opportunity to guide our clients to resolve those 
questions with solutions they may not have seen in their own gardens. That 
is one way we can contribute to the world, and help others see the right 
answers. There may not be just one, but we can help them see all of the 
options, especially those they may not have realized existed without our 
advice and consultation. Seeing the light in their eyes when we offer a 
workable answer to their dilemmas, may not be as dramatic as the 4th of 
July fireworks, but it's the reason we do what we do.
 
Joni Wilson  
President  
APLD California Chapter

 
 
 
 
 
 

News from...
The Board and Districts  

 
 
 

 
 
Who Are We?
Janet Enright, Membership Chair
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Pamela Berstler

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Landscapes Unlimited 

Wholesale Nursery 
4330 Bodega Ave. 

Petaluma, CA 94925 
707-778-0136

_________________
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  

 
  

Meet Pamela Berstler, our APLD California 
Chapter Legislative Chairperson.   She came 
on board this year, and has been actively 
involved in helping us move our organization 
forward.  Over the next month, you’ll hear 
from her about what she helped us accomplish 
this year.  But first, learn more about who she 
is, how she works and what matters to her.
 
I came to landscape design through a mid-life 
crisis earlier than most.  I wanted to re-connect 
with my home, my personal landscape, my 
interior landscape – to be more grounded.  I’d grown up very attached to the land 
and to gardening. Since I became involved in sustainable landscaping 10 years 
ago, it’s changed every aspect of my life.  I can’t look at the world the same way. 
 
In 1997, I left the corporate world and became a landscape contractor.  At that 
point, it was about designing to please the client. Within three years, I became 
very disillusioned with designing – I was always interested in pushing boundaries 
and experiences with new materials and techniques. 
 
I was doing a TV show and was asked to do something cool and new in Santa 
Monica.  I had a drainage issue, and went to the city and asked if they had a 
recommendation.  They suggested storm water catchment.  In 2000 I built my first 
infiltration pit.  I started reading about storm water catchment and a veil was 
lifted.   It changed how I was thinking -- there were all these new amazing things 
(coming out of Germany) that started my learning process.   For the last 10 years, 
I’ve been devoted to understanding my natural world and communicating my deep 
appreciation to clients, colleagues, and other professionals.
 
In 2003, I’d just finished one year of HGTV – it was a design-centric , community
-based, garden building program.  We were in 50 gardens (25 in Atlanta and 25 in 
Greater LA) in 36 weeks.  Each garden was built in two days with community 
support.  The focus was on putting people back in touch with their land, not just 
creating outdoor living spaces, but teaching people to reconnect on a deeper level.
 
I met Marilee Kuhlman about that same time, seven years ago.  She wanted to do 
a sustainable garden tour to raise money for a non-profit.  We asked ourselves 
“What is sustainability?”  We set out to have nine gardens – but we couldn’t find 
nine that met the criteria we’d laid out.  Putting together the tour itself was a 
challenge, but the lack of gardens and professionals who were genuinely in touch 
with sustainability (with issues like water budgeting and storm water capturing) 
was surprising.  We turned the tour into something that was part science fair and 
part garden tour.  The objective was that designers would be able to educate the 
public and the public could see inside the gardens and how they worked.  After 
four years of doing this, we decided the next step was to do more education, which 
was the beginning of G3 (Green Gardens Group).  We wanted to create for 
designers the opportunity to learn about true sustainable practices – how you 
actually do it, and how you sell it.
 
We expanded the model into working with cities and non-profits to develop 
programs for home-owners.   This work is an opportunity for us to work with 
fellow designers to create a noble profession that’s at the forefront of revitalizing 
our environment.
 
My prior professional life had been primarily in investment banking and business 
development.  It was fulfilling, but I wanted a career that allowed me to reconnect 
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APLD 

California Chapter 
2010 Board of Directors

 
 

President: 
Joni Wilson, APLD 

  
Vice President: 

Janet Enright 
  

Immediate Past 
President: 

Maureen Decombe 
  

Treasurer:
Tina Roushall  

  
Secretary: 

Open Position
If you have an interest

in serving as Secretary, please 
contact: 

president@apldca.org
 

Communications Chair:
Open Position 

If you have an interest
in serving as Communications 

Chair, please contact: 
president@apldca.org

 
Newsletter / Editor:

Katey Mulligan
 

Newsletter / Production:
Sharon Petersen

  
Website / Technology: 

Sharon Gibson 
  

Membership Chair: 
Janet Enright

  
Sponsorship Chair: 

Open Position
If you have an interest

in serving as Sponsorship Chair, 
please contact: 

president@apldca.org

with my sense of place.  I’m now finding myself in a position with my role as 
Legislative Chair with APLDCA , and my work with the Surfrider Foundation and 
G3, where I’m actually able to combine my desire to steward the land with the 
opportunity to work with and educate others.
 
Throughout traveling and talking with people in my role as Legislative Chair, 
there are intense group experiences and collaboration. It’s very settling for me to 
be in a place where these two parts of me (the traveling and my connection to the 
land) are at peace and I can teach other people.  I am seeing seemingly different 
parts of my life come together.  My work with APLD has been gratifying because 
it continually has me looking at the present and working with a group to realize 
our potential.  Who are we and what do we stand for?

 
 
 
 
 
 

News from...  
The Sponsor's Corner

 
 

APLDCA extends a warm and heartfelt 
Thank You !

to each of our Sponsors
 
Members: During this particularly busy time of year please don't 
hesitate to thank our Sponsors as you visit them. They have so 
graciously and generously donated to us, and provide us with goods 
and services that, no doubt, we can't do without.  So let's show our 
enthusiastic support!

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
News from... 

The Member's Section
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Public Outreach Coordinator: 

Open Position
If you have an interest

in serving as Sponsorship Chair, 
please contact: 

president@apldca.org
 

Legislative Chair: 
Pamela Berstler 

 
 

2010 District and 
Regional Council

  
East Bay District President: 

Lorraine Edel 
  

Greater Los Angeles District 
President: 

Laura Morton 
  

North Bay District President: 
Karlyn Williams 

  
Peninsula District President: 

Shannon Swain 
  

Sacramento District President: 
Cheryl Buckwalter 

  
San Francisco District 

President: 
Cynde Ave'Lallemant 

  
  

For a listing of our District 
Boards of Directors, please visit 

our website.
 

For a complete listing of the 
APLD National Board of 

Directors, please visit: 
http://apld.org/contact/

 
APLD California Chapter 

Member FAQs
Are you a new member with lots 

of questions about how the 
APLD California Chapter 

works? Did you just renew and 
have a question about how your 

dues are used? Interested in 
starting a new district in your 

area, like Los Angeles members 
did recently? Check out our 

California Chapter Membership 
FAQs. 

Do you have more questions that 
aren't yet answered? Send an 

email to 
membership@apldca.org to get 
your questions answered and 

added to the FAQs. 
 
 
 

Simonds Design and 
Calvin Craig Landscape 
Win the CLCA Large 
Residential Award
Pamela Simonds Green 

Good collaborations are no accident, 
and this team of designer and 
contractor was recognized last 
month by the California State 

Contractors Association (CLCA) for large residential installation.
 
The front and backyard designs were done in the spring of 2008, with 
construction beginning in October of that year.  The design direction for the 
front yard was to provide curb appeal, better pedestrian access to front 
entry, and summer shade for the living room.   The front planting was 
entirely Juniperus tamariscifolia, or tam juniper a plant that was severely 
over planted in the 1950’s in this area.  The new planting plan is drought 
tolerant, but is visually lush and green.
 
The back yard called for the demolition of a swimming pool, a new patio 
with improved access to the master bedroom suite, privacy screening to the 
north, and mitigation around a beautiful existing Fruitless Mulberry shade 
tree - Morus alba. The client chose to have ample lawn in the backyard for 
their grandchildren to run on.
 
The construction was standard, with the exception of the pool removal.  
The back slope was ivy covered (an invasive in California), so it was 
removed along with several large Monterey pines that were at the end of 
their life.  An arborist was consulted prior to construction around the patio 
tree, and the design allowed for more planting between the tree trunk and 
the patio.  With the exception of the Mulberry, and a couple of seedling 
Coast Live Oaks, the yard was cleared completely, the heavy clay soil 
prepared,  rock walls constructed, and the new front entry and driveway 
formed and poured.  A non-trendy pink concrete color was chosen to pull 
from the brick which is along the front of the house.  The back patio is 
Belgard natural stone, and the clients really love it. 
 
Calvin and Pamela have shared projects and clients for 20 years, and their 
mutual respect shows in the quality of the product produced.  Both are 
CLCA members. For more photos of this project click here.
 
Pamela Simonds Green (925) 525-9718 Simondsdesign@comcast.net

 
 
 
 

 
 Tips, Trips, Books, Blogs...
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APLD 
California Chapter 

Membership
 

Thank you to everyone who 
renewed their APLD California 

Chapter membership! 
  

Your $35 California Chapter 
membership fee provides the 

sole dues support for all 
chapter and district programs 

in California. 
  

The many rewards of APLD 
California Chapter membership 

include: 
  

-Attendance at California 
District programs and meetings 

throughout the state 
  

-Monthly California Chapter 
Newsletter 

  
-APLD California Chapter 

Website 
  

-Listing in the California 
Chapter referral pages 

  
-Local APLD Certification 

Workshops 
  

-Local APLD District Garden 
Tours (where available) 

  
-Local APLD District 

Mentor/Mentee Program (where 
available) 

  
-Local APLD District Design 

Salons (where available) 
  

-Opportunities to network with 
other designers and green 

industry professionals 
  

-Participation in our lively 
APLDCA Members-only 
internet discussion group 

  
  

Questions? 
Please contact the California 

Chapter Membership 
Committee:  

membership@apldca.org. 
   
 
 

Join the dynamic and 
informative discussion 

happening every day on the 
California Chapter Yahoo! 

Group!
 
 

 
 

The Ruth Bancroft Garden
Sculpture in the Garden Exhibit

June 18 – July 18
 
The Ruth Bancroft Garden’s 16th Annual Sculpture In The Garden Exhibit 
is an unique mix of professional art sculptures and handmade crafts 
exhibit.  Participating sculptors feature extraordinary art collectibles from 
Bay Area’s very best artists. It’s an excellent opportunity to explore the 
beauty of The Ruth Bancroft Garden while viewing some exceptional 
outdoor sculpture in a setting that allows you to visualize how their work 
might enhance your own garden.
 
General admission is $10 
$7/members, seniors, and students
Children under 12 are free
 
The Ruth Bancroft Garden is located at 1552 Bancroft Road, Walnut 
Creek, and is handicapped accessible.  For additional information or group 
tours, please call 925-944-9352 visit our website at or.  
www.ruthbancroftgarden.org.   
 
The Ruth Bancroft Garden is a world class drought tolerant example of the 
art of garden design. Begun in Walnut Creek in 1972, this 3-acre garden 
has received international recognition as one of the finest dry gardens in the 
world.
 
 

Sustainable Landscape Program
at Sonoma State University

Class starts on July 10th
 

Get more information here.
 
 
 

2010 Netafim Solutions Tour  
 Advancing the Science of Irrigation

 August 10-12, 2010
 

To learn more about this informative event, click here. 
 
 
 

Santa Clara Valley 
Green Gardener Training Program

 September 15-16, 2010
 

To learn more about this valuable program, click here.
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Thank you to our Silver 
Sponsors

 
Calstone

.
Graniterock Design Center

 
Pacific Nurseries

 
 

 
 
 

Style & Whimsy in the Sustainable Garden
September 23-26, 2010

 
The Greater Los Angeles District of APLD is a co-sponsor of 
this Symposium being held in Pasadena on Sept. 23-26, 2010.  Nearly half 
the spaces and some of the Thursday bus tours are nearly sold out, so 
register ASAP while room is still available.  If you've attended one of the 
seven previous symposia you know how very rewarding they are.  PLUS, 
you'll meet many other horticultural professionals, including speakers and 
garden designers. 
 
The following APLD CEUs are given for this symposium: 
Thursday, 9/23 - 
    * Architecture & Gardens Tour: 2.5 CEUs 
    * Native Gardens & Art tour: 2.0 CEUs 
    * Each workshop on Thursday is worth 1.0 CEU 
    * Round-table discussion: 1.5 CEUs  
Friday, 9/24 -  Lectures & tours: 5.0 CEUs 
Saturday, 9/25 - Lectures & tours: 5.0 CEUs 
Sunday, 9/26 - Lectures & tours: 5.0 CEUs 
 
We're offering three discounts in honor of our 35th year of publication of 
Pacific Horticulture magazine: 
$35 discount for attending all 3 days 
$35 discount for people under 35 years old who attend at least 2 days of 
lectures & tours  
$35 discount for full-time college students in horticultural fields who attend 
at least 2 days of lectures & tours  
 
There is always room for fun and charm and joy in the garden, and this 
symposium will be focused on the lighthearted side of gardening in 
harmony with our climate. Nine engaging speakers will show you how to 
increase the fun and style in your garden. Bus tours to nine exceptional 
private gardens will demonstrate how personal and artistic a garden can be 
without necessarily breaking the bank and while following sustainable 
garden practices. Yes – it can be done, and we’ll show you how! 
 
Complete registration information is attached - the last page is the only one 
you'll need to print out.
 
 

US Green Building Council
Events and Workshops

for Northern California
 

Check these out ...  there's bound to be something for you.  Click here.

For information on membership: www.apldca.org/AboutAPLD.aspx  
For newsletter or calendar submissions: www.apldca.org/NewsResources.aspx 

For other inquiries, see the contact information on our website: www.apldca.org/Contacts.aspx 
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Joni Wilson

APLD 
California Chapter 
Upcoming Events

  
Be sure to visit our online

  Events calendar , 
(www.apldca.org/Events.aspx)  
to see full details for each of the 

events below as well as non-
APLD events of interest to our 

members.
 

Tues, Aug 10, 2010
Use the Web to Enhance Your 

Professionalism
East Bay District

 
Wed, Aug 13, 2010

"Bocce and BBQ" Sponsor 
Appreciation Party
North Bay District

 
Wed, Aug 25, 2010

No Meeting Scheduled
Peninsula District

 
Fri, Sept 10, 2010

District Board Meeting
East Bay District

 
Tues, Sept 14, 2010

Pondless Water Features in 
Sustainable Landscapes

East Bay District
 

Thurs, Sept 16, 2010
CA Chapter Board Meeting

California Chapter
 

Wed, Sept 22, 2010
Bus Tour: Hardscapes

Peninsula District
   

 
OUR GOLD SPONSORS  

  
 
  

 
  

  

 
 

APLD California Chapter 
August 2010 Newsletter 

 
President's Message 
By Joni Wilson 
 
 “We Define Landscape Design”—the 
new tagline developed by the APLD 
National Board at their 2010 strategic 
planning session in Berkeley—could not 
have proved more timely.
 
At the beginning of this year, we began 
receiving phone calls and emails from 
members who had received complaint 
letters from the LATC with regard to 
their design practices. Once apprised of 
these situations by the individual 
designers, the Executive Board asked 
Pamela Berstler, our Legislative Chair, 
and her committee to look into the 
issues facing these designers. The 
Executive Board decided it was 
appropriate to seek legal counsel. The 

Legislative Committee and Maureen Decombe, our Governance Chair 
consulted closely with our new legal strategist to work through the 
complaints filed against our members. While APLD CA could not legally 
advise them, what we could do was advocate for them and the rest of our 
membership by attending the next scheduled LATC meeting in order to 
question the validity of the issues addressed in the letters during the public 
comment portion of the meeting.
 
The LATC promptly responded to our concerns, and we received a letter 
(1) admitting that some of the enforcement actions involved scenarios 
where existing law was applied too broadly, (2) offering the dissemination 
of a clarification to the recipients of these enforcement actions, and (3) 
agreeing to work together on possible updates to the law which would 
ensure that the law protect consumers and is well understood by all who 
shape the natural environment.
 
This last Wednesday, Pamela Berstler, myself, Patricia St John, our 
APLDI President, and Cheryl Buckwalter, Sacramento District President, 
were in attendance at the latest LATC meeting. Our attendance at this and 
future meetings is part of our effort to let the LATC know who we are, 
what we do and how we can all work together for the benefit of residential 
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homeowners and the public good. We look forward to hearing more about 
specifically how the LATC plans to communicate with the recipients of the 
enforcement actions, assuring them that the majority of the content of each 
complaint has been deemed overbroad, and offering to close these 
complaints noting for the record that they were without merit.
 
Does this mean that we can return to the “way things used to be” and 
practice landscape design without concern of LATC scrutiny? Absolutely 
not! We have offered to support the LATC in educating our membership 
and helping them communicate and resolve legitimate complaints against 
landscape designers practicing outside the scope of the BPC 5641. Now is 
the time for our organization to raise the level of our standards of practice, 
open the dialogue with the LATC vis-à-vis a more flexible definition of the 
scope of landscape design practice, and engage with each other to clearly 
set our goals and objectives for redefining the role that professional 
residential landscape designers play in the future of the California 
landscape.
 
Throughout this process, the enthusiasm and support we have experienced 
is astounding, and our district leaders, recognizing that this effort requires 
expert legal counsel, have stepped up to the plate in a big way to support 
our advocacy, strategy, and messaging.
 
We want to thank the San Francisco, Sacramento, and Peninsula Districts 
for providing the Chapter with generous gifts of monetary support to help 
us continue in our quest to provide advocacy, service and resources for all 
our members. We could not do any of this without selfless volunteers at 
both the District and Chapter level who believe strongly in both their 
chosen profession and all of our ‘right to practice”…Thank you all for what 
you do, what you say and the time that you share to support this great 
organization.
 
**As to our “Legal Eagle”: her advice has been invaluable and we thank 
her from the bottom of our hearts for her continuing direction and 
counsel…
 
We have rallied our forces, and we are on a mission, but we cannot move 
forward without you, your thoughts, your hopes, your vision, and your 
engaged support. We will be coming to you over the next several months 
with many questions, and we need your answers. We want to learn more 
about you in a myriad of ways such as; how you work, where you’ve come 
from, your educational and professional background, and views on current 
issues. We will come to you to gather your wisdom and insight through 
email surveys, phone calls, and informal gatherings before and after 
member meetings.
 
Our first survey which addresses the certification process, has been 
developed by Pat Wagner, APLD, who is chairing a new ad hoc 
committee to learn how we can improve our certification program. Pat will 
gather and analyze the information you share with her in order to better 
understand how certification fits into your future plans and how we can 
help you to attain that goal. Our Chapter represents 25%-30% of the total 
membership in the country yet our certification numbers are around 10%. I 
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would love to see more designers go for their certification so we can have 
the highest rate! So keep an eye out for that survey via Survey Monkey in 
the next month. It would be gratifying to receive 100% participation so that 
we may develop our ongoing strategies with a clear understanding of the 
wishes of our membership.
 
Reminder to all: August 24th is the deadline for early registration for the 
APLDI Conference in Dallas. I know that the local site committee and 
Danilo Muffei have spent the last two years putting together a fabulous 
venue where you can learn new things, meet designers from all different 
states and across the pond and experience Dallas through new eyes. I plan 
to be there and I hope that you seriously take a look at the program. My 
first conference was about 7 years ago and I’ve tried not to miss one since. 
Some of my favorite colleagues will be showing up and it’s the only time 
that I ever get to see them….
 
Joni Wilson  
President  
APLD California Chapter

 
 
 
 
 
 

News from...
The Board and Districts  

 
 
 

 
 
Who We Are
Janet Enright, Membership Chair
 
Patricia Wagner was born in Hong Kong and moved to 
the United States at age 9.   It was quite a transition 
from her very formal upbringing where you dressed up 
for dinner, to learning about American etiquette by 
watching Ma and Pa Kettle on TV.   It all seems to 
make sense when you experience her unique sense of 
humor paired with a wonderfully philosophical view of 
the world.  Pat’s garden design acumen has been 
featured in This Old House magazine, Sunset 
magazine, and on several HGTV Curb Appeal shows. 
Meet Pat Wagner.
 
"In my prior career, I managed dental practices and figured out why they didn’t 
make any money.  One day, my husband said “I want you to do something you 
really love.”  My shrink friend told me “don’t bother taking all the testing to 
figure out what you’re good at.   For you it’s in design - however you play it 
out.”   This opened up my thinking about a whole different side of me.  I didn’t 
want to do interiors, so I went to the UC Berkeley Garden Design orientation.  I 
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APLD 

California Chapter 
2010 Board of Directors

 
 

President: 
Joni Wilson, APLD 

  
Vice President: 

Janet Enright 
  

Immediate Past 
President: 

Maureen Decombe 
  

Treasurer:
Tina Roushall  

  
Secretary: 

Open Position
If you have an interest

in serving as Secretary, please 
contact: 

president@apldca.org
 

Communications Chair:
Open Position 

If you have an interest
in serving as Communications 

Chair, please contact: 
president@apldca.org

 
Newsletter / Editor:

Katey Mulligan
 

Newsletter / Production:
Sharon Petersen

  
Website / Technology: 

Sharon Gibson 
  

Membership Chair: 
Janet Enright

  
Sponsorship Chair: 

Open Position
If you have an interest

in serving as Sponsorship Chair, 
please contact: 

president@apldca.org
  

Public Outreach Coordinator: 
Open Position

If you have an interest
in serving as Sponsorship Chair, 

please contact: 
president@apldca.org

 
Legislative Chair: 

Pamela Berstler  
 
 

hadn’t studied in 20 years, much less learned the Latin names of plants.  I had to 
learn how to study again.  When I finished the program, I just started working.
 
I like working all over Contra Costa County and the East Bay.  Different plant 
palettes, different climates - it’s more challenging. I love plants; they’re a given.  
As designers, we can work in any number of styles – it’s really about the client.   
When I meet a new client, I think “if this were my garden, what would I do”.  First 
I have to find out who I’m doing this for – I have to figure out how people 
actually live in their space and what their different needs are.  When people invite 
you into their home and garden, it’s a privilege.   We represent them – it’s a trust 
thing.
 
One thing I’m very proud of when I’m working with young families is creating a 
‘mom space’.  It can be as simple as a chair or bench in a shady area. I had a 
young mom who had two really difficult sons – I created a space for her and told 
her “You’re going to teach your kids that this is your personal space – there are 
rules, and this is how we play this game. “  The rule is that no one disturbs her 
when she’s in her space.  Sometimes she invites them to come sit on her bench, 
but only when she asks.  The ‘mom space’ is a hit.  She called me to say “This is 
the best thing that happened to me – even my husband follows the rules.”
 
I love my work.  People I like working with are respectful; they include you in 
their process.  When you’re kind, caring, and have good energy, the people you 
work with bring that out in you.  If there is a client I don’t want to work with, I 
dismiss myself from the project. 
 
Respect is a big deal. As an organization, I feel that we need to do more to honor 
our certified members. I’m interested in finding out how everyone feels about 
certification. I want a more personal way of getting feedback from members – I 
want people to know they will be heard. 
 
I’m passionate about this – everybody can play and everybody can win -- this is 
not a small club or clique. It’s about creating a space where we can all grow with 
the goal of bringing out the heart in everyone.  It needs to be an honest, supportive 
and caring process.  I want everyone to know that anyone who’s in the process of 
seeking certification has support.  People need to be able to say “I brought myself 
here, I can be proud of what I’ve done.”
 
We have so much room for everyone to play – becoming more active in APLD is 
more of a favor to ourselves. I’m not good at being on boards – I’m too impatient 
– but when I have a job, I will get it done."
 
 
Pat’s got a new job on her list – she’ll soon start calling and talking to people 
about certification – what works and what doesn’t.   You can expect to hear from 
her – and you can count on the fact that she wants to hear back from you. JE

 
 
 
 
 
 

News from...  
The Sponsor's Corner
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2010 District and 
Regional Council

  
East Bay District President: 

Lorraine Edel 
  

Greater Los Angeles District 
President: 

Laura Morton 
  

North Bay District President: 
Karlyn Williams 

  
Peninsula District President: 

Shannon Swain 
  

Sacramento District President: 
Cheryl Buckwalter 

  
San Francisco District 

President: 
Cynde Ave'Lallemant 

  
  

For a listing of our District 
Boards of Directors, please visit 

our website.
 

For a complete listing of the 
APLD National Board of 

Directors, please visit: 
http://apld.org/contact/

 
APLD California Chapter 

Member FAQs
Are you a new member with lots 

of questions about how the 
APLD California Chapter 

works? Did you just renew and 
have a question about how your 

dues are used? Interested in 
starting a new district in your 

area, like Los Angeles members 
did recently? Check out our 

California Chapter Membership 
FAQs. 

Do you have more questions that 
aren't yet answered? Send an 

email to 
membership@apldca.org to get 
your questions answered and 

added to the FAQs. 
 
 
 

APLD 
California Chapter 

Membership
 

Thank you to everyone who 
renewed their APLD California 

Chapter membership! 
  

Your $35 California Chapter 
membership fee provides the 

sole dues support for all 
chapter and district programs 

in California. 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Vectorworks Core Concepts 

Training Course in Los Angeles
 

August 24, 25, 2010
LA Conference and Training Center

 
For complete details, click here.

News from... 
The Member's Section

 
 
 
 

Dirt Diva 
Designs 
Gets Back to Back Wins 
Crystal Robinson

The City of Santa Monica, Office of 
Sustainability and the Environment, recently 
held a design contest to select three 
sustainable demonstration gardens to be 

installed side by side at the Santa Monica Airport. The gardens showcased 
sustainable landscapes that people can install in their gardens and provided 
tools to make it happen. 
 
Dirt Diva Designs’ owner and APLD Greater Los Angeles District 
member Francesca Corra won the contest for garden number two.  A 
panel of judges sat for each designer’s presentation and narrowed the field 
to nine, three for each garden.  Judging was based on overall design and 
how well the designs matched the established criteria.  Each garden was 
designed for homeowners to execute on their own or with help from a 
professional.  The designs had to incorporate Mediterranean plants, outdoor 
rooms, a vegetable garden, sustainable materials, permeable paving 
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The many rewards of APLD 
California Chapter membership 

include: 
  

-Attendance at California 
District programs and meetings 

throughout the state 
  

-Monthly California Chapter 
Newsletter 

  
-APLD California Chapter 

Website 
  

-Listing in the California 
Chapter referral pages 

  
-Local APLD Certification 

Workshops 
  

-Local APLD District Garden 
Tours (where available) 

  
-Local APLD District 

Mentor/Mentee Program (where 
available) 

  
-Local APLD District Design 

Salons (where available) 
  

-Opportunities to network with 
other designers and green 

industry professionals 
  

-Participation in our lively 
APLDCA Members-only 
internet discussion group 

  
  

Questions? 
Please contact the California 

Chapter Membership 
Committee:  

membership@apldca.org. 
   
 
 

Join the dynamic and 
informative discussion 

happening every day on the 
California Chapter Yahoo! 

Group!
 
 

Thank you to our Silver 
Sponsors

 
Calstone

.
Graniterock Design Center

 
Pacific Nurseries

 
 

and drip irrigation, along with technical information about soil preparation, 
rainwater capture and hydrozones.
 
Final judging was then left to the general public.  The City of Santa Monica 
encouraged voting by displaying all designs on its website and at exhibits at 
local events.  Over four thousand people voted. “The City of Santa Monica 
is very aggressive in its endeavors to make the city more sustainable, 
offering free classes on topics such as irrigation, and awarding grants for 
sustainable residential gardens,” says Corra. “I am happy to be the recipient 
of this information and thrilled to be part of a project that can only help our 
environment.”
 
The next step is to integrate the three concepts so there is comfortable flow 
from one garden into the next. The designs will then be bid by local 
landscape and irrigation contractors, with installation expected to be 
completed by fall.
 
Then Back to Back…
 
Right on the heels of this exciting win came news that a garden in Sherman 
Oaks, designed by Dirt Diva Designs and installed by Larson Landscaping, 
won in two categories at the CLCA 2010 Trophy Awards.   The garden 
received first prize for ‘Small Residential Garden’ and second prize in the 
‘Xeriscape’ category.  This backyard was a solid mass of concrete which 
was removed to provide a clean slate.  The owners wanted a low 
maintenance garden to relax in, with room for dining, a master bathroom 
for three dogs, and an area for a prefabricated spa. 
 
The design challenge was to make the spa as unobtrusive as possible in the 
small space.  This was accomplished by sinking the spa below grade and 
installing a French drain system to protect the equipment panel from rain.  
The back fence was painted to match the spa with a “waterfall” of plants 
that will quickly grow in. Two wooden structures provide shade for dining 
and barbequing.  A pathway composed of flagstone, groundcover and 
gravel meanders through new garden beds, past a bench and hammock.  A 
unique pondless water-feature was created with Mariposa stone. 
 
The highlight of the garden came almost as an afterthought:  Antique 
windows the owners had purchased years ago all had one broken pane.  
Corra took pictures of the dogs, spray painted each with a mirror finish, and 
installed a picture of each dog in the windows.  The garden was installed in 
February 2010.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Tips, Trips, Books, Blogs...
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Call for Landscape Photos! 
 
Showcase your landscapes in the upcoming Watersense Landscape Photo 
Gallery. Take advantage of this great opportunity to exhibit your skills in 
water-efficient landscape design and demonstrate that landscapes can be 
both beautiful AND water-efficient. Visit the Call for Landscape Photos 
page on the  WaterSense website for complete submission instructions.
 
 
Extensive and Intensive Green Roof Design
August 8, 2010    12n to 1:30pm
East Bay AIA, Oakland 
 
Cynthia Tanyan, APLD, owner and principal designer of Mozaic 
Landscapes, and Cathy Garrett, principal at PGAdesigninc, will provide an 
overview of green roof design. The speakers will highlight historic 
antecedents and provide details and examples of extensive and intensive 
green roof designs. Click here for details. 
 
  
Bay-Friendly Landscape Conference
Transforming Urban Landscapes to Protect 
Our Water Resources
 
September 17, 2010
St. Mary's Event Center, San Francisco
  The 2010 Bay-Friendly Landscape Conference and Marketplace will 
feature interactive sessions, professional networking, and a marketplace of 
cutting-edge technologies and products. Experts will offer practical tools 
and solutions to creating landscapes that conserve natural resources, 
prevent pollution, and cut greenhouse gas emissions while working with 
the uniqueness of the San Francisco Bay watershed. Click here for details.
 
 
 Style & Whimsy in the Sustainable Garden
September 23-26, 2010
Pasadena
 
If you've attended one of our previous symposia you know how very 
special and rewarding they are, and this one includes more speakers and 
gardens than ever before.  APLD members can earn up to 19 CEUs 
(Continuing Education Units) by attending. Click here for brochure. 
 
 
 
Urban Permaculture Design Intensive
October 30-November 14, 2010
San Francisco at Fort Mason
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You'll learn how to create sustainable, thriving human systems, 
from green houses and organic gardens, to local micro-economies 
and communities, using sustainable design principles that are 
applicable to every human system, from businesses, communities, 
and cities to personal relationships. To learn more click here.
 
 
In Landscape Lighting, Efficiency is Key
 
Interview with Janet Lennox Moyer, Jan Moyer Design, LLC, 
by Leslie McGuire, managing editor at:
http://www.landscapeonline.com/research/article/13590 - see full 
interview.
 
In landscape lighting, we have to think about efficacy differently from 
interior lighting where visual tasks are very important and lamps are on 10-
12 hours per day. In most landscape situations, only some, if any, of the 
lamps will be activated daily by a time-switch. In that case, they typically 
are on some form of astronomical timing device and turn on half-hour after 
civil twilight. They may stay on from four to eight hours typically. In 
summer time, it doesn’t get dark until after 9pm. If lights stay activated 
until 12am, that is three hours. In the winter, darkness starts around 4:30 
staying on for 7-1/2 hours.
 
There are very good reasons for using LEDs. They require less electricity 
and theoretically they last longer, but MR16s CAN last as long based on 
dimming, and actual results don’t support the concept that LEDs are better. 
One of the initial ideas was that the fixtures can be smaller, but in order to 
control the heat the fixtures have gotten bigger.

For information on membership: www.apldca.org/AboutAPLD.aspx  
For newsletter or calendar submissions: www.apldca.org/NewsResources.aspx 

For other inquiries, see the contact information on our website: www.apldca.org/Contacts.aspx 
 

P.O. Box 778, San Carlos, CA 94070. 
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APLD 
California Chapter 
Upcoming Events

  
Be sure to visit our online

  Events calendar , 
(www.apldca.org/Events.aspx)  
to see full details for each of the 

events below as well as non-
APLD events of interest to our 

members.
 

Fri, Sept 10, 2010
District Board Meeting

East Bay District
 

Tues, Sept 14, 2010
Australian Plants
East Bay District

 
Thurs, Sept 16, 2010

CA Chapter Board Meeting
California Chapter

 
Wed, Sept 22, 2010

Waterwise Symposium
Sacramento District

 
Wed, Sept 22, 2010

Bus Tour: Hardscapes
Peninsula District

 
Fri, Sept 24, 2010
Art + Landscape

San Francisco District
 

Tues, Oct 12, 2010
Succulents in Garden Design

East Bay District
 

Sat, Oct 23, 2010
WELO Seminar

Sacramento District
 

Wed, Oct 27, 2010
Outdoor Lighting in the 

Garden
Peninsula District

   
 

OUR GOLD SPONSORS  
  
 
  

 
  

APLD California Chapter 
September 2010 Newsletter 

 
President's Message 
By Joni Wilson 
 
Ok, ok I got it. After the last year of 
hearing about it from everyone I met, I 
finally had the time to sit down, figure it 
out with the help of a few friends and 
learn it. Everyone else has and I was 
feeling really behind the eight ball all 
this time. You’re probably at this point 
wondering what I possibly could be 
talking about.
 

‘WELO’
which is short for ‘Water Efficient 

Landscape Ordinance’
also known as AB 1881 that went into 

effect in January 2010.
 

Maureen Decombe, our illustrious Past 
President, has been the driving force 

over the last ten months making sure that everyone knew about it. She 
wrote all about it at the end of last year, stressing the importance of being 
informed with what was happening in your area of practice. We had letters 
from members asking for guidance so she wrote a document that contain 
‘Talking Points’ in case someone wanted to defend our position at a city 
council meeting but for me, it had been a non-issue, especially here in 
Davis where we are not part of a water district. Davis works off of 
underground wells for now, which is why our water is so terrible here. It 
has a policy on water and has had it in place for a number of years but it 
never pertained to residential properties or hasn’t in the past.
 
Anyway, I was praying that I wouldn’t really have to deal with it this year 
because we had Maureen at the helm. My problem was that I really didn’t 
understand the ordinance so I didn’t feel I knew enough to defend it if I had 
to…
 
However, early last month, I took a week’s vacation with my family to Del 
Mar. One of my sons was home for ten days before he went on to Australia, 
the other one was in San Bernardino participating in a coop internship and 
my parents were coming over from Palm Springs. Everything was falling 
into place for a relaxing week when I received Pam Berstler’s email 
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saying that there were still spots open in her G3 program with one day 
being a training session. They would be talking about water stewardship, 
storm water conservation, etc. and it was going to include ‘WELO’.  So, I 
thought after reading the email: The guys want to play golf one day, the 
class was being held only ten miles from where we were staying and more 
importantly, it was on a day that the race track would be closed. I figured it 
was the perfect opportunity to find out what I was missing and write off a 
couple days of vacation at the same time (sorry Pam- ulterior motives…)
 
So I emailed back and forth with Pam and signed up to attend the one-day 
session. I had no idea if there would be anyone there that I would know.
When I got there, I discovered that there were many APLD’ers attending. 
Maureen Decombe, Cheryl Buckwalter, Amelia Lima, APLD, to 
mention a few and others who I hadn’t had a chance to meet before. I 
got feedback on others’ experiences as members of APLD in areas that are 
in the process of forming a district. It was all very enlightening.
 
We all got to work. I have to say that Pam breaks it all down into easy 
steps. It was much easier to understand than I thought. If you have a chance 
to take her class, I highly recommend it.  Math and algebra formulas have 
never my strong suit, but you know what, I got it…  And if I can get it, so 
can you…
 
Now when I go for my walk in the mornings on the greenbelts, I notice all 
the extra water and over-designed irrigation systems with run-off. There’s a 
learning curve for everything new we study and I know it’ll take a little 
while until it’s ingrained into my brain but you know what…. I got it.
 
I’d like to see that all APLD CA members ‘get it’ and look to create 
designs that are WELO-compliant in spirit, no matter the size or scale. We 
must all take stewardship of the local environments that we change, 
keeping in mind our own best management practices.
 
P.S. While the Chapter and Districts have been doing all this important 
work this year on your behalf, we do need new blood, fresh perspectives 
and enthusiastic volunteers to keep everything running smoothly year-to-
year. So if and when you get a call from someone from the Chapter or your 
own District leadership, please consider giving a helping hand. The more 
hands we have, the less work for everyone! You can all make a difference. 
I’ve learned more as I moved into new leadership positions than I ever 
thought I would.  If you want to be on the cutting edge helping shape this 
profession for both yourself and future designers, we would love to have 
you!
 
Joni Wilson  
President  
APLD California Chapter
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News from...
The Board and Districts  

 
 
 

 
Who We Are
Janet Enright, Membership Chair
 
I have such fun talking with people whose stories I 
get to tell. I always wind up feeling energized… 
and humbled.  There is so much that we don’t 
know about each other until we ask and listen.
 
Soleil Tranquilli has been the Sacramento District 
Membership Chair for the last two years.  She’s 
leaving that role this fall. I started our 
conversation by asking her to tell me about her 
name. JE
 
"I had creative ‘wanna-be’ hippy parents.  My 
middle name is Paz -- I got a poem for a name. 
 It’s really hard to live up to it – and I’m still 
working on it.  I did not give myself that name!
 
In my previous career, I was a minister and did custom weddings.  It was 
my desire to bring a sense of the sacred to the world.  Before that, I was an 
herbalist- that’s how I got into green things.  I’m crazy about plants as 
healing tools.
 
At one point, I went through a rough patch and was feeling low.  My 
solution was to find a project, so I got involved in creating a community 
garden. I had to learn the language to speak to the people with the 
connections and money to get the garden off the ground – so I started 
taking classes at the community college.  The last two classes were about 
design.   The community garden took six years to get built (now it provides 
food for the local food bank) and I was off into a new career.
 
My child has a form of autism, and that's translated into my wanting to find 
out what’s out there that I can learn about.  I am relating this to my practice 
and looking at things like the use of chemicals, where I buy my plants, 
environmental pollutants and trying to step up my awareness.  It’s waking 
me up on all levels –I’m using gardens as healing.  Nature teaches us about 
being present.
 
Last year I became a certified Feng Shui practitioner. I see this as an 
opportunity to work as a partner with other professionals – interior 
designers, other landscape designers, and architects.  I’ve had a couple of 
collaborations so far – I’m in heaven when I get to use all my inspiration 
and training.  I’m used to hiding that.  This week our grand master passed - 
I’m inspired to take these teachings into my work. It’s nice that it’s become 
more mainstream.
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APLD 

California Chapter 
2010 Board of Directors

 
 

President: 
Joni Wilson, APLD 

  
Vice President: 

Janet Enright 
  

Immediate Past 
President: 

Maureen Decombe 
  

Treasurer:
Tina Roushall  

  
Secretary: 

Open Position
If you have an interest

in serving as Secretary, please 
contact: 

president@apldca.org
 

Communications Chair:
Open Position 

If you have an interest
in serving as Communications 

Chair, please contact: 
president@apldca.org

 
Newsletter:

Sharon Petersen
  

Website / Technology: 
Sharon Gibson 

  
Membership Chair: 

Janet Enright
  

Sponsorship Chair: 
Open Position

If you have an interest
in serving as Sponsorship Chair, 

please contact: 
president@apldca.org

  
Public Outreach Coordinator: 

Open Position
If you have an interest

in serving as Sponsorship Chair, 
please contact: 

president@apldca.org
 

Legislative Chair: 
Pamela Berstler  

 
 

Feng shui and landscape design are now so much a part of me and how I 
think. It’s the ritual of clearing and using the energy. One of my clients and 
I were looking at a part of their garden when I suggested that instead of 
water and round shapes, we do a fire feature and triangular shapes.  The 
client instantly understood that’s what had to go there.   People feel it -- we 
resonate with what’s right.
 
Right now I’m really excited about Talavera pottery.  It originated in Spain 
and was then brought to Mexico. I saw it as a kid when I was growing up in 
the desert in Reno – where everything was brown and grey.  This pottery 
has bright colors and animals on it.  I decided to source and buy it myself.  
My clients are excited about it – it’s a little piece of design they can have 
fun with.   The Talavera is inspiring me and letting me know I have 
permission to play with color. It’s an aspect of my business that’s working 
– I’ll go with that!
 
Through my years as a minister – I became comfortable with the 
knowledge that the right people will find me.  I want people to use me with 
all my abilities.  It’s a heck of a lot of fun.  I hid for a lot of my life – I 
don’t have to anymore.  People are attracted to the fun. 
 
I’m not one of those people who enjoy working alone; I love to collaborate. 
That’s why I've enjoyed working on the board.  I have met so many neat 
people, especially in APLD.  There is so much to learn.  I now feel like I’m 
hitting my stride and have some certainty about myself in this profession.   
I am so proud to have worked with such great people.  I’m why we have 
APLD – it’s a great resource for young designers like me.  I loved the SF 
Flower Show – I had stars in my eyes – I have a ton of enthusiasm and I’m 
excited about possibilities. I am four years into this profession. Now it’s 
time for me to take a break (from being on the Board) and make a living.  I 
need to stand in this place and make it work."
 
 
 
WELO Educational Workshop
 
Save the date!  ALPD CA has created a WELO educational workshop to be 
held on Saturday, October 23rd, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. in the 
Sacramento District.  This hands-on workshop was developed by designers 
for best practices to achieve water-efficient residential landscapes. All 
districts are invited.  Watch for more details.

 
 
 
 
 
 

News from...  
The Sponsor's Corner
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2010 District and 
Regional Council

  
East Bay District President: 

Lorraine Edel 
  

Greater Los Angeles District 
President: 

Laura Morton 
  

North Bay District President: 
Karlyn Williams 

  
Peninsula District President: 

Shannon Swain 
  

Sacramento District President: 
Cheryl Buckwalter 

  
San Francisco District 

President: 
Cynde Ave'Lallemant 

  
  

For a listing of our District 
Boards of Directors, please visit 

our website.
 

For a complete listing of the 
APLD National Board of 

Directors, please visit: 
http://apld.org/contact/

 
APLD California Chapter 

Member FAQs
Are you a new member with lots 

of questions about how the 
APLD California Chapter 

works? Did you just renew and 
have a question about how your 

dues are used? Interested in 
starting a new district in your 

area, like Los Angeles members 
did recently? Check out our 

California Chapter Membership 
FAQs. 

Do you have more questions that 
aren't yet answered? Send an 

email to 
membership@apldca.org to get 
your questions answered and 

added to the FAQs. 
 
 
 

APLD 
California Chapter 

Membership
 

Thank you to everyone who 
renewed their APLD California 

Chapter membership! 
  

Your $35 California Chapter 
membership fee provides the 

sole dues support for all 
chapter and district programs 

in California. 
  

Monrovia Announces New 
Plant Varieties for 2011

 
"We have three new additions to our Dan Hinkley Collection®," explained 
Nicholas Staddon, director of new plants, referring to the noteworthy 
varieties discovered by the renowned plant explorer. He adds that 
Monrovia has greatly expanded its line of edibles, including an array of 
stone-fruit trees, wine grapes and bramble fruits. The new, exclusive Angel 

Red® Pomegranate ripens earlier and is juicier than other varieties, plus has 
soft seeds that are easier to eat. "But the standout edible for next year is the 
Bountiful Blue™ Blueberry. It has the most striking blue foliage," he 
added. "We seek out great new edible varieties that are attractive and fit 
well into an existing ornamental garden."  Click here for photos and more 
new plants. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

News from... 
The Member's Section

 
 
 
 

The APLD ADVOCATE
 
This is the start of a monthly column dedicated to Answering YOUR 
Questions about various legislative issues throughout California.  We will 
try to address issues that affect your business and practice as a residential 
landscape designer, as well as general questions about environmental 
legislation or ordinances that might have an impact on residential landscape 
design in California.  Names are changed to protect your privacy. If you 
want to submit a question or comments for future editions, please send it 
to:  legislative@apldca.org
 
Dear Advocate: My local county has approved a Model Water Efficient
Landscape Ordinance that does not name landscape designers as approved 
persons for submitting documents to comply with the ordinance. Are there 
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The many rewards of APLD 
California Chapter membership 

include: 
  

-Attendance at California 
District programs and meetings 

throughout the state 
  

-Monthly California Chapter 
Newsletter 

  
-APLD California Chapter 

Website 
  

-Listing in the California 
Chapter referral pages 

  
-Local APLD Certification 

Workshops 
  

-Local APLD District Garden 
Tours (where available) 

  
-Local APLD District 

Mentor/Mentee Program (where 
available) 

  
-Local APLD District Design 

Salons (where available) 
  

-Opportunities to network with 
other designers and green 

industry professionals 
  

-Participation in our lively 
APLDCA Members-only 
internet discussion group 

  
  

Questions? 
Please contact the California 

Chapter Membership 
Committee:  

membership@apldca.org. 
   
 
 

Join the dynamic and 
informative discussion 

happening every day on the 
California Chapter Yahoo! 

Group!
 
 

Thank you to our Silver 
Sponsors

 
Calstone

.
Graniterock Design Center

 
Pacific Nurseries

 
 

provisions in the Landscape Architects Business & Practices Act (B&P 
Code 5641) that support this exclusion?
CONCERNED DOWN MEXICO WAY
 
Advocate: It is the position of APLD CA Chapter that Residential 
Landscape Designers (RLD) are qualified to submit packages under the CA 
Model Landscape Ordinance (WELO) for single-family residences, 
regardless of local ordinance interpretations, so long as the RLDs are able 
to provide accurate information in the format required by the local 
ordinance.
 
Careful analysis of B&P Code 5641 was done by the Office of 
Administrative Law in the finalization of the WELO language, to ensure 
consistency with 5641. APLD has made its own analysis, and concurs that 
nothing in WELO is in conflict with B&P 5641, which does not restrict 
RLDs from submitting the documentation package, for single-family 
residential projects. Like Landscape Arachitects and Landscape 
Contractors, RLDs must get a civil engineer to provide the grading and 
drainage plan, and a certified Soil Lab to do the soil analysis.
 
All of the above refers to the model ordinance, AB 1881. *Some* cities 
and counties have adopted local language which restrict RLDs— and in 
some cases C-27s— from submitting these packages. Local agencies are 
not empowered to restrict the B&P Code in this manner.  These local 
ordinances are in direct conflict with California state law, and absolutely do 
not reflect the intention or spirit of AB1881.
 
APLD CA Chapter is prepared to respond to any agency or municipality 
which rejects an APLD member's submittal of a single-family residential 
WELO project—not on the merits of their submittal, but because of their 
STATUS as a Residential Landscape Designer. In other words, we are 
eager for a test case to clarify the law to those who would use AB 1881 as a 
means to restrict free trade.
 
Dear Advocate: I just heard my District President read some information 
about the status of the LATC’s enforcement actions against some APLD 
members.  What’s all the secrecy about?  I’m more confused now than I 
was before I heard the letter.  Clarify please….
SLEEPLESS IN SAC
 
Advocate: Mea Culpa! (Thought there should be some Latin in the first 
column.)   You are right.  There has been a lot of secrecy surrounding the 
APLD CA interactions with the LATC over the past nine months, but with 
the resolution of the more than a dozen outstanding enforcement actions, 
this shroud can be lifted and we can talk more openly about the situation, 
process, and outcome.
 
We were first alerted to the fact that some APLD members were receiving 
letters from the LATC alleging that they were in violation of the B&P 5641 
by practicing outside the scope of practice allowed landscape designers as 
“unlicensed persons.”  By the way, “unlicensed persons” just means that 
we are not licensed Landscape Architects.  Landscape contractors, 
irrigation designers, golf course architects, and others also are “unlicensed 
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persons” under this part of the B&P Act. The difference between those 
professions and ours is that they are listed specifically as exclusions under 
B&P 5641; so while they are “unlicensed” they are also entitled to practice 
some landscape design without being a licensed Landscape Architect.
 
Once alerted, we moved swiftly and vigorously to re-engage the LATC in a 
dialogue about the rationale for these letters and the merits of the 
complaints.  During that time, it was imperative that the privacy of the 
individuals who received the letters and the specifics of the dialogue with 
the LATC be protected.  APLD CA engaged the services of legal counsel to 
guide us in creating a strategy for interacting with the LATC, and to 
provide some clarifications and guidance for the members who had 
received the letters.
 
We began attending LATC meetings, commenting during the time set aside 
for public comments, and writing letters to bring the matter to the attention 
of the entire Committee.  The LATC responded admirably, first 
investigating, and then responding to our concerns.
 
The result is that the LATC has issued a letter to APLD indicating that in 
most of the enforcement action letters, it had too broadly interpreted B&P 
5641, and agreeing to retract any outstanding letters and mark them in the 
public record as being “closed without merit.”
 
Does this mean we can go back to “flying under the radar of the LATC?”  
Absolutely NOT!  Does this mean that RLDs practicing and advertising 
their work with commercial or public entities are now exempt from future 
action by the LATC?  Absolutely NOT!  APLD embraces the LATC’s 
resubmitting any meritorious enforcement letters.
 
The current status with the LATC means that APLD is now engaged with 
the LATC as the representative of capable landscape design professionals. 
APLD has agreed to work with the LATC to further educate our 
membership about professional business practices for Residential 
Landscape Designers in CA, and about ways to clearly differentiate the 
services provided by RLDs from licensed Landscape Architects. 
 
In many ways we are under more scrutiny than ever by the LATC, and we 
at APLD CA welcome that close relationship.  This is the beginning of a 
long legislative journey that is likely to emerge with RLDs more clearly 
defining their actual scope of practice and creating a ercognized and 
defined profession of “Residential Landscape Designer” that would be 
sanctioned by the CA Legislature.
 
 
Greetings APLD Members! 
Mayita Dinos, Sustainability Chair, Greater LA District
 
Many of you are counting the days until you take off for Dallas to attend 
the big ‘APLD International Conference ‘. And yet some of us won’t be 
able to attend for various reasons.
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Fret not! There’s another fabulous event you can attend right here in 
Southern California: The Gardening under Mediterranean Skies 
Symposium from September 23rd – 26th in Pasadena. As co-sponsors 
of the symposium, the Greater LA District has put together a special 
Roundtable Panel Discussion, which I will be moderating. The discussion, 
‘The Science Behind A Sustainable Plant Palette’, will be addressed by 
experts in various fields that research, curate and advise on how climate 
change and our plant choices as landscape designers, impact our 
ecosystems.
 
You will be impressed at the level of expertise sitting on this panel! Please 
come prepared to ask difficult questions for these are the folks who can 
answer them. These are experts who can put the various pieces of the 
puzzle together for us concerning: native plants, pollinators, invasive 
plants, birds, fish and wildlife, curate plant collections, the nursery 
industry, etc.
As a special courtesy, APLD members may attend at no charge! 
(Pre-registration is required) 
 
Following the discussion, we will meet at a local restaurant where we can 
finally ask the burning questions you’ve been dying to ask all evening but 
were too shy to ask in front of a crowd, or because the moderator didn’t 
pick you! Get all the details and sign up right away for the Roundtable 
Panel Discussion and the Dinner afterwards in Pasadena!
Thursday September 23rd at 6:30pm 
 
Get details at www.PacificHorticulture.org/education-events  
Email: symposium@pacifichorticulture.org
Phone: Susi Torre-Bueno 760. 295.2173 until midnight.
If you would like to consider volunteering - please call Susi.
Hope to see you there!
 
MAYITA DINOS Garden Design
Ph/fax 310.838.5959      mdgarden@ca.rr.com

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Tips, Trips, Books, Blogs...
 
 

 
Bamboo Sourcery Closing – and going into flower! 
 
Bamboo is unusual because it experiences periodic “gregarious flowering”.  
This occurs when all plants – of any given species – all over the world, go 
into flower, putting all of their energy into seed.  All the mother plants then 
die and the seed is left to carry on the species.  This process is referred to as 
“going into flower”. 
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Bamboo Sourcery Nursery and Gardens is in the midst of its own flowering 
cycle.  As a result, they will be closing their doors on November 20th, 
2010.  Beginning September 1st they will hold a “Going into Flower Sale”, 
offering 50% discounts on all plants. 
 
For the past 30 years this West County specialty nursery has thrived, thanks 
to many customers from all over the Greater San Francisco Bay Area and 
beyond.  Jennifer York, current owner of Bamboo Sourcery and daughter 
of founder Gerald Bol said “I hold the hope that the seeds of Bamboo 
Sourcery will flourish in some form in the future.  I am filled with gratitude 
to our wonderful, loyal customers, our dedicated staff - and this beautiful, 
productive land.  I’m also curious if there will be a next incarnation of 
Bamboo Sourcery, and if so, where it might be and what it might look 
like.”
 
Inquiries about the purchase of the business, or of bamboo plants are 
welcomed (50% off on all plants starting September 1st).   
Contact:
Bamboo Sourcery
Judy Gann and Sabrina Howell, Office Managers
Bamboo@BambooSourcery.com
666 Wagnon Road, Sebastopol, CA USA
(707) 823-5866
 
 
350 Kitchen Garden Challenge in SF
  
In a single day, October 10, 2010, 350 San Francisco landscapes, balconies 
and community spaces will be transformed into bountiful food gardens, 
bringing local food production into its 7 square miles. 
 
Kitchen Garden SF is teaming with the San Francisco Permaculture Guild, 
Hayes Valley Farm, 350.org, SFUAA and other local organizations and 
businesses to host gardeners, urban farmers and local food activists in a 
global environmental work party. The 350 Kitchen Garden 
Challenge in San Francisco will include citywide garden work parties, 
kitchen gardening workshops, a harvest party at Hayes Valley Farm and a 
bike tour of urban farms built on formerly vacant lots and garden action 
locations. Click here to read more.
 
 
Find Inspiration, Grow Your Garden...
Share it with Others
 
A new website for the rapidly expanding community of gardeners in 
California has launched and is looking for contributors! The site, 
www.YourGardenShow.com, was created by a Master Gardener and an 
Emmy-award-winning producer and is designed to be easy-to-use, fun, and 
inspire new and seasoned gardeners to share their experiences. More 
information about YourGardenShow.com can be found in this online press 
release: 
http://www.prweb.com/releases/gardens/plants/prweb4073104.htm. More 
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and better gardeners means better public health and stronger communities! 
Here's a recent CBS news report: http://kdka.com/video/?id=73950.
 
 
Bay-Friendly Garden Tour Coming to Santa Clara 
 
The 2011 Bay-Friendly Garden Tour is coming to Santa Clara County. If 
you have a garden that meets the Bay-Friendly criteria, please click here for 
more information and to register. This is a great way to promote your 
design business.
 
 
Regenerative Leadership for Sustainability
 
Are you looking for a meaningful pathway into the sustainability 
evolution?   This internationally-recognized experiential leadership training 
provides the skills needed to mitigate the effects of peak oil, climate change 
and the economic crisis through re-localization efforts designed to create a 
healthy and thriving world. 
 
With the news of peak oil, environmental destruction and economic 
challenges in the air, permaculture offers tremendous solutions that are 
simple to implement through re-localization and looking back to how 
humans have lived sustainably for centuries.  This course includes the 
standard Transition Town Training. 
 
This permaculture-focused workshop combines the most cutting-edge  
sustainability and leadership programs into an intensive providing the most 
essential skills needed to lead the change necessary..  
 
Core Course Components: 
 
- Introduction to Urban Permaculture Design 
- Creating Resilient Ecological Cities  
- Community Permaculture: Creating Urban Abundance  
- Transition toward Community Resilience   
- Designing a Green Economy  
- Towards the Commons - Nature Connection  
- Ecological Leadership - Eight Shields Mentoring  
- Psychology of Ecological Evolution - Spiral Dynamics Theory 
 
Dates:    October 25 - 29th 
Location: San Francisco - Organic meals and lodging included! 
 
More info: http://www.commoncircle.com/regenerative-leadership-training
 
 
Green Gardener Training Classes - Fall 2010
 
Two Santa Clara Valley Green Gardener Classes will be held by Sunnyvale
-Cupertino Adult Community Education (ACE), 591 West Fremont 
Avenue, Sunnyvale, CA 94087. 
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Wednesdays, September 15, 2010 through November 17. 2010, 4:00 PM – 
6:00 PM (English)
Thursdays, September 16 - November 18, 2010, 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
(Spanish)
 
Learn ways to conserve water, protect the soil, reduce the use of pesticides, 
create a healthier work environment, and expand your business prospects. 
For more information click here
 
 
Water Management Classes
 
On October 27th- 28th the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District 
will be hosting two classes which will prove to be extremely valuable to 
homeowners, landscape contractors, installers, designers, managers, sales 
people, and suppliers. Please see the attached flyer. Please forward this 
information to any of your customers, clients or colleagues you think may 
be interested! We would appreciate your help in spreading the word.
 
As the State Drought worsens, water rates increase and the uncertainty 
surrounding future restriction on outdoor water use heightens, the District 
is encouraging water efficient landscaping and design.
 
A one half-day course on Thursday the 28th from 1 - 5pm: “Sprinkler 
System Scheduling” is being offered. On October 27th and 28th the two-day 
Certified Landscape Irrigation Auditor (CLIA) course and exam will be 
held.
 
Stevie Kister, Conservation Representative
Monterey Peninsula, Water Management District
831.658.5601, SKister@mpwmd.dst.ca.us
 
 
Urban Permaculture Design Certificate Course 
 

"My experience in the course was invaluable.  I find myself with a 
new permaculture lens that I can put on at will, and see the world 

around me in a way that I feel leads to making more conscious 
decisions and living better in harmony with the earth." 

   - Deborah F., Permaculture Course Graduate 
 

We hope you will be able to join us for this upcoming course: 
 
Course:   (Urban) Permaculture Design Certificate Course [Weekend] 
Dates:    Nov 20 - Jan 22 [Ten Saturdays 9-6pm]
 Location:  Berkeley, CA
Click here for full details.
 

For information on membership: www.apldca.org/AboutAPLD.aspx  
For newsletter or calendar submissions: www.apldca.org/NewsResources.aspx 

For other inquiries, see the contact information on our website: www.apldca.org/Contacts.aspx 
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APLD 
California Chapter 
Upcoming Events

  
Be sure to visit our online

  Events calendar , 
(www.apldca.org/Events.aspx)  
to see full details for each of the 

events below as well as non-
APLD events of interest to our 

members.
 

Tues, Oct 12, 2010
Succulents in Garden Design

East Bay District
 

Sat, Oct 23, 2010
WELO Workshop
Sacramento District

 
Wed, Oct 27, 2010

Outdoor Lighting in the 
Garden

Peninsula District
 

Tues, Nov 9, 2010
What's New in LED Lighting?

East Bay District
 
 

Tues, Nov 12, 2010
District Board Meeting

East Bay District
 

Thurs, Nov 18, 2010
CA Chapter Board Meeting

CA Chapter
   

 
OUR GOLD SPONSORS  

  
 
  

 
  

  

 
 

 

APLD California Chapter 
October 2010 Newsletter 

 
President's Message 
By Joni Wilson 
 
My bags are packed and waiting by the 
front door…By the time you read this, I 
will be back from the APLD 2010 
Dallas conference, where I’ll have had 
the chance to co-mingle with other like-
minded landscape designers for a week, 
learning how things are done in Dallas. 
Each conference takes approximately 
two years of hard work by many 
dedicated volunteers, conference calls 
galore and viewing trips by our National 
Chair, Danilo Maffei. Don’t worry if 
you haven’t had a chance to attend one 
yet, our turn is coming! And to put it in 
the words of Allison Olsen, our local 
conference site chair, it’s going to be 
“AWESOME”.
 

This is just one example of the way in which APLD enriches our lives with 
educational opportunities through the eyes of professional dedicated 
volunteers at the national level. We at the Chapter strive to do the same. 
With all the information flying around out there surrounding WELO or 
AB1881, the Chapter Board decided that this was a perfect opportunity for 
us to be able to really educate our California members on our own turf, so 
to speak.
 
We asked Cheryl Buckwalter, our Sacramento District President, to head 
up a WELO Working Group, which is made up of like-minded APLD 
members from all across the state, to come up with a daylong seminar that 
would cover all aspects of “What is WELO and how do we do it?” (my 
words, not theirs).
 
They are rolling out the prototype workshop on Saturday, October 23rd, 
here in Sacramento. All Green Industry professionals are welcome to join 
us. This will be a day to roll up your sleeves and really get this information 
under your tool belt. The topics will range from figuring out the 
calculations, working through the documents, to an actual case study: 
totally practical information and definitely worthwhile. Once tested, they 
will tweak it to make sure it is meeting all goals and objectives. After that 
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we are hoping to roll it out to the whole state so all our members can feel 
comfortable understanding WELO, knowing how to work their way 
through the process, and submitting their plans successfully. These are all 
values and benefits that are provided to our members to make sure that you 
are ready for the next level of your career.
 
Yesterday I attended the Water Wise Symposium given here at UC Davis 
by the California Center for Urban Horticulture. I assumed that there would 
be people that I would know attending; I wasn’t surprised. Not only was 
there great information presented by Loren Oki and Darren Haver 
regarding pesticides entering storm water showing clear distinctions 
between “normal” and low water use landscapes, APLD CA was 
everywhere. Cheryl Buckwalter and our upcoming Sac District President, 
Laurie Gates, had a booth set up with information regarding our up-
coming seminar and included general information about our membership. 
Thank you Cheryl and Laurie! 
 
Aaron Majors, with Cagwin and Dorward, spoke about the recently 
installed LEED project located at Drake’s Landing, designed by Susie 
Dowd Markarian, one of our APLD Certified designers in the North Bay 
District. Julie Saares Edmonds shared current information on the progress 
of WELO throughout the state while Linda Higgins, with the Department 
of Water Resources, showed a group photo of local APLD designers 
helping with their new “Blue Thumb” outreach project. Great PR for all, 
led by just a few…We never know where we are making our mark. Small 
ripples really do create continuous waves…
  
Final note:
We recently sent out the Certification Survey through Survey Monkey and 
already have 47 responses but I would like to see everyone respond. Our 
cut -off date is October 10th. We set up the survey so there was plenty of 
room to write in answers. Please take the time to fill in every question. If 
you have completed your survey but didn’t answer all the questions, you 
still have the opportunity to go back and add to it. The more we understand 
where you are coming from, the better we can help you to achieve your 
goals. For those of you who think certification is a scary process, I will talk 
more about all of it next month once Pat Wagner, APLD and I have had a 
chance to take in all the information you’ve given us.
 
Joni Wilson, APLD  
President  
APLD California Chapter

 
 
 
 
 
 

News from...
The Board and Districts  
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Sierra Hart
Virginia O"Connell

 

 

 
 

 
Landscapes Unlimited 

Wholesale Nursery 
4330 Bodega Ave. 

Petaluma, CA 94925 
707-778-0136

_________________
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  

 
  

  

 
 
  

  

 

 
 
Who We Are
Janet Enright, Membership Chair
 
This month I interviewed Sierra Hart and Virginia 
O’Connell, the North Bay Sustainability 
Committee Co-Chairs. Their stories both started 
in the country.
 
Sierra grew up in Willits as the child of hippies.  
That influenced my learning about the natural 
environment.  I attended UC Santa Cruz 
Environmental Studies program.  It was an 
interdisciplinary program –we looked at agro 
ecology, conservation ecology – and how all the 
fields come together to influence how we are in 
reference to the planet.
 
The focus on sustainable agriculture led me to 
pursue horticulture, and landscape design brought 
it all together for me – architecture, green 
architecture and permaculture.
 
Click here to read more about Sierra and Virginia.
 
 
 
 

California State Model 
Water Efficiency Landscape Ordinance (WELO)

Workshop
Saturday, October 23, 2010

 
Designed specifically for Landscape Professionals:

Designers, Contractors, Architects 
  

 Sponsored by APLDCA Sacramento District
  
Join us for this comprehensive educational workshop that steps landscape 

professionals through the important elements of the California State Model 
Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance (MWELO).  We will demystify the 

requirements of the Landscape Documentation Package (LPD) through 
presentation and hands-on exercises. Review of MWELO prior to the 
workshop is encouraged. Bring a calculator and plan to roll up your 

sleeves!
 

Click here for complete registration information.
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APLD 

California Chapter 
2010 Board of Directors

 
 

President: 
Joni Wilson, APLD 

  
Vice President: 

Janet Enright 
  

Immediate Past 
President: 

Maureen Decombe 
  

Treasurer:
Tina Roushall  

  
Secretary: 

Open Position
If you have an interest

in serving as Secretary, please 
contact: 

president@apldca.org
 

Communications Chair:
Open Position 

If you have an interest
in serving as Communications 

Chair, please contact: 
president@apldca.org

 
Newsletter:

Sharon Petersen
  

Website / Technology: 
Sharon Gibson 

  
Membership Chair: 

Janet Enright
  

Sponsorship Chair: 
Open Position

If you have an interest
in serving as Sponsorship Chair, 

please contact: 
president@apldca.org

  
Public Outreach Coordinator: 

Open Position
If you have an interest

in serving as Sponsorship Chair, 
please contact: 

president@apldca.org
 

Legislative Chair: 
Pamela Berstler  

 
 

2010 District and 
Regional Council

  
East Bay District President: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

News from...  
The Sponsor's Corner

 
 

Special Message to our Sponsors:
 

Our deepest, most heartfelt thanks go out to each 
of the 2010 APLDCA Sponsors.  You have provided 

us and our clients with products, services, 
information and even fun this past year and we truly 

Thank You!
 

APLDCA Membership
 
 
 
 
 
 

Delta Bluegrass Company to Host 
Fall Native Sod Tours
 
With the huge success and turnout of our Spring California Native Sod 
Tours, Delta Bluegrass Company is hosting Fall California Native Sod 
Tours for a limited time!
 
Join us for a day of learning about these new California native grasses 
which require 50% less water than traditional sod varieties.
 
Please make sure to RSVP for a specific date! You will be emailed 
confirmation with a map to the tour location.  You can simply email Katie 
at KPiazza@deltabluegrass.com or call (800) 637-8873. We look forward 
to sharing these water saving grasses with you.
 
Dates:  October 21, 28; November 4,  2010
Location:  Delta Bluegrass Ranch on the San Joaquin Delta
Address: 111 N. Zuckerman Rd., Stockton, CA 95206
 
 
 
FX Luminaire Product Spotlight: 
Lumineux LED Lighting Line
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Lorraine Edel 
  

Greater Los Angeles District 
President: 

Laura Morton 
  

North Bay District President: 
Karlyn Williams 

  
Peninsula District President: 

Shannon Swain 
  

Sacramento District President: 
Cheryl Buckwalter 

  
San Francisco District 

President: 
Cynde Ave'Lallemant 

  
  

For a listing of our District 
Boards of Directors, please visit 

our website.
 

For a complete listing of the 
APLD National Board of 

Directors, please visit: 
http://apld.org/contact/

 
APLD California Chapter 

Member FAQs
Are you a new member with lots 

of questions about how the 
APLD California Chapter 

works? Did you just renew and 
have a question about how your 

dues are used? Interested in 
starting a new district in your 

area, like Los Angeles members 
did recently? Check out our 

California Chapter Membership 
FAQs. 

Do you have more questions that 
aren't yet answered? Send an 

email to 
membership@apldca.org to get 
your questions answered and 

added to the FAQs. 
 
 
 

APLD 
California Chapter 

Membership
 

Thank you to everyone who 
renewed their APLD California 

Chapter membership! 
  

Your $35 California Chapter 
membership fee provides the 

sole dues support for all 
chapter and district programs 

in California. 
  

The many rewards of APLD 
California Chapter membership 

include: 
  

             
The buzz in exterior lighting is all about the emergence of LED (light 
emitting diodes) technology. Like moths to a flame, LED is the new 
innovation all lighting manufacturers are quickly hustling toward, and 
rightly so. With too many inefficient incandescent lamps, the industry 
needs to move toward more sustainable lighting solutions.
 
Six years ago, FX Luminaire began experimenting with LED technology.  
Unfortunately, the technology at the time did not meet our high standards 
of quality, so time was invested into learning more about LEDs before 
building marketable products.  The manufacturing challenges for LED 
lighting fixtures are plenty.  The ability to produce highly durable, energy 
efficient exterior fixtures that are easy to install, easy to maintain, easy to 
service if needed and upgradeable when the technology changes is 
challenging.  The LEDs must also be capable of providing acceptable color 
temperatures, with a wide range of beam spreads, all at a reasonable price.
 
Regardless of the challenges, the benefits of LED are numerous. They 
represent a highly efficient lighting source offering up to six times the 
lumen output as standard incandescent lamps. Better lumen output (or 
brightness) at a lower rate of wattage consumption equates to greater 
energy savings.
 
As energy companies measure by the kilowatt, the less wattage used, the 
greater the savings. If the same light output is achieved from a 5 watt LED 
fixture as a 20 watt incandescent lamp, the path to sustainability is clear.
 
Another advantage of LED technology is lamp life. The standard MR-16 
lamp used in most exterior up lights has a lamp life rating of about 4000 
hours. The current version of LED chips has a lamp life rating of 60,000 
hours, or 15 times that of the standard incandescent lamp. The benefit? 
LEDs minimize the maintenance aspect of exterior lighting over time and 
increase savings on bulb replacement costs.
 
With all the challenges and benefits carefully taken into consideration, FX 
began developing our current line of LED fixtures. We are now in full 
production and marketing LED fixtures under the brand name Lumineux.
 
We’re addressing the challenges and the benefits that go into making an 
earth-friendly lighting line that enhances the exterior environment during 
the evening hours. We invite you to explore Lumineux.

 
News from... 

The Member's Section
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
A  Different Kind of Landscape Designer
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Lori Palmquist

-Attendance at California 
District programs and meetings 

throughout the state 
  

-Monthly California Chapter 
Newsletter 

  
-APLD California Chapter 

Website 
  

-Listing in the California 
Chapter referral pages 

  
-Local APLD Certification 

Workshops 
  

-Local APLD District Garden 
Tours (where available) 

  
-Local APLD District 

Mentor/Mentee Program (where 
available) 

  
-Local APLD District Design 

Salons (where available) 
  

-Opportunities to network with 
other designers and green 

industry professionals 
  

-Participation in our lively 
APLDCA Members-only 
internet discussion group 

  
  

Questions? 
Please contact the California 

Chapter Membership 
Committee:  

membership@apldca.org. 
   
 
 

Join the dynamic and 
informative discussion 

happening every day on the 
California Chapter Yahoo! 

Group!
 
 

Thank you to our Silver 
Sponsors

 
Calstone

.
Graniterock Design Center

 
Pacific Nurseries

 
 

My name is Lori Palmquist, and I am an APLD 
member who is possibly a bit different from many 
of you. I’ve been in the landscape business since 
1988 and have had various roles during that time. 
I have owned and run a landscape maintenance 
business with 6 employees, been a certified 
arborist, aesthetic pruner, and a landscape 
contractor. After dabbling in all of these, I have 
found a home as an irrigation specialist. I don’t 
design gardens; I water them.

I discovered, after running my own landscape
maintenance and contracting business for a few 
years, that I was very interested in the mechanics 
of irrigation. In the beginning, I would visit my 

local irrigation store (The Urban Farmer Store in San Francisco), and 
follow one of their employees around, asking him irrigation questions for a 
couple of hours every week. I then took every class the Irrigation 
Association had to offer in landscape irrigation.  When I took the irrigation 
class at Merritt College in Oakland, which has an excellent horticultural 
program, the deal was sealed.  I couldn’t deny that irrigation was my 
passion, and I would pursue any and every avenue to get to “the top of my 
game.” 
 
Click here to read more from Lori.
   
 
 

  What's on YOUR Wish List?
Chelsea Flower and Garden Show Tour

May 22-29, 2011

Join me, Laurie Callaway, APLD, on my annual Tour of the Chelsea
Flower and Garden Show and the best gardens South East England has to 
offer. If touring England has always been a dream of yours, now is the time
to say Yes!  Say Yes to dining with famous designers, to private garden 
tours, visits to world class nurseries, and Yes to a horticultural experience 
you will never forget. Limited to 10 participants. For complete details, click
here.
 
 
 

The APLD ADVOCATE 
 
This monthly column is dedicated to Answering YOUR Questions about various 
legislative issues throughout California.  We will try to address issues that affect 
your business and practice as a Residential Landscape Designer, as well as 
general questions about environmental legislation or ordinances that might have 
an impact on residential landscape design in California.  Names are changed to 
protect your privacy. If you want to have your question(s) answered in this forum, 
be sure to submit your comments in the form of a question.  Submit all questions 
to apldadvocate@apldca.org (NOTE THIS IS A NEW EMAIL ADDRESS!)
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Advocate:  THIS JUST IN! Our Legislative Officer, Pamela Berstler, tells 
me that 61 Residential Landscape Designers from APLD-CA and the 
Chapter Board responded to our first ACTION ALERT! by sending 
support letters for AB 1834 to Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.  In only 
two days, more than 15% of our membership rallied and responded. 
The ADVOCATE SALUTES YOU!
 

Read The Advocate's full response here.
 
Dear Advocate: I read your last column and don’t understand why you call 
CA-licensed Landscape Contractors “unlicensed persons.”  Can you 
explain further what you mean?
CONCERNED LICENSED CONTRACTOR
  

Read The Advocate’s answer here.
  
Dear Advocate: Can you please explain precisely which law, code or other 
reference requires landscape contractors to hire a civil engineer to design 
grading and drainage plans? While there certainly are projects that may 
require the services of a civil engineer, not all grading and drainage 
projects do. According to the California Code of Regulations, Title 16, 
Division 8, Article 3. Classifications, regarding the C27 landscape 
contractor license classification, “a landscape contractor prepares and 
grades areas and plots of land”. And it is nowhere written that “a landscape 
contractor MUST have a certified Soil Lab do the soil analysis.”
CONCERNED LICENSED CONTRACTOR (PART II)
  

Read The Advocate’s answer here.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Tips, Trips, Books, Blogs...
 
 

French Drains the Right Way
By Scott Cohen - Reprinted from WaterShapes Magazine 

 
Through the years, French drains have proved remarkably effective in 
relieving hydrostatic pressure in a variety of applications. If set up 
properly, they allow water to follow its natural tendency to pursue the path 
of least resistance. But if — as happens all too often — these systems are 
installed incorrectly, the consequences can be extreme and unfortunate. 
And embarrassing as well, because the problems are so easily avoided.
 
To read complete article, click here.
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Association of Night Lighting Professionals 
to Host Night Garden Tours in October

 
The AOLP is offering this wonderful learning experience to help raise 
funds for its educational programs and other like events. This rare 
opportunity will cater to all levels of experience, but it is primarily geared 
to the landscape & lighting designer or contractor. These tours will feature 
some of the areas best landscape lighting designers and it’s a great 
opportunity to learn more about professional landscape lighting. Tour space 
is limited.
 

Click here for complete information.
 
 
 

2010 Landscape Design, Build, Maintain Expo
Long Beach Convention Center

October 6 & 7, 9:30 AM - 2:30 PM
 

Meet face-to-face with vendors showcasing the latest tools, equipment, 
products and design elements you need to create and maintain commercial 
and residential landscapes. To visit the website, click here.
 
 
 

Tree Law Workshop
Loyola Law School - Los Angeles

October 16, 2010 
 
This workshop for tree lovers and environmentalists will cover the basics 
of California tree law. For more information, click here.
 
 
 

Technical Train the Trainer Seminars 
in November

 
G3, The Green Gardens Group (www.GreenGardensGroup.com), is 
offering its one-day Technical Train the Trainer (T3) Seminar on two 
Fridays in November:  November 5, 2010 we are in the WAV Apartments 
& Art Complex in Ventura, CA and November 12, 2010 we are at the 
Hotel Kabuki in San Francisco, CA.  Join us either day for a fast-paced 
trip up the learning curve! Click here to learn more.

For information on membership: www.apldca.org/AboutAPLD.aspx  
For newsletter or calendar submissions: www.apldca.org/NewsResources.aspx 

For other inquiries, see the contact information on our website: www.apldca.org/Contacts.aspx 
 

P.O. Box 778, San Carlos, CA 94070. 
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APLD 
California Chapter 
Upcoming Events

  
Be sure to visit our online

  Events calendar , 
(www.apldca.org/Events.aspx)  
to see full details for each of the 

events below as well as non-
APLD events of interest to our 

members.
 

Tues, Nov 9, 2010
What's New in LED Lighting?

East Bay District
 

Thurs, Nov 11, 2010
VectorWorks Presentation

Greater LA District
 

Tues, Nov 12, 2010
District Board Meeting

East Bay District
 

Thurs, Nov 18, 2010
CA Chapter Board Meeting

CA Chapter
 

Wed, Dec 15, 2010
Holiday Party at Gamble 

Garden
Peninsula District

   
 

OUR GOLD SPONSORS  
  
 
  

 
  

  

 
 

 

 
 

APLD California Chapter 
November 2010 Newsletter 

 
President's Message 
By Joni Wilson 
 
November: This is the month of 
Thanksgiving. We give thanks for 
family and friends. We get together on 
the last Thursday of the month and if 
you have family traditions, you may 
have turkey and stuffing, cranberries, 
green beans and, of course, pumpkin 
pie. Sometimes we deviate from that 
plan and try something new, do 
something that’s out of the ordinary by 
taking a chance and look at the day in 
another way…
 
When I think of ‘thanksgiving’, my 
circle gets much bigger, with many 
layers. 

I am thankful for a group of intelligent, 
passionate, educated women who make up the Executive Committee 
with only the thought of ‘How do we make things better for our 
members?’ 

•

I am thankful for the group of women who took the last four months 
to put together a program for our members that will help you 
understand and navigate the waters of WELO. 

•

I am thankful for the many District presidents and other leaders who 
take the information that we discuss back to their districts. We are all 
fortunate to have such dedicated volunteers in our midst. 

•

I am thankful to have Chapter Chairs like Sharon Petersen and 
Katie Mulligan, APLD who put this newsletter together for you 
every month so you can keep up with all the events and things 
happening throughout our districts.

•

I am thankful for Sharon Gibson who has taken on the Sponsorship 
Chair position without a thought of the time commitment it entailed 
knowing how important this is for our success in the coming year(s).

•

I am extremely thankful for the Legislative Chair and her co-hort 
who think only of advocating for the profession of landscape design 
for all in this state.  

•
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I know unfortunately for some of you, we are just the group that handles 
the dues between National and you. You may not even be sure of what our 
role is. We intend to continue to expand in areas where we do not presently 
have a district so you can take advantage of all the Chapter has to offer.
 
If you live in an active District, your circle gets bigger with all types of 
educational events spent in the company of other designers and members in 
the Green Industry who look at issues in a similar fashion. For those of us 
at the Chapter level, we work very hard to make sure that all of you, 
whether you’re in a District or not, have every opportunity to be the best 
that you can be, practicing the craft that you love.
 
On a personal level, I am thankful for finding a career where I am totally at 
home with colleagues that I can connect with on a deeper level, through our 
love of plants, water, soil, and outdoor living places. Making people happy 
by turning their outdoor world into a place where they can relax, rejuvenate 
and rejoice at home is a special gift. There is an extraordinary magic when 
you can connect on a deeper level with your environment.
 
With the ideas of edible landscapes, homegrown vegetable gardens, low-
water use spaces, rainwater capture and a slow food movement taking hold 
in our designs, we are creating another opportunity by looking at our work 
through new eyes. It also allows some of us to better connect with food, 
plants and people in a new way. The slow food movement conjures up 
visions of long tables of people sitting together, drinking wine, eating fresh 
food picked from a nearby raised-bed garden, using herbs from the pot 
sitting below the kitchen window. This is California at its best and I am 
thankful to live here.
So, what things are you thankful for?
 
Happy Thanksgiving, Everyone!
 
Joni Wilson, APLD  
President  
APLD California Chapter
 
 
  
Thank You!
 
The deadline has just finished for the certification survey. Thank you to all 
who took the time to respond. Pat Wagner and I will be discussing the 
results and the questions that arose for us in next month’s newsletter.
Joni Wilson, APLD
Patricia Wagner, APLD

 
 
 
 
 
 

News from...
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Robin Alyse Doyle

 
 

 
Landscapes Unlimited 

Wholesale Nursery 
4330 Bodega Ave. 

Petaluma, CA 94925 
707-778-0136

_________________
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  

 
  

  

 
 
  

  

 

 
   

 
APLD 

California Chapter 
2010 Board of Directors

The Board and Districts  
 

 
 

 
Who We Are
Janet Enright, Membership Chair
 
 
Districts and the Chapter are able to do all that 
we do because of people like you – who volunteer 
to be on committees, to be Board members, and to 
take on projects and tasks.  San Francisco District 
Membership Chair, Robin Alyse Doyle, has done 
all that … AND come up with a zippy new idea for 
fundraising by partnering with Amazon to support 
the Chapter’s Legislative Fund! See full details 
below.
 
Meet Robin.
 
When I finished the landscape horticulture program at Merritt College, I 
realized that I wouldn’t have access to the community that I was used to 
working with.  The thought of losing that network of support led me to join 
APLD.  Soon after I joined, I went to the first meeting where I got to know 
people, and they announced that the district needed people to step up to be 
Board members in order for the group to stay in operation.  I thought “That 
can’t happen, I just joined!”  So I said I’d do it.  I was worried that I didn’t 
have enough experience as a designer to be on the board, but I realized that 
what you really need is good organizing skills and the willingness to be a 
leader.  I still talk to new members about the importance of the community, 
of support and collaboration. 
 
I’ve always been around design and art.   I used to be the editor of a 
magazine for graphic designers.  I took a break from work when I had kids, 
and then I started gardening.  I had little experience with the outdoor world 
when I was growing up so I wanted to do something with that, and I fell in 
love with plants. Working in the garden, I was first interested in food 
growing and then I realized that I could bring my other skills to it as well.  I 
was already good at design with my prior experience.  My interest in 
landscape design evolved from that point. Click here to read more.
 
 
Visit our new Designer's Bookstore!
Robin Alyse Doyle, San Francisco District Membership Chair 
 
Nourish your craving for inspirational garden books while helping us 
"define landscape design" in California—on our own terms! Amazon 
donates a percentage of sales made through our APLD California 
Designer's Bookstore directly to the chapter's Legislative Fund! With 
dozens of choices in various categories of Horticulture and Design you're 
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Angel Red Pomegranate 

 
 

President: 
Joni Wilson, APLD 

  
Vice President: 

Janet Enright 
  

Immediate Past 
President: 

Maureen Decombe 
  

Treasurer:
Tina Roushall  

  
Secretary: 

Open Position
If you have an interest

in serving as Secretary, please 
contact: 

president@apldca.org
 

Communications Chair:
Open Position 

If you have an interest
in serving as Communications 

Chair, please contact: 
president@apldca.org

 
Newsletter:

Sharon Petersen
  

Website / Technology: 
Sharon Gibson 

  
Membership Chair: 

Janet Enright
  

Sponsorship Chair: 
Open Position

If you have an interest
in serving as Sponsorship Chair, 

please contact: 
president@apldca.org

  
Public Outreach Coordinator: 

Open Position
If you have an interest

in serving as Sponsorship Chair, 
please contact: 

president@apldca.org
 

Legislative Chair: 
Pamela Berstler  

 
 

2010 District and 
Regional Council

  
East Bay District President: 

Lorraine Edel 
  

Greater Los Angeles District 
President: 

Laura Morton 
  

North Bay District President: 
Karlyn Williams 

  
Peninsula District President: 

sure to find something new and inspiring to cozy up with as winter 
approaches...
 
Have a favorite book, must-have tool, or client gift item you'd like to see in 
our store? We welcome your suggestions and reviews—this is a wonderful 
way to share our resources and see what other members are reading/using! 
Please email your reviews to bookstore@apldca.org.

 
 
 
 
 
 

News from...  
The Sponsor's Corner

 
 

 
Monrovia Adds 22 New Fruits to 
its Edibles Collection 
Wine Grapes, Stone Fruits, Pears, 
Berries and More
 
  Monrovia, the leading grower of premium garden 
plants, is adding an array of fruit trees, shrubs and 

vines to its edible collection.  “In recent years, the consumer demand for 
edibles has exploded,” explained Nicholas Staddon, director of new plants.  
“The edibles that we grow are all chosen for taste, beauty and for being 
easy to grow. Our stunning fruit trees and shrubs will complement an 
existing ornamental garden and provide a bounty of fruits and berries.”
 
           Two new exclusive introductions are improved varieties and 
antioxidant-rich. Angel Red® Pomegranate was bred to produce soft seeds 
that are pleasant to eat, and its juice content is much higher than other 
Pomegranates. Its prolific bright-red fruit appears in early September, 
before most other pomegranate varieties.
 
           Blueberries are the hottest hedge plant and Monrovia grows a dozen 
varieties that offer options for warmer and colder regions.  The new, 
exclusive Bountiful Blue™ Blueberry, named for its stunning blue-green 
summer foliage, offers year round interest – dainty white flowers in spring, 
a huge crop of tasty berries in summer and purple-tinged fall color.
 
           For 2011 Monrovia will offer five new varieties of Wine Grapes. 
Perfect for hobby winemaking, these selections have a heavy fruit crop, 
interesting twining habit and attractive scarlet fall foliage. “Plus, we’ve 
added an array of Apples, Peaches, Cherries, Pears and Plums to our edible 
collection. All are smaller-sized plants with an abundance of fruit, many 
with lower chill requirements, guaranteed to provide a big harvest of 
quality fruit all season long,” said Staddon.  More new varieties for 
Monrovia include a Kaffir Lime, Strawberry, Gold Raspberry and Asian 
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Shannon Swain 
  

Sacramento District President: 
Cheryl Buckwalter 

  
San Francisco District 

President: 
Cynde Ave'Lallemant 

  
  

For a listing of our District 
Boards of Directors, please visit 

our website.
 

For a complete listing of the 
APLD National Board of 

Directors, please visit: 
http://apld.org/contact/

 
APLD California Chapter 

Member FAQs
Are you a new member with lots 

of questions about how the 
APLD California Chapter 

works? Did you just renew and 
have a question about how your 

dues are used? Interested in 
starting a new district in your 

area, like Los Angeles members 
did recently? Check out our 

California Chapter Membership 
FAQs. 

Do you have more questions that 
aren't yet answered? Send an 

email to 
membership@apldca.org to get 
your questions answered and 

added to the FAQs. 
 
 
 

APLD 
California Chapter 

Membership
 

Thank you to everyone who 
renewed their APLD California 

Chapter membership! 
  

Your $35 California Chapter 
membership fee provides the 

sole dues support for all 
chapter and district programs 

in California. 
  

The many rewards of APLD 
California Chapter membership 

include: 
  

-Attendance at California 
District programs and meetings 

throughout the state 
  

-Monthly California Chapter 
Newsletter 

  
-APLD California Chapter 

Website 
  

Pear.  Read all plant details here (alphabetically), or watch a video 
featuring some of these new fruit trees.

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
News from... 

The Member's Section
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
East Bay District 
Fall Garden Tour 
a Huge Success!
Sharon Petersen, East Bay District
 
Over half the members of the East Bay District 
were fortunate enough to attend the first East Bay 

Member Garden Tour on October 10, 2010 and there were nothing but rave 
reviews! The tour of eight outstanding gardens, planned and organized by 
Laurie Calloway, APLD and Mary Fisher, APLD, featured their gardens 
as well as those designed by Katie Creighton, Philae Carver, Lisa 
Friedlander, Lesley Turner, Katrine Thomas and Patricia St. John, 
APLD. 
 
The whole day was perfect from the company of great friends to the 
outstanding weather to the beautiful gardens themselves. Let this be one 
last Thank You to each of the talented designers who worked so hard and 
gave so much of their time so all of us could share this truly enjoyable 
experience. Take a look at  tour photos provided courtesy of Sharon 
Gibson and Sharon Petersen.
 
 
 

The APLD Advocate
 
This monthly column is dedicated to Answering YOUR Questions about various 
legislative issues throughout California.  We will try to address issues that affect 
your business and practice as a Residential Landscape Designer, as well as 
general questions about environmental legislation or ordinances that might have 
an impact on residential landscape design in California.  Names are changed to 
protect your privacy. If you want to have your question(s) answered in this forum, 

APLDCA Newsletter - November 2010 Page 5 of 7



-Listing in the California 
Chapter referral pages 

  
-Local APLD Certification 

Workshops 
  

-Local APLD District Garden 
Tours (where available) 

  
-Local APLD District 

Mentor/Mentee Program (where 
available) 

  
-Local APLD District Design 

Salons (where available) 
  

-Opportunities to network with 
other designers and green 

industry professionals 
  

-Participation in our lively 
APLDCA Members-only 
internet discussion group 

  
  

Questions? 
Please contact the California 

Chapter Membership 
Committee:  

membership@apldca.org. 
   
 
 

Join the dynamic and 
informative discussion 

happening every day on the 
California Chapter Yahoo! 

Group!
 
 

Thank you to our Silver 
Sponsors

 
Calstone

.
Graniterock Design Center

 
Pacific Nurseries

 
 

be sure to submit your comments in the form of a question.  Submit all questions 
to apldadvocate@apldca.org (NOTE THIS IS A NEW EMAIL ADDRESS!)
 
 
Dear Advocate,
I’ve heard lately that the LATC is coming after APLD members. I don’t 
know if I should join, because I don’t want to be under scrutiny just 
because I’m an APLD member. Can you shed some light on this? Is it true 
or not?
Looking Over My Shoulder in Alameda
 
Dear Looking:
I’m driving down the street, hands at ten and two, and I see a police car. I 
get nervous. I feel my grip tighten, and I can’t keep my darting eyes off the 
rear view mirror. Whew. They’re not behind me. I’ve made it!
It’s been a while since this Advocate got pulled over for any reason, but I 
can’t escape the feeling that I’ll be noticed, and somehow get in trouble. 
And it’s true, sometimes people get pulled over for no reason, or we have a 
tail light to fix, or were driving too fast. But is that a reason to stop legally 
and responsibly driving your car?
 
My cousin’s in law enforcement, he’s a reasonable guy, and he does 
important work. Our society needs somebody to protect us from the “bad 
actors” in this world. The LATC has its mission to protect consumers of 
Landscape Architecture and Design services. However, some changes in 
enforcement patterns at the LATC have gotten our attention, and some of 
our members have received cease & desist letters containing some pretty 
scary language.
 
Click here to read more, and an “easy print” issue of this Advocate.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Tips, Trips, Books, Blogs...
 
 

 
Technical Train the Trainer Seminars 

 
G3, The Green Gardens Group ( www.GreenGardensGroup.com), is 
offering its one-day Technical Train the Trainer (T3) Seminar on two 
Fridays in November:  November 5, 2010 at the WAV Apartments & 
Art Complex in Ventura, CA and November 12, 2010 at the Hotel 
Kabuki in San Francisco, CA.  Join us either day for a fast-paced trip 
up the learning curve! Click here to learn more.
 
 
Environmental Success Story in Danger
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Reprinted from LandscapeOnline.com
 
Scrap tire management is an environmental success story in the U.S. 
Recycled tires are used for, among other things, playground surfacing, soft 
sidewalks and other paving options specified by landscape architects and 
contractors. In 1990, more than one billion tires were stockpiled across the 
country while only 11 percent of annually generated scrap tires were 
reused. Today, fewer than 100 million tires remain stockpiled and nearly 90 
percent of annually generated scrap tires are reused. 
      
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has proposed a rule that 
would significantly harm the existing infrastructure that manages scrap 
tires as well as reverse two decades of environmental cleanup success, 
according to the Rubber Manufacturers Association (RMA). After decades 
of EPA-sanctioned use, EPA is proposing now to declare whole scrap tires 
a solid waste. This will likely result in driving tens of millions of scrap tires 
back to landfills, stockpiles and illegal dumping sites. At the same time, 
EPA will still allow the use of processed scrap tires to be used as fuel only 
if most of the steel content is removed, which would add costs to TDF use 
for facilities such as cement kilns, and increase the amount of energy 
needed and air pollutants emitted to supply TDF to these facilities. Steel 
content in tires does not affect overall emissions when consumed as TDF. 
Instead, the steel is used as a raw material in the manufacture of cement.
 
Scrap tire management is an environmental success story in the U.S. In 
1990, more than one billion tires were stockpiled across the country while 
only 11 percent of annually generated scrap tires were reused. Today, fewer 
than 100 million tires remain stockpiled and nearly 90 percent of annually 
generated scrap tires are reused. Each year, about 300 million scrap tires 
are generated in the U.S. Of those, about 52 percent are used as TDF in the 
cement industry, pulp and paper mills and by some utility and industrial 
boilers.

For information on membership: www.apldca.org/AboutAPLD.aspx  
For newsletter or calendar submissions: www.apldca.org/NewsResources.aspx 

For other inquiries, see the contact information on our website: www.apldca.org/Contacts.aspx 
 

P.O. Box 778, San Carlos, CA 94070. 
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APLD 
California Chapter 
Upcoming Events

  
Be sure to visit our online

  Events calendar , 
(www.apldca.org/Events.aspx)  
to see full details for each of the 

events below as well as non-
APLD events of interest to our 

members.
Sat, Dec 4, 2010

Membership Renewal Party 
w/The Garden Writers

Greater Los Angeles District
 

Sun, Dec 5, 2010
Annual Holiday Party

East Bay District
 

Wed, Dec 15, 2010
Holiday Party at Gamble 

Garden
Peninsula District

 
Sat, Jan 1 - Fri, Jan 7. 2011
2nd Annual Membership 

Fiesta
Greater Los Angeles District

 
Tues, Jan 11, 2011

Branding Your Company
East Bay District

 
Wed, Jan 19, 2011

Sac Valley Landscape & 
Nursery Expo

Sacramento District
 

OUR GOLD SPONSORS  
  
 
  

 
  

  

 
 

 

 

APLD California Chapter 
 December 2010 Newsletter 

 
President's Message 
By Joni Wilson, APLD 
 
Last month I promised you some 
insights from the results of the 
certification survey. Of the members 
who answered our questions, the replies 
ranged from feeling certification was 
“not important” to their practice to being 
“very important” in terms of their 
success. Having gone through the 
process myself almost ten years ago, I 
was somewhat surprised that there were 
still designers who felt it was not 
important to become certified.  I always 
felt that having an APLD certification 
program elevated our profession and 
gave it additional credibility.
 
When I first started out creating gardens, 
I wasn’t sure that getting an AA degree 

from a local community college was ‘enough’. I would have gone on to UC 
Davis for an LA degree but my instructor ‘pushed me out of the 
educational nest’, so to speak, and said I was ‘ready’ without the additional 
degree. It took me two years of designing landscapes before I would even 
discover our association. Up until then, I had spent my spare time involved 
with the Sacramento Valley Chapter of CLCA.
 
With few designers involved with their Chapter I was given many 
opportunities to help them with events like designing a booth for the Cal 
Expo show. Through volunteering for CLT in Marin County, I met Deanna 
Glory APLD and Katie Mulligan APLD, who were trying to get a new 
APLD district up and running. I finally felt that I had found a ‘home’ but 
realized that I lived too far away to attend many meetings without losing a 
whole day’s work.  
 
Whenever I went to the Horticulture Magazine seminars at the SF 
Arboretum Botanical Gardens, I would run into all of them again and again, 
always wishing that I were closer. I had found designers who shared all the 
same trials and tribulations, working with interesting clients, doing 
incredible work while still finding the time for classes. I was constantly 
learning something new but I still felt that there was something missing. 
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Not having anything to gauge my work, I decided to go for certification. I 
felt it was a basic progression and something to strive for.  I still do, but 
that’s me.
 
Ten years have passed. I have learned a lot by constantly expanding my 
design concepts and projects by going to conferences, and taking classes 
while collecting my CEU’s. I’ve had the good fortune to meet more 
incredible designers from all over the country through attending the APLD 
conferences.
 
Since I’ve been a member of the Sacramento District and the Chapter 
Board, I have been continually amazed and in awe of the professionalism 
of the people who have served before me. And I have learned so much this 
year about designers and issues they are passionately involved in. Whether 
its certification, WELO, new districts, setting policy or legal issues, we all 
have to find what makes us feel competent and worthwhile. I have had an 
amazing year and while I wasn’t able to visit all the districts as I had hoped, 
know that we were thinking of you in all the decisions that we made. We 
have always worked to make this Chapter stronger.
 
For those of you who are interested in certification, we are here to help you, 
whatever works. We will continue to offer workshops, mentoring and one-
on-one help whenever/however you need it. Pat Wagner, APLD is serious 
about making sure that the process is understood, and useful. The questions 
that I thought would appear from the survey have, which open up new 
queries that must take place higher up. While there will always be someone 
who feels that other certifications are just as/or more important than our 
current certification, I would personally like to see a combination of all of 
them in order to make us a stronger chapter and organization. California 
has always led the way in new ideas. I hope that we continue to push the 
envelope.
 
Janet Enright, our current VP/Membership Chair, will be stepping into the 
presidency January 1st, 2011, with your blessing. I know that I leave you all 
in extremely capable hands with the person who will continue to clarify 
who we are and what we do and then direct the Board to make decisions 
based on what works best for all of us.
 
We wish Maureen Decombe a heartfelt ‘Thank You’ since she will be 
stepping off the Chapter Board for a well-deserved rest. She has done an 
incredible job, both in front of and behind the scenes. ‘Thank You’ doesn’t 
seem to say half of what we feel for all the time, effort and selfless projects 
she has taken on over the years.
 
I want to also thank the rest of the District Presidents, Boards and Chairs 
for the great job that they have done for both the Chapter and the Districts 
this year. I know that it took more time than anyone thought. Without their 
leadership, your Districts and Chapter would not be able to offer the kinds 
of programs that they do. They work extremely hard helping to make sure 
that things run smoothly.
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APLD 

California Chapter 
2010 Board of Directors

Last but not least, I am wishing all of you Happy Holidays! I hope you take 
the end of this year to relax, rejuvenate and look ahead to January for 
another year of learning and creating. I wish all of you a successful 2011.
 
Joni Wilson, APLD  
President  
APLD California Chapter

 
 
 
 
 
 

News from...
The Board and Districts  

 
 
 

 
 
San Diego Forms New District in 
California
Kelly Fore Dixon, Landscape Industry 
Consultant
 
The California Chapter has unanimously accepted six 
San Diego members’ request to officially form a District. “All of us felt that it was 
imperative to organize as a District to provide better programs and benefits to our 
members, and to bring awareness to the local designers the importance that APLD 
holds for our profession,” said Amelia B. Lima, Certified APLD member. “We are 
all very excited about supporting state and national programs here in San Diego.”
 
“Our main objective now” Lima continued, “is to grow membership here in San 
Diego County. We have an exciting program of events for next year and anticipate 
collaborating with Greater LA District on some larger special events.”
 
New San Diego District board members are:

President, Amelia Lima APLDï»¿•
Vice President, Kelly Fore Dixon•
Secretary, Nan Sterman•
Treasurer, Marilyn Guidroz•

For more information about upcoming events, please visit the Yahoo Group Page.
 
Kelly Dixon, (619) 339-2540, kelly@kellyforedixon.com
 
 
 
Smart Landscapes Sustain Future Generations
Wednesday, January 19, 2011, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Sacramento Convention Center
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President: 
Joni Wilson, APLD 

  
Vice President: 

Janet Enright 
  

Immediate Past 
President: 

Maureen Decombe 
  

Treasurer:
Tina Roushall  

  
Secretary: 

Open Position
If you have an interest

in serving as Secretary, please 
contact: 

president@apldca.org
 

Communications Chair:
Open Position 

If you have an interest
in serving as Communications 

Chair, please contact: 
president@apldca.org

 
Newsletter:

Sharon Petersen
  

Website / Technology: 
Sharon Gibson 

  
Membership Chair: 

Janet Enright
  

Sponsorship Chair: 
Open Position

If you have an interest
in serving as Sponsorship Chair, 

please contact: 
president@apldca.org

  
Public Outreach Coordinator: 

Open Position
If you have an interest

in serving as Sponsorship Chair, 
please contact: 

president@apldca.org
 

Legislative Chair: 
Pamela Berstler  

 
 

2010 District and 
Regional Council

  
East Bay District President: 

Lorraine Edel 
  

Greater Los Angeles District 
President: 

Laura Morton 
  

North Bay District President: 
Karlyn Williams 

  
Peninsula District President: 

The Sacramento Valley Landscape & Nursery Expo is a regional show, held 
annually, and it attracts over 1,500 green industry professionals.  The Expo 
provides a forum for the latest in educational content, products, and services 
available to our industry.  
 
The APLD Sacramento District is proud to have participated in the planning of the 
2011 Seminar Program and is pleased to co-sponsor (along with EcoLandscape 
California) Pamela Berstler -- APLD member, Chapter Legislative Chairperson, 
and Co-founder of G3, The Green Gardens Group. Pamela will present "Digging 
Deeper with EcoRestorative Practices" during the Sustainable/EcoLandscape 
track.
 
Please join us for the 2011 Expo and register for seminars on line at 
www.sacvalexpo.com.
Cheryl Buckwalter,. Sacramento District
530-887-9887, landscapeliaisons@sbcglobal.net

 
 
 
 
 
 

News from...  
The Sponsor's Corner

 
 

 
New Addition to the 
Devil Mountain Team
Ed Laivo- Director of Sales and Marketing 
 
Devil Mountain Nursery is pleased to welcome Janet 
Gerland to our sister nursery Devil Mountain Growers.

 
Janet brings over 30 years of experience in the nursery trade.  Her 
specialties are perennial plants and California natives.  For the past 16 
years Janet worked for Cornflower Farms where she was involved in 
inventory development and sales of native plants.
 
Janet will be developing the Devil Mountain Growers plant pallet with an 
emphasis on drought tolerant and California friendly landscape plants.  
 
Please join us in welcoming Janet to the Devil Mountain team! Feel free to 
contact Janet with questions or inquiries. You may contact her at (209) 759
-3003 or email her at janet@devilmountaingrowers.com.
 
About Devil Mountain
Devil Mountain Nursery is a wholesale nursery and brokerage located in 
San Ramon, CA.  Devil Mountain Growers is a premium grower in 
Clements, CA. To learn more about Devil Mountain’s plants please visit 
devilmountainnursery.com or call us at (925) 829-6006.
 
 
Delta Bluegrass Impresses APLD Members
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Shannon Swain 
  

Sacramento District President: 
Cheryl Buckwalter 

  
San Francisco District 

President: 
Cynde Ave'Lallemant 

  
  

For a listing of our District 
Boards of Directors, please visit 

our website.
 

For a complete listing of the 
APLD National Board of 

Directors, please visit: 
http://apld.org/contact/

 
APLD California Chapter 

Member FAQs
Are you a new member with lots 

of questions about how the 
APLD California Chapter 

works? Did you just renew and 
have a question about how your 

dues are used? Interested in 
starting a new district in your 

area, like Los Angeles members 
did recently? Check out our 

California Chapter Membership 
FAQs. 

Do you have more questions that 
aren't yet answered? Send an 

email to 
membership@apldca.org to get 
your questions answered and 

added to the FAQs. 
 
 
 

APLD 
California Chapter 

Membership
 

Thank you to everyone who 
renewed their APLD California 

Chapter membership! 
  

Your $35 California Chapter 
membership fee provides the 

sole dues support for all 
chapter and district programs 

in California. 
  

The many rewards of APLD 
California Chapter membership 

include: 
  

-Attendance at California 
District programs and meetings 

throughout the state 
  

-Monthly California Chapter 
Newsletter 

  
-APLD California Chapter 

Website 
  

Karlyn Williams, President, North Bay District
 
Our Gold Sponsor, Delta Bluegrass Company, offers 'Lunch and Learn' 
tours of their growing grounds in the Central Valley. 
 
Four Napa-based APLD members (Kellie Carlin, Cathy Baskin, Sue 
Collins and I) recently took an impromptu field trip to their Stockton test 
fields.  We didn't have a clue what we would see and learn.  Boy, were we 
impressed! 
 
After many trials, Delta is now selling 6 different native grass sods, mostly 
of mixed varieties.  They vary in look, usage, and maintenance 
requirements.  
 
I haven't run across any company so dedicated to supplying native grass 
products on this scale.  Their on-going tests are introducing the best-
performing sod selections and blends to the landscaping industry. 
 
Delta also sells seed, in one pound increments.  Their recommendation, 
even though seeding or plugs can be less expensive, is that installing sod 
ameliorates most of the weeding necessary in establishing a new planting.  
Another plus, the sod netting they use is biodegradable! 
 
Check out http://www.deltabluegrass.com/.  If you need advice, ask for 
Jodie -- she's the grass 'mixologist'.  Passionate and supremely 
knowledgeable. 
 
Karlyn Williams, karlynwilliams@sbcglobal.net 
Garden Concepts Landscape Design, Napa Valley

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
News from... 

The Member's Section
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inside Out Landscapes Takes Three First 
Place Awards

 
Three first place awards were given to Inside Out Landscapes projects at 
the CLCA Sacramento Valley Beautification Awards in October in 
categories of Small Residential Maintenance, Custom Estate II Residential 
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-Listing in the California 
Chapter referral pages 

  
-Local APLD Certification 

Workshops 
  

-Local APLD District Garden 
Tours (where available) 

  
-Local APLD District 

Mentor/Mentee Program (where 
available) 

  
-Local APLD District Design 

Salons (where available) 
  

-Opportunities to network with 
other designers and green 

industry professionals 
  

-Participation in our lively 
APLDCA Members-only 
internet discussion group 

  
  

Questions? 
Please contact the California 

Chapter Membership 
Committee:  

membership@apldca.org. 
   
 
 

Join the dynamic and 
informative discussion 

happening every day on the 
California Chapter Yahoo! 

Group!
 
 

Thank you to our Silver 
Sponsors

 
Calstone

.
Graniterock Design Center

 
Pacific Nurseries

 
 

Installation and Landscape Lighting.  All projects were designed and 
managed by Joni Wilson, APLD.  Joni is an interior designer, a nationally 
certified landscape designer and California licensed landscape contractor. 
Inside Out has been in business for 11 years and is located in Davis, 
CA. See photos here.
 
 
Grandparent Gardening- Creating Memories for 
Young Minds
Suzanne Guscott Redell
 
Whenever my grandsons come over, the first thing they do is rush to check 
for new strawberries. Their fascination with the big blue pot dripping with 
strawberry plants reminds me of my own warm memories of growing up in 
Southern California. I was surrounded by lush landscapes of avocado trees, 
citrus groves and tropical flowers.  Gardening was a way of life. Those 
memories made me want to share those same experiences with my own 
kids, but like so many busy parents, I found that the pressure of other 
responsibilities and priorities made this difficult or impossible to sustain. 
But now, as grandparents, my husband and I are delighted to find that we 
have a special opportunity to share the joys of gardening and nature with 
our two grandsons, aged 7 and 2.
 
Gardening with your grandchildren can provide many benefits, both for 
you and for them. Working together provides a calm environment for 
bonding and easy communication, and for sharing special moments like the 
visit of a hummingbird or a butterfly.
 
Children are much more receptive to learning by doing rather than simply 
being told. Getting outside in the fresh air provides a healthy break from 
indoor activities, and the engagement of the senses of smell, taste and touch 
helps to complement the heavy emphasis on sight and sound in today’s 
media-saturated world.  Of course the garden also has its own sights and 
sounds, ranging from the songs of birds to the details of a leaf or insect 
seen through the all-important magnifying glass. Click here for more tips.
 
 
Visit our new  Designer's Bookstore!
 
Nourish your craving for inspirational garden books while helping us 
"define landscape design" in California—on our own terms! Amazon 
donates a percentage of sales made through our APLD California 
Designer's Bookstore directly to the chapter's Legislative Fund! With 
dozens of choices in various categories of Horticulture and Design you're 
sure to find something new and inspiring to cozy up with as winter 
approaches...
 
Have a favorite book, must-have tool, or client gift item you'd like to see in 
our store? We welcome your suggestions and reviews—this is a wonderful 
way to share our resources and see what other members are reading/using! 
Please email your suggestions and reviews to bookstore@apldca.org".
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Bay-Friendly Gardens – Little Maintenance, 
Lots of Fun
Astrid Gaiser
 
Bay-friendly landscaping, an initiative of the Alameda County Waste 
Management Authority & Alameda County Source Reduction and 
Recycling Board ( www.stopwaste.org) is becoming a brand name all 
around the Bay Area. Some municipalities included Bay-Friendly 
guidelines into their Green Building Programs – either directly or by using 
the ‘Build It Green’ program for new buildings or remodels.
 
Bay-friendly gardens are not only good for the environment, they are good 
for you! They are so well adapted to their environment that they require 
little in maintenance, but allow for lots of enjoyment. Who wouldn’t prefer 
to sit in the shade and relax or play with the kids instead of mowing the 
lawn or clipping a hedge?
 
So check it out – here are the seven principles this program is built on:

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Tips, Trips, Books, Blogs...
 
 

Upcoming Landscape Industry Workshops

WHAT SOCIAL MEDIA WILL DO FOR YOU•
YOUR VERBAL BRAND: WHAT IT SAYS ABOUT YOU•
WHAT TO DO WHEN YOU HAVE TOO MUCH WORK  
And want to make more money 

•

HOW TO CREATE A STYLISH GARDEN: 
From Design to the Dirty Work

•

Click here for complete information. 
 
 
Irrigation Institute Conference Scholarship
 
The California Landscape Contractors Association (CLCA) is pleased to 
announce it will offer a one-time $500 scholarship to an eligible college 
student to help pay for expenses associated with attending the upcoming 
2011 California Irrigation Institute's 49th Annual Fall Conference, which 
takes place in Sacramento, January 31- February 1, 2011.  The scholarship 
recipient will also be invited to a complimentary dinner with the CLCA 
2011 President on January 31.  CLCA will be cosponsoring the urban 
portion of this event for the first time in 2011.
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The California Irrigation Institute is the oldest independent forum on water 
and irrigation in California and typically features water experts, 
government agency heads, water district managers, innovative farmers and 
those featuring new water saving technology. The primary purpose of the 
institute is host an annual conference on water issues.  This issue continues 
to grow in importance and last year's 48th Annual Conference participation 
was up over 10% from prior years.  The theme of this year's conference is 
titled: California Water - Can we find a Balance?   Attendees come from all 
over California and the Western United States to engage in discussions 
relating to all areas of irrigation: water supply, conservation, water use 
efficiency, water quality and surface and ground water management.  Click 
here for more information.
 
 
Increase your Online Exposure with  
Landscape Resource
Rob Maday – Landscape Architect and Founder
 
A perennial challenge every landscape designer faces is reaching new 
clients.  What had been sufficient marketing a handful of years ago (a 
listing in phone book and word of mouth) is now ancient history.  The 
Internet is now the current focus, and your business’s website is only the 
beginning.
 
Today’s market requires landscape designers to not only be sound 
designers, but also online marketing experts.  And to be successful with 
online marketing, a landscape designer must intimately understand search 
engine optimization (SEO), Google Analytics, Google Ad Sense, 
keywords, social media, blogs, and other seemingly ambiguous concepts 
for their website to even register as a blip online.  But who has the time?
 
Landscape Resource ( www.landscaperesource.com) has been designed to 
provide designers and other landscape professionals with the tools required 
to optimize your business’s online exposure while eliminating the need for 
you to be a master of online marketing.  Created as an interactive resource 
specifically for California, locally-relevant information (based on zip code) 
informs and inspires the users on appropriate landscape decisions.
 
By listing your business in California’s only landscape specific Business 
Directory, we provide the built-in tools required to get your business found 
quicker and more often.
 
With a Free membership, your business can be listed in the Directory.  
Additionally you may load images of your business, selections of your 
portfolio, and many other valuable bits of information to set your business 
apart from the rest.
 
Please visit Landscape Resource  to see how we can help grow your 
business.
Rob Maday, (805) 550-6710, rob@landscaperesource.com

For information on membership: www.apldca.org/AboutAPLD.aspx  
For newsletter or calendar submissions: www.apldca.org/NewsResources.aspx 
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